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State and Local stories

VCOG Blog: Requesters (and government) acng badl y ?

Times-Dispatch: If you're driving on an expired license because of Virginia's massive,

but it will be harder to renew your license. It's the latest sign that state government's
has

Washington Post

Grumman's vowed to learn from the problems of the last week and correct them.

Washington Post: When the House of Delegates announced last week that it would hold a
 Howell,

hold fall public hearings together to
save money and to be more convenient for residents. The answer from the House? No.

Free Lance-Star

sunSmallAlpha
VCOG seminar on making FOIA
easier with bee r  recor ds
management. Sept. 15 at the
Library of Virginia. Download the
registraon for m her e .

VCOG's annual conference, Oct.
21-22, in Richmond. Click here to
register.

FOIA how-to videos on VCOG's
YouTube Channel

Become a fan of VCOG on
Facebook.

Transparency News 9/1/10: drivers' license amnesty; exploited loopholes; Law & Order...

1 of 6 9/10/2010 12:45 PM



financial statements of Democrac  candi dat e Kr ystal  Bal l.

Virginian-Pilot: FBI, others join inquiry into no-show Norfolk employee

Virginian-Pilot: Norfolk City Council curtails Commissioner of Revenue Sharon McDonald’s
access to city funds, saying her use of tens of thousands of dollars on lobbying trips violated
her responsibilies .

Loudoun Times: Supervisors face full agenda in September
The Loudoun County Board of Supervisors will return to the dais Sept. 7 ae r  a mo nt h -long
recess to a full – and somewhat controversial – schedule. One hot buon issue to be
discussed is public displays on the courthouse grounds:  At issue is whether supervisors
should ban all public displays from the county courthouse lawn, including navi ty sc enes
and menorahs during the holidays, or connue wi th the cur rent  pol icy.  The pol icy now
allows for 10 displays on the lawn on a first-come, first-serve basis.

Daily Progress: Fie en peopl e have appl ied for  the seat  open on the Al bema r l e School
Board. School Board members plan to interview candidates in closed session.

Chronicle of Higher Educaon : The Virginia Quarterly Review has closed its doors and
canceled its winter issue following an announcement that the University of Virginia would
invesgat e quesons  about  the j our nal ' s man agemen t  i n t he wak e of the sui c ide of its
managing editor, according to The New York Times.

Naonal  St or i es

Cancer has ravaged several of Ann Aberson's relaves ,  so she doesn' t have a pr obl em with her two teenage daughters wearing
bracelets to raise awareness of breast cancer. But their school principal does. This week, Balc  Hi gh School , jus t nor th of  her e,
became one of the latest across the USA to ban the rubber bracelet, which has a message some say is in poor taste: "I love
boobies."
USA Today
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Tomorrow’s WikiLeakers may have to be sneakier than just dumping military docs onto a Lady Gaga disc. The futurists at Darpa
are working on a project that would make it harder for troops to funnel classified material to WikiLeaks — or to foreign
governments. And that means if you work for the military, get ready to have your web, email and other network usage
monitored even more than it is now.
Wired

A weekly newspaper in New Mexico has been awarded a ligaon grant  from the Knight FOI Fund to press a legal acon agai ns t
a state college for disregarding basic requirements of that state's "sunshine law."
FOI Advocate

Jeff Greene, a Florida real estate developer who lost one of the year’s most bier  an d closely watched primary elecons ,  is
preparing to sue The St. Petersburg Times and The Miami Herald for libel, claiming that arc l es  they publ ished cos t hi m hi s bi d
for the United States Senate. Dogged by rumors about wild pares  aboar d hi s 145- foot  yacht  and about  fraudul ent real estate
deals, Mr. Greene will seek at least $500 million in damages in part, he said, to teach the news media a lesson. “I want to send a
message to every newspaper in the country: Do your homework,” he said Tuesday in a telephone interview. “I deserve to have
the record corrected, and they deserve to be punished.”
New York Times

Aor ney Ravi  Bat ra can queson " Law & Ord er "  produc er Dic k Wol f  in c onnec on wi th  a $15 million libel acon the lawy er  fil ed
in 2004 against 35 defendants, including Wolf and NBC Universal, a New York judge has ruled. The suit centers around a "Law &
Order" episode ent led "Fl oat er ,"  in which a bald Indian-American matrimonial aor ney cal led "Ravi  Pat el " is depi cted  bribing a
Supreme Court jusc e in Br ookl yn.
New York Law Journal

Mike Wise, a sports columnist at The Washington Post, published to his Twier  accoun t that the Pis bur gh St eel er s quar ter back
Ben Roethlisberger would be suspended for five games. Now Mr. Wise himself is suspended, because the informaon he
published about Mr. Roethlisberger was made up — a test, he said, of how fast a piece of misinformaon coul d spr ead onl ine .
New York Times

Even as Texas spends hundreds of millions to hire more workers to process welfare applicaons ,  it has ski mp ed on repl aci ng
obsolete phone systems at more than 300 offices. At some, phones are more than two decades old and prone to "port failures"
in which callers hear a ring, but no line actually rings in the office, officials said. Also, many newly hired workers do not have
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voicemail. Experienced workers and supervisors do, but they complain of occasional m
offices unreachable.
Dallas Morning News

In his work as a professor, Stephen Downes used to feel that he was helping those who least needed it. His students at places
like the University of Alberta already had a leg up in life and could afford the tui on. So when a colleague suggested they
co-teach an online class in learning theory at the University of Manitoba, in 2008, Mr. Downes welcomed the chance to expand
that privileged club. The idea: Why not invite the rest of world to join the 25 students who were taking the course for credit?
Over 2,300 people showed up.
Chronicle of Higher Educaon

Become a
VCOG member
today!

Editorials/Columns

Daily Progress: They aren’t breaking the law. But are they breaking a trust? Charloe svi lle and
Albemarle officials have been meeng pr ivat el y,  mo s t likel y to di scus s sever al  thor ny issues on
which they are divided.

Times-Dispatch: The acronym of the Virginia Informaon Technol ogi es  Agenc y -- VI TA --
implies "life," which seems an inaccurate descripon  of the commonwealth's computer
network during recent days.

Roanoke Times: Virginians might want to send a polite e-mail to Northrop Grumman and the
Virginia Informaon Technol ogi es  Agenc y expr essi ng thei r di spl easur e wi th comp ut er  o utages
at state agencies. Of course, there is no guarantee it will arrive as the commonwealth's
technology overseers connue thei r epi c fai l.

Virginian-Pilot: On Tuesday, Pilot reporters Harry Minium and Meghan Hoyer reported that an
audit had cleared McDonald of illegality for using a city credit card on extended lobbying trips
to Richmond. But it said she should have kept bee r  recor ds .  That  qual ifies  as rel av ely good
news only when compared to reports last week that McDonald had hired both of her
daughters as accounng techni ci ans  at  $12 an hour .  Even assumi ng that  Mc Donal d' s
daughters are the best accounng techni ci ans  on Pl anet  Ear th , and $12 is a huge discount on
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their worth as employees, that arrangement is simply wrong.

Roanoke Times: In a delighul  bi t of  under stat eme nt , Aor ney Ge ner al  Ken Cuc ci nel li
admied that  a deci si on by an Al ber ma r l e Count y judge "wa s not  an out right  rul ing in  our
favor." Ah, no. In fact, Judge Paul M. Peatross Jr. ruled that in his bid to force the University of
Virginia to turn over documents related to the work of climatologist Michael Mann, Cuccinelli
had failed to show any cause to suspect Mann of fraud against the state.

Technically Incorrect, CNET News: Facebook would like us to believe the world will be a bee r
place if we just share a lil e mo r e of  our sel ves .  The road to a beer  wor l d, though,  is paved
with faux pas. You see, a woman in suburban Detroit was very excited to share her views
about a trial. The defendant, she believed, was guilty of resisng ar rest.  So she pos ted her
view to her friends and, depending on her privacy sen gs,  qui te a few ot her  peopl e t oo. The
only slight snag with her enthusiasm was that 20-year-old Hadley Jons was actually sin g on
the jury. And, well, according to the Associated Press, the jury hadn't quite decided whether
the defendant was guilty or not. This might have been because the prosecuon hadn' t,  in
fact, finished presenng its case.
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Thursday, September 2, 2010

State and Local stories

Washington Post: The data storage unit that failed in a warehouse outside of Richmond last
week, wreaking havoc in the computer networks of a number of Virginia agencies for more than
a week, is a ubiquitous bit of technology used by virtually every major company and
government in the country
of modern, massively complex interconnected computer networks, and is being closely

Washington Post: Gov. Bob McDonnell reports that the Virginia Deparment of Motor Vehicles
will be fully operaonal  on Thur sday
by the failure of a computer storage drive at a warehouse south of Richmond.

News & Advance
has reversed its plans for an open meeng with Rep. Tom Perriello Thursday night and decided
the event is closed to the public and news media. In response, Perriello, D-5th District, also
reversed his plans and said he wouldn’t be there.

Roanoke Times: A jailhouse lawyer's complaint that he should have access to "Ulysses" and
in and

the Playboy magazine website Wednesday in a decision overturning the restricons  on Vi rgi ni a
inmates' reading materials
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Helen might be considered by prison authories  to be illus trave of a violaon of  t h e Mann
Act," Senior U.S. District Court Judge James Turk scoffed in an opinion filed in federal court in
Roanoke.

Virginian-Pilot
wrongly linked the group to a bombing at a Florida

mosque.

Virginian-Pilot: Norfolk's Commissioner of Revenue, Sharon McDonald, said she made mistakes
in judgment in her use of city credit cards, but she believed her spending on extended lobbying
trips to Richmond was jusfied.

Virginian-Pilot: Norfolk official quits over buying phone for teen with criminal record.

Daily Press: With a major hurricane off the coast threatening mayhem, a Yellowbook blunder
has the potenal  to swa mp  Yor k Count y' s De par tme nt  of  Fi re and Li fe Saf et y wi th cal l s intended
for Dominion Virginia Power. The recently released 2010/2011 Yellowbook North Hampton

Virginia Power's Newport News and Williamsburg offices are incorrect, according to a York
County statement. The number listed in the phone book is a direct line to York's Department of
Fire and Life Safety and not a call center associated with Dominion, the statement said.

Naonal  St or i es

Rep. Maxine Waters has turned polic al  endor seme nt s int o a fami ly bus i ness,  us i ng fe deral elecon laws  to char ge Cal ifor ni a
candidates and polic al  caus es  to inc l ude thei r name s  as her  per sonal  pi cks on a sam ple ballot, or "slate mailer," she sends to as
many as 200,000 South Central Los Angeles voters, records show. Some statewide candidates paid as much as $45,000 for their
share of the costs to be included in the mailer, according to state and federal elecon recor ds ,  and wh i le it can be cos tl y for  the
candidates, the mailer has proved profitable for Mrs. Waters' daughter, Karen.
Washington Times

Become a
VCOG member

Editorials/Columns
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Virginian-Pilot: The state’s computer failure is being blamed on the failure of two circuit
boards installed by a subcontractor. It's distressing to think that such basic equipment could
cause such widespread mayhem, but this can't all be blamed on one subordinate company.
It's the responsibility of Northrop Grumman to have adequate backup systems in place and
to have a plan to quickly restore data when it's compromised. It's the Virginia Informaon
Technologies Agency's responsibility to make sure Northrop Grumman does all of the above.
Finally, it's Gov. Bob McDonnell's and the legislature's responsibility to have a contract in
place that ensures the state is compensated when things go this completely awry.

Virginian-Pilot: How loose is oversight at the Community Services Board, the point of entry
for Virginians seeking mental health and substance abuse services? How in the world could

administraons ? The ans we r  is that she couldn't. Not without help. And that's where this
episode becomes serious business, a fact emphasized by the FBI's entry into the inve

Register & Bee: Independent congressional candidate Jeff Clark has said he will drop out of
this year’s Fih Di stri ct  race if the ps t er who  l eaked i nformao n about  hi s unpai d bills and
1993 bankruptcy filing comes forward. "I’d like to know, in the interest of full disclosure and
transparency, is where did this informaon come  from? " Cl ar k tol d The Da i ly Pr ogr es s  of

t." That
on

could have also come from reporters simply digging into a congressional candidate’s
background. With so many public records available online, the list of possible "suspects" is
long.
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Subject: Transparency News 9/3/10: NG mea culpa; telephone game; sealing-disclosure bill veto
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Friday, September 3, 2010

State and Local stories

Schilling Show
replacement for Brian Wheeler’s open at-large school board seat, tonight, the board relented.

d
plan. The updated protocol will include a more open interview process, in which each of the

Warren Sennel : The name of the game is telephone. The concept is easy. A group of people
sit in a circle. One person whispers a “secret” to another person and that person shares it, and
so it goes unl  the last per son in the ci rcl e hear s the secret  and repor ts it out  lo ud to the
group. Once the round is complete parc i pant s enj oy a good laugh at  how di stor ted th e
message gets by the end of the game. In recent weeks Front Royal Town Council has been not
only playing telephone, but taking the game to the next level by not taking responsibility for
starng the game ,  and ref us i ng to end it.

Virginian-Pilot: Sharon Thornhill, who in August said she was resigning for personal reasons,
 sent her photos of a nude

woman. The board says Thornhill tried to use the message as leverage.

Washington Post: Gov. Bob McDonnell said Thursday that it's possible some data may be lost
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due to a statewide computer outage this week that le 26 stat e agenc i es ,  inc l udi ng the
Department of Motor Vehicles, scrambling to serve Virginians.

Times-Dispatch: More than a week ae r  the col laps e of  comp ut er  systems  it runs  for  Vi rgi ni a,
Northrop Grumman is saying it "deeply regrets" the outage that paralyzed some of the basic
work of state government for days.

News & Advance: Jeffrey Clark, the independent candidate vying for the 5th District
congressional seat, rescinded his condional  offer  to wi thdr aw  from the race Thursday night.

Roanoke Times: The 2.5 million-member American Legion expressed its displeasure Thursday
with the placement of a bust of Soviet dictator Josef Stalin at the Naonal  D- Da y Me morial in

the only bust or
statue of Stalin in America."

Government Technology: California, Boston and Chesterfield County, Va. took top honors
from the Center for Digital Government's Best of the Web awards program. Best of the Web
highlights the top 10 state, county and city portals in the naon that  show the hi gh est levels
of innovaon,  func onal i ty and effici ency.

Naonal  St or i es

New York Gov. David A. Paterson on Monday vetoed a bill, strenuously opposed by the court system and prosecutors, which
would have made the disclosure of sealed court records a crime punishable by up to one year in prison.
New York Law Journal

A Detroit-area woman who was removed from a jury for commenng about  the ongoi ng cas e on Facebook has a longer wring
task ahead: . A judge ordered the essay for Hadley Jons, three
weeks aer  she wr ot e on Facebook that  it wa s “gonna be fun to tel l the def endant  the y’re GUILTY.”

When does a company that has made financial disclosures fail to sas fy di scl os ur e requi reme nt s ? That queson has eme r ged in
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the civil-fraud case the Securies  and Exchange Commi ssi on is pur sui ng agai ns t thr ee  former top officials of Countrywide
Financial Corp.
Wall Street Journal

The Democrac  Gover nor s As soc i aon filed an elecons  c ompl a i nt  on Thur s day i n Ohio  al leging that the Fox News illegally
helped the Republican nominee for governor solicit funds. The associaon says Fox al lowed John Kasich to request
contribuons  from vi ewe r s dur i ng an Aug.  18 br oadc ast and displayed the address of his campaign Web site. The complaint
alleges the free publicity is an improper campaign contribuon.  A Fox spokeswo ma n sa id that the network had not yet been
served the complaint and that she could not comment.
New York Times

Going to the doctor is going paperless, as new Obama administraon rul es  requi re hos pitals and physicians to convert millions
of paper paent  fil es  to di gi tal  recor ds .  Me di cal  pr ovi der s wi ll have to electronically record certain informaon  like a paent ' s
weight, blood pressure, prescripons  and al ler gi es  by 2011.  Ever y year  aer  that  wil l require more informaon or  "me asur es" to
be put into computers.
Fox News

Jason Senne doesn't dispute that he illegally parked overnight in Palane,  Ill., but  the contents of the citaon he recei ved ar e an
lisng per sonal  inf or ma on on his  Aug .  20 cket - visible for five

hours on his parked Acura in the area of Hawk Street and Heron Drive - including his name, address, date of birth, driver's
license number, sex, height and weight. Aor ney Ma r n Mur phy on Aug.  27 filed a l awsu it in federal court against the village of

Daily Herald (Arlington Heights, Ill.)

Tom Joyner, one of the country's most-visible philanthropic supporters of historically black colleges and universies ,  has
founded a company to help those inst uons  devel op distance-educaon pr ograms —with a parc ul ar  foc us  on al lowi ng them
to compete against for-profit colleges in enrolling minority students.
Chronicle of Higher Educaon

Become a
VCOG member
today!globe1_boom_ l e. g if

Editorials/Columns

News Leader: It is infuriang that  gover nme nt  offic i al s and ins ur anc e indus try dat a
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collectors (protected by our flimsy state Freedom of Informaon Ac t ) have let down the
residents of Augusta County who might or might not have serious concerns on their hands.
Forget that their insurance rates might skyrocket without warning, there's also the
detail of whether or not the fire companies residents pay for through tax dollars and a few
bucks in the fire bucket at stoplight fundraisers can get the job done when it mae r s .

Daily Progress: So how long now has the handwring been car ved lar ge upon the wa l l? Two
years? Three? Virginia government’s weeklong computer outage should have caught no one
by surprise. Authories  have known  for  year s about  pr obl ems  wi th the per for ma nc e of  the
subcontractor in charge of the state’s systems. But no one has implemented an effecv e
soluon.

News & Advance: In the wake of the massive outage, it is imperave that  stat e gover nme nt
leaders determine what went wrong and why it took so long for the network to come back
up. To that end, Gov. Bob McDonnell announced Thursday that his office and the Joint
Legislave Audi t and Revi ew Commi ee  ( JLARC) ,  the i nvesgave ar m of the Gener al
Assembly, would be commissioning an independent review of the incident and Northrup-
Grumman’s handling of it. The company, quite appropriately, will be foong the bi ll for the
review.

Virginian-Pilot
comply with Aor ney Ge ner al  Ken Cuc ci nel li's dema nd for  thous ands  of  doc ume nt s and
e-mails related to climate sciens t Mi chael  Ma nn.  But  it' s mo r fying t o r eal i ze t hat  Virginia's
top lawyer appears to know less about what it takes to get a subpoena past a judge than the
most casual watcher of the TV series "Law & Order."
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Date: Mon, 06 Sep 2010 12:46:26 +0000
To: calindstrom@verizon.net

Monday, September 6, 2010

State and Local stories

Times-Dispatch: Fallout from the state government's massive computer failure is causing
headaches for more Virginians. The Department of Motor Vehicles yesterday asked 4,240
applicants for driver's licenses and idenfic aon c ards to r epor t  to a DMV offic e  t o ha ve their
photographs taken again because photos on file can't be retrieved. And the State Board of
Elecons ,  wh os e vot er -regi straon files are s ll  not oper ang pr operl y,  announc ed i n a post
on the social-networking site Twie r  that  par t of  its we bs i te is down .

Virginian-Pilot: Four Community Services Board execuves  and an assi stant  wh o knew an
employee was collecng a sal ar y wi th benefit s for  12 year s wi thout  showi ng up for  wo r k
have been fired or forced to resign, the head of the agency said Friday. The agency is turning
over its findings to the FBI, state and city police for their invesgaons ,  CSB Execuve
Director Maureen Womack said. The agency found no evidence that other staffers collected
any of the money Jill McGlone received, Womack said.

Clarke Daily News: A School Board “retreat” that has been in the planning stages since May,
2010 appears to be in jeopardy according to school sources.  Specific reasons for why the
retreat, which was schedule for next week, will be allowed to die Tuesday night were not
given.
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Alexandria Gazee  Packet : As the use of smart-phone technology has become more
prevalent, Alexandria police officials have become more and more concerned about the
widespread availability of people to listen to the police radio frequencies. The consequence,
Reyes suggests, could be encrypon.  That  me ans  the gener al  publ ic wo ul d no longer have
access to police radio, a decision that would add to concerns about a lack of transparency in
a department that refuses to release incident reports.

Herald-Courier: For 20 years, natural-gas royales  bel ongi ng to Sout hwe st Vi rgi ni a pr oper ty
owners have been accumulang in stat e- cont rol led es crow account s,  lar gel y unc hecked for
accuracy. That was supposed to change with the first independent audit of the accounts in a
decade. But the audit of $26 million overseen by the Virginia Gas and Oil Board is on track to
be less comprehensive than board members prescribed, and more expensive than some
anc i pat ed.

Daily Press: William and Mary's creave ser vi ces  depar tme nt  has devel oped a mobile
website that allows students, faculty, staff members, alumni and other users to have access
to university informaon from thei r iPod Touc h,  iPhone,  Bl ackber ry or  ot her  sma r tpho ne
while they're on-the go.

Virginian-Pilot: Use this database to look at salaries of more than 14,000 employees in the
five South Hampton Roads cies ,  as of  Jul y 1,  2010.  You can sear ch al l sal ar i es  by cl icking on
the city name, or search by keyword in posion and depar tme nt .  Emp l oyees  ar e not  nam ed.
"Experience" means tenure with the city, and does not necessarily include previous
employment. By law, all government employee salary data is public informaon .

Naonal  St or i es

In a remarkable twist to the bal e over  Cr ai gsl ist' s Adul t Ser vi ces  ar ea,  the si te r emoves the secon and repl aces  the home - page
link to it with a "censored" tag.
CNET News

A recent Supreme Court decision could alter what public transit riders here see in advers eme nt s on ci ty bus es  and trai ns  and
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in transit shelters. Images promong guns ,  wh i ch ar e banned under an advers i ng pol icy of the San Francisco Metropolitan
Transportaon Agenc y,  showe d up recent ly on pos ter s for  a conf er enc e for  the Second Amendment Foundaon,  a gun ri ght s
group based in Washington. On posters here, the guns were replaced with more innocuous pepper spray canisters, police
badges and bare hands.
New York Times

GOVERNMENTS are increasingly finding ways to enforce their laws in the digital realm. The most prominent is China’s “great
firewall”. But China is by no means the only country erecng bor der s in cyber space.  T
lists more than a dozen countries that block internet content for polic al , soc i al  a nd security reasons. They do not need
especially clever technology: governments go increasingly ae r  domi nant  onl ine fir ms  becaus e they ar e easy to get  h old of. In
April Google published the numbers of requests it had received from official agencies to remove content or provide informaon
about user.
The Economist

Become a
VCOG member
today!globe1_boom_ l e. g if

Editorials/Columns

Daily Press: Gov. Bob McDonnell is pushing hard to deliver on one campaign pledge: to
privaz e the stat e ABC stor es .  Vi rgi ni a wo ul d be beer  off i f he honor ed anot her  prom ise
he made as a candidate: to take the lead in ensuring that one of the fundamental tasks of
representave demo c racy is car ri ed out  in a wa y that ' s true to its pr inc i pl es .  That ' s the
redrawing of legislave di stri cts.  At  stake ar e fair, meaningful elecons — in which voters
are presented with real choices.

Roanoke Times: Virginia lawmakers have had 10 years to fix the way they draw
congressional and legislave di stri cts aer  the U.S . Census.  They chos e not  to.  Now,  the
Republican leadership in the House of Delegates is laying groundwork for one of the most

.

Times-Dispatch: The release arrived by e-mail shortly ae r  noon.  The headl ine pr oc l ai me d,
"Aor ney Ge ner al  Cuc ci nel li Pl eased Wi th As pects of  UVa CI D Rul ing. " The wo r ds  sai d all
anyone needed to know. The statement conceded the AG took it on the chin in his pursuit
of a climate professor who formerly taught at the University of Virginia. A similar headline
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in the Sports secon wo ul d repor t: "Coach Praises Play of Offensive Line in 73-0 Loss."

Daily Progress: Kudos to Rep. Tom Perriello for taking a stand on openness by saying “no” to
a planned Tea Party meeng in Lync hbur g aer  the group changed its mind about making
last week’s meeng open to the publ ic .
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Tuesday, September 7, 2010

State and Local stories

VCOG Blog different
types of access.

Times-Dispatch: Henrico County is entering the 10th year of its novel program to provide a
laptop computer to every high school and middle school student. Now ubiquitous, the

expanded the possibilies  for  lear ni ng ,
engaged students in the learning process in ways never done before, and prepared them

Washington Post: Scores of Loudoun County residents are scheduled to speak Tuesday night
against a county board commission's recommendaon that  wo ul d disallow religious holiday
displays on the grounds of the county courthouse, according to the Leesburg Town Council.

sunSmallAlpha
VCOG seminar on making FOIA
easier with beer  recor ds
management. Sept. 15 at the
Library of Virginia. Download the
registraon for m her e .

VCOG's annual conference, Oct.
21-22, in Richmond. Click here to
register.

Naonal  St or i es

With immediate access to aerial images, code enforcement officials in Mecklenburg County, N.C., can find out who's violang
codes with a simple click. But county officials say they're not using technology like Google Earth to snoop around randomly.
According to Tim Taylor, a county code enforcement manager, they only take the eyes-in-the-sky route to verify complaints
from residents. The use of this technology by local governments, however, has put the argument of public use versus privacy
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rights under the microscope.
Government Technology

A (Springfield, Ill.) State Journal-Register reporter who covered a murder trial in Quincy last spring believes he was targeted by
law enforcement because of news arc l es  he wr ot e about  the trial , hi s lawy er  says.  R ecords show that Bruce Rushton had just
finished covering the Shirley Skinner murder trial for The State Journal-Register in Quincy on May 6 when he was pulled over
outside the Adams County Courthouse and charged with driving with a suspended license and disregarding a stop sign. The
license-related charge was dropped, but the incident has prompted a legal effort by Rushton, 46, to determine why he was
stopped in the first place and to get the stop sign c ket  di smi ssed.  Hi s aor neys  are  seeking informaon on law enf or ceme nt
radio traffic and usage of a database used to check criminal records.
(Springfield, Ill.) State Journal-Register

how Google ranks search results, the first United States
case to strike at the heart of the company’s main search business. The issue at hand — referred to as search neutrality — is
whether Google manipulates results to thwart compet or s and advanc e its own  bus i ness es.
New York Times

In a lawsuit, Las Vegas-based Righthaven LLC says Nevada Republican Senate nominee Sharron Angle has violated copyright laws
by posng two  news paper s stor ies  in thei r enr ety on her  campa i gn web s i te . Righthaven is asking a federal district judge for
statutory damages for willful infringement of the two arc l es ,  aor neys ’  fees  and c o ntrol of Angle’s domain name,
sharronangle.com.
Polic o

Despite $7 billion in federal grants and other spending over the last seven years to improve the ability of public safety
departments to talk to one another, most experts in such communicaons  say that  it w ill be years, if ever, before a single
naonwi de publ ic saf et y radi o system  becomes a reality.
New York Times

Georgia Republican gubernatorial candidate Nathan Deal fulfilled his pledge to release his tax records as his rival Roy Barnes had
four months earlier. The former North Georgia congressman, who listed his net worth at $2.5 million on his financial
disclosures, put 29 years worth of his income tax records online. He released only 1040 forms, which offer a basic overview,
however, not the detailed supplemental forms that show the specific revenue streams from specific businesses and properes .
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Atlanta Journal-Const uon
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Editorials/Columns

Free Lance-Star: Polic s asi de,  cont racng wit h a pri vat e firm f or compu t er servi ces was
probably a wise move (it was iniat ed by Gov.  Ma r k Wa r ner ,  wh o shoul d know a thi ng o r
two about tech services). But holding NG's feet to the fire is not only in order, it's
essenal . Ther e is no suc h thi ng as "too big to be accountable." Mr. McDonnell should
make sure that computes with Big Tech.

News Record: Ae r  mu c h hopi ng,  pr ayi ng and wa i ng,  Mic roso Corp.  has made  t he
decision to build a massive data center
Southside Virginia has a big economic development win under its belt.
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State and Local stories

Augusta Free Press: Gov. Bob McDonnell announced today that the Department of Motor
Vehicles will

river’s license or
sult of

concerns over the document’s reliability as evidence of an individual’s federal government

News Virginian violated the
in 2008, a decision that will lead to procedural changes and a refund

for a homeowner, officials said Tuesday.
Read the decision

Northern Virginia Daily
resignaon on Tuesday as di rector  of  the Wa r ren Count y Depar tme nt  of  Soc i al  Ser vi ces  effecve
at the end of the month. "In terms of the effect on the county I think that his decision will benefit
the Department of Social Services and the county as a whole by eliminang hi m as a f ocal point
for any kind of concentraon on wh at  has trans pi red over  the last [few]  year s, " Supe rvisor Glenn
White said. "We now have a clean slate, which is good and we can do what the department is

sunSmallAlpha
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FOIA easier with bee r
records management. Sept.
15 at the Library of Virginia.
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supposed to do, which is take care of the socially needy people in the community and not spend

Washington Post: The rights of a convicted sex offender, who was being tracked as a suspect in a
string of sexual assaults, were not violated when Fairfax County police secretly placed a global
posioni ng system devi ce on hi s vehi cl e without a warrant, the Virginia Court of Appeals ruled
Tuesday.

Register & Bee:  Pis yl vani a Count y is on its wa y to passi ng an or di nanc e defining decency and
community standards. The Board of Supervisors unanimously voted during its regular meeng
Tuesday night to hold a public hearing on Sept. 21 on a dra or di nanc e that  wo ul d de fine
obscenity. The county has no ordinance defining community standards above those of the state,
but does have an ordinance against profanity, swearing and drunkenness in public.

News Leader: The Jefferson Literary and Debang Soc i et y (founded in 1825 as U. Va. 's fir st secret
society, later shedding its secrecy) partnered with the Miller Center of Public Affairs to host an
event at the Miller Center last week that promised to shed light on such "Secrets and Tradions
of U.Va."

Naonal  St or i es

A group that opposes secrecy in government says the federal government significantly reduced its backlog of document
requests from the public last year, but also slowed its pace of opening previously confidenal  ma t er ial  to publ ic vi ew . A report
Tuesday from OpenTheGovernment.org said the government's record is mixed, but suggested the Obama administraon coul d
be less secreve than its pr edecessor ,  the Bus h admi ni straon.
Associated Press
Read the report

Looking to tap into Web surfers' privacy concerns, new companies are popping up to help people browse the Internet and send
messages anonymously. But these companies face a major challenge: gen g peopl e to pay for  We b- pr ivacy sowa r e .
Wall Street Journal
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Some professors believe Wikipedia has no place in the footnotes of a college paper. But could it have a place on the syllabus?
The Wikimedia Foundaon,  the nonpr ofit  or gani zaon t hat  does  fundr aising and bac k-end  support for the popular open-source
encyclopedia, says yes. So do the nine professors at prominent colleges who have agreed to make creang,  augme nng,  and
eding Wi ki pedi a ent ries  par t of  thei r student s'  cour sewo r k .
USA Today

An Obama administraon pol icy al lowi ng U. S.  bor der  offic i al s to seize and search laptops, smartphones and other electronic
devices for any reason is being challenged by the ACLU as unconst uonal .
Wired

A federal appeals court said Tuesday the government may obtain cell-site informaon that  mo bi le phone car rier s ret ai n on
their customers without a probable-cause warrant under the Fourth Amendment. The decision by the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals was not, however, an outright Obama administraon vi ctor y.  Lowe r  cour ts,  the  three-judge panel wrote, could demand
the government show probable cause — the warrant standard — before requiring carriers to release such data to the feds.
Wired
Read the decision

Southern District  of New York Judge Lewis Kaplan ruled Tuesday that filmmaker Joseph Berlinger can be quesoned about
events that occurred when his cameras were not rolling on his documentary about environmental ligaon agai nst  Chevr on i n
Ecuador. Berlinger had already been compelled by Kaplan to produce oua kes  from hi s movie "Crude" that Chevron claims
shows plainffs  lawy er  St even Donz i ger  engaged in mi sconduc t by influenc i ng Ecuador ean  officials and experts in the case.
New York Law Journal

Days before Jan Brewer became governor of Arizona, a judge took the highly unusual step of sealing her son's 20-year-old
criminal case file. The mi ng of  the Januar y 2009 or der  by Ma r i copa Count y Super i or  C ourt Judge Pendleton Gaines was not
coincidental. Ronald Brewer was concerned about his past being revealed, embarrassing his mother and compromising his own
mental health. Gaines' reasoning, however, is a secret. Now the governor's son is doing bal e wi th the stat e' s lar gest
newspaper, trying to prevent it from publishing anything from the sealed case file, which a reporter obtained in May when a
county courthouse employee simply handed it over. Even those inside Brewer's inner circle agree that The Arizona Republic is
likely to win the legal fight.
Arizona Guardian
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The Freeland Community School District won’t release scores of e-mail messages sent between former Freeland High School
teacher Marcie L. Rousseau and former high school Assistant Principal J. Barry Weldon Jr. Using the Michigan Freedom of
Informaon Ac t,  The Sagi naw Ne ws  requested “any commu ni caons ,  incl udi ng e-mai l  or t ext messages, sent by or to Marcie L.
Rousseau, or by or to J. Barry Weldon Jr.” during the last three months of 2009. Rousseau, 33, of Thomas Township, is charged
with 29 sex crimes against the same male student in Saginaw and Midland counes .  The  English teacher resigned in June.
Saginaw News

Become a
VCOG member
today!

Editorials/Columns

Virginian-Pilot: As far as state legislators are concerned, redistricng is al l about  them.  Ever y
10 years, they get to draw their own districts, picking and choosing which voters are theirs
and which ones they’ll give to their friends or their foes. Sophisc at ed comp ut er  pr ograms
allow them to carve up communies  pr eci nc t by pr eci nc t,  even bl oc k by bl oc k.

Kerry Dougherty, Virginian Pilot:  Why do you suppose the library staff at the Augusta
Correconal  Cent er  pul led Jame s  Joyce off the shel ves? Appar ent l y for  the same  reason  it
yanked "Lady Chae r l ey' s Lover ," by D. H.  Lawr enc e,  fir st publ ished in 1928.  The novel s
violated the state ban on sexually explicit literature behind bars. Yet, according to a lawsuit
filed by inmate William R. Couch, inmates are allowed to read Playboy and the ever-popular
Sports Illustrated swimsuit issue. In other words, Hef is fine and Hemingway probably isn't.

Roger Chesley, Virginian Pilot: Did a no-show worker for Norfolk's Community Services Board
have incriminang phot os  of  hi gher -ups ?  That's a queson I keep aski ng,  onl y hal f-joki ngl y,
as each new revelaon come s  out  in the case of  Ji ll Mc Gl one.  She' s the "emp l oyee" - if you
can call her that - who received 12 years of paychecks for staying away from the job. And
hey, who among us wouldn't like that deal? I can't imagine what circumstances possessed
supervisors to dole out hundreds of thousands of dollars in pay and benefits to McGlone
over the course of those years.

Free Lance-Star: TWO WORDS THAT shouldn't go together are "secret," and "Congress." But
there's a longstanding rule in the Senate that allows a senator to place a secret hold on any
piece of legislaon,  as long as it al so has the par ty leader ' s bl essi ng.  The senat or  thereby
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anonymously blocks further acon on a bi ll unl  the hol d i s l ied.  A hold in it sel f can be a
worthwhile tool if a senator wants me  to resear ch legi sl aon,  espec i all y a bil l tha t might

and
suggests a senator is being conscienous  about  hi s job.
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State and Local stories

Daily Progress  between Albemarle and

Daily Press
Commonwealth's Aor ney Bob Hi cks ar e fighng a r eques t  by plainffs  t o get copi es  of t heir
computer hard drives. All four Gloucester ciz ens  say they have comp l ied wi th ear l ie r subpoenas
for troves of documents sought by aor neys of  thr ee Gl ouc ester  Count y super vi sor s an d an
ex-supervisor in their lawsuits against Hicks. Aemp t s to obt ai n copi es  of  thei r com puter hard
drives exceeds the scope of "non-party" discovery in Virginia Supreme Court laws and should be
quashed, according to documents filed last week in Richmond City Circuit Court.

Roanoke Times
prison sentence Wednesday, with the judge calling the would-be whistle-blower a vigilante.

Times-Dispatch: The addresses of several campaign staffers for Rep. Tom Perriello, D-5th, were
posted on Twie r late Tuesday night by a spokesman for the Naonal  Republ ican Congr es si onal
Commie e,  in appar ent  reacon t o a Per r i ell o c ampa i gn t wee t  about  one of his  Republ i can rival's
employees.
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Virginian-Pilot: Norfolk Commissioner of Revenue Sharon McDonald has hired a public relaons
specialist at taxpayer expense in an effort to burnish her office's reputaon.  Ma yor  Paul  Fr ai m
strongly cric i zed the deci si on.  He  sai d Mc Donal d,  wi th a staff of  jus t 38 emp l oyees ,  can't jusf y
the need for a public relaons  speci al ist.

News & Messenger: A conference room, a pile of dirt and the terminaon of  a depar tme nt  head
helped spark an effort by some Dumfries council members to strip the town manager of part of
her authority. The council decided Tuesday night to move forward with ordinance changes
regarding the town manager’s responsibilies .  It al so ma r ked the second cons ecuve m eeng
during which council members engaged in verbal sparring over the issue. Councilman Jerry
Foreman introduced an ordinance change Tuesday that would remove the town manager’s
exclusive authority over the use of town property. Under the change, the manager would have to
have the council’s consent when deciding the use of such property.

Loudoun Times: Jesus will remain on the Loudoun County courthouse grounds, as long as
Buddha, Luke Skywalker and the Flying Spaghe mo ns ter  can stay, too.

Naonal  St or i es

The Reporters Commie e for  Fr eedom of  the Pr ess and 19 ot her  me di a or gani zaons  filed  a friend-of-the-court brief Tuesday
asking the U.S. Supreme Court to reverse a lower court ruling that denied a federal Freedom of Informaon Ac t request for
documents regarding ammunion stor age pr oc edur es  at  a Wa shi ngt on stat e Na val  base .
Reporters Commiee for  Fr eedom of  the Pr ess

9th Circuit throws out CIA torture lawsuit for naonal  secur i ty reasons  / The deci si on by a divided appeals court says the risk of
state secrets being exposed outweighs the alleged vicms '  right  to seek dama ges  from a Boeing subsidiary they say aided in the
rendions .
Los Angeles Times

The 'censored' bar, which acted as a symbolic protest against the removal of Craigslist's Adult Services secon on Fr i day,  has
now itself been removed.
CNET News
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The Const uon' s  Four t h Amen dmen t  protecons  are geng a  l egal worko ut as  defendant s  challenge law enforcement's use
of high-tech snooping devices - oe n emp l oyed wi thout  cour t wa r rant s - to track thei r mo veme nt s and bui ld cases  a gainst
them.
Weashington Times

Top administrators in the city of Vernon, already among the highest-paid local officials in the state, racked up hundreds of
thousands of dollars on first-class flights, rooms at luxury hotels like the Ritz-Carlton and limousine service paid for by the city,
records reviewed by The Times show. The records, which date back to 2005, detail lavish travel expenses billed to the city by its
top execuves ,  inc l udi ng for me r  ci ty admi ni strat or s Donal  O' Cal laghan and Er i c T.  Fr esch. Details of the travel expenses come
amid growing scruny of  the lar gel y indus tri al  ci ty of  95 res i dent s,  wh er e top ci ty aor neys and admi ni strat or s recei ved hi gh
salaries, most notably Fresch, who in 2008 earned more than $1.6 million.
Los Angeles Times

A suit pin g a Smy r na,  Ga . , gun deal er  agai ns t Ne w Yor k Ci ty Ma yor  Mi chael  Bl oomb er g  got airme  at  the Geor gi a Cour t of
Appeals on Tuesday, when former Georgia congressman Bob Barr and ligat or  Pet er  C.  C anfield faced off over a single page that
wasn't filed in the court record. The court's decision about that sheet of paper will  determine whether the gun dealer,
Adventure Outdoors Inc., whom Barr represents, may proceed with its defamaon sui t a gainst Bloomberg, Canfield's client. The
gun dealer claims the mayor defamed it in his campaign against illegal sales of weapons that were used against New Yorkers.
The page at issue is a verificaon -- si mp l y a lawy er ' s and ligant ' s statemen t  that ,  among other things, the claim is
well-grounded in fact and exisng law,  or  that  ther e' s a good fai th ar gume nt  for  the
Fulton County Daily Report

The Seal e Foundaon s tart ed a new p rogr am o n Wed nes day t o provi de  access to its data, research and evaluaons  of  al mo s t
700 local nonprofit groups in and around the city and King County. Such informaon wa s pr evi ous l y avai labl e on ly to clients
who maintained “giving accounts,” known as donor-advised funds, but is now available through the foundaon’ s We b si te free
to anyone.
New York Times

The government's top tech chiefs announced the launch of a depot for online contests that let Americans vie for cash prizes by
solving problems federal agencies cannot confront alone. Challenge.gov is both a tool for agencies to easily publicize
compeons  and f or cizens t o enter  contes ts .  The publ i c  al so can vote on pr opos ed s oluons  on the si te.
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State and Local stories

Register & Bee
 Facility

Authority (RIFA) declared void. Nancy Barbour Smith, Karen Maute, Andrew Lester, George
Stanhope and Carolyn A. Gibson amended their complaint against the county Tuesday in

 when it
failed to give adequate public noc e

Mount Vernon Gazee : It’s been 10 months since a Fairfax County Police officer shot and killed
an unarmed man on Richmond Highway, a case that’s called into queson the trans par en cy of
the department and put a spotlight on the ability of the department to withhold informaon
from the public. Even now, almost a year later, the department has yet to release the video
footage of the shoong  recorded from the dashboard camera of the officers cruiser. The
public has yet to learn the name of the officer who shot and killed David Masters, a mentally ill
man who was suspected of stealing flowers.

Richmond Times-Dispatch: Rep. Tom Perriello and independent challenger Jeffrey Clark
clashed last night over who was responsible for the home-loans crisis that caused the
recession. They agreed, however, that Republican candidate Robert Hurt should have been
present for their debate in the 5th District congressional race.
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Daily Press: Back-to-school me  each year  can pos e a si gni fic ant  ri sk for  ident y t he,  l aw
enforcement officials were told this week. "Parents give out a lot of personal informaon,
including Social Security numbers for their children," said Paige Pederson, a cerfie d ident y
the ri sk ma nageme nt  speci al ist.  "I n mo s t cases ,  if you ask,  they don't even need the Social
Security number, but if they do you should ask what they're doing to protect your
informaon.

Daily Progress: The Albemarle School Board has picked four candidates to interview for the
vacant seat on the board.  School Board Chairman Ronnie Price Sr. said the candidates who
will be interviewed next week are Ned Gallaway, Robert “Bob” E. Beard, Harley L. Miles and Dr.
Maurice Lipper. Price announced the finalists ae r  a cl os ed me eng  late Thursday night.  The
15 applicants had been asked to submit resumes and lee r s of  int er est,  in addi on t o  giving
public speeches to the board Wednesday night.

News Virginian: Waynesboro school officials are weighing whether to offer a virtual high
school to local students.

News Leader: Staunton library’s change from tradional  to vi rtual  comp ut er s at  the libr ar y  for
patrons to access earned the city a statewide award for innovaon in loc al  gover nme n t.

Naonal  St or i es

An Eastern Panhandle freedom of informaon case is now up to the We st Vi rgi ni a Supr e me Court of Appeals. The Court heard
arguments yesterday in a case brought by a Jefferson County newspaper, The Shepherdstown Observer. The Observer wants
the Jefferson county clerk to release signatures from a peon t hat  led t o a spec i al elecon last November on a new zoning
ordinance.
West Virginia Public Broadcasng

A massive cache of previously unpublished classified U.S. military documents from the Iraq War is being readied for publicaon
by WikiLeaks, a new report has confirmed.
Wired
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The obscure Chrisan pastor  wh o pl anned to ma r k the ni nt h anni ver sar y of  Sept emb er  1 1 aa cks by bur ni ng copi es  of  the
Koran has had his website pulled from the Internet, the hosng comp any sai d.  Da n Goodgame ,  a spokesma n for  popul ar  we b
host Rackspace Hosng,  sai d Dove Wo r ld Ou t reach Cent er  had vi ol at ed “hat e speech”  pr ovisions of its contract with Rackspace.
Reuters

An e-mail virus swept through the Internet Thursday, snarling traffic and taking down servers at ABC, NASA, Comcast, and
Google -- and possibly even affecng the De par tme nt  of  Home l and Secur i ty.
Fox News

Defense Department officials are negoang t o buy and destroy all 10,000 copies of the first prinng of  an Af ghan wa r  me mo i r
they say contains intelligence secrets, according to two people familiar with the dispute.
New York Times

Gen g inked is pr ot ected speech,  and a Sout her n Cal ifor ni a coastal  ci ty' s bl anket  ba
appeals panel has found. The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in an opinion published Thursday had no trouble deeming
tao os  and the bus i ness of  taoo  par l ors  forms of pur e express i on fully protected by the First Amendment, which it notes
conflicts with the findings in at least six previous cases from various jurisdicons .
The Recorder
Ready the decision

A new TSA terror warning seems to be targeng phot ographer s in hoodi es as a naonal  secur i ty thr eat .  That ’ s the wa y
photographers are viewing a new poster distributed by the Transportaon Secur i ty Adm inistraon to enc our age ai rpor t
employees to report suspicious acvi ty.
Wired

Taxpayers might expect that the U.S. agency charged with warning the public about computer viruses and other cyberthreats -
and coordinang the feder al  gover nme nt ' s respons e to them - wo ul d keep its own informaon technol ogy systems  up- to- dat e
with the latest security patches and sowa r e updat es .  They wo ul d be wr ong.
Washington Times

The head of California's polic al  wa t chdog agenc y sai d he int ends  to rai se the stake s for candidates and campaigns that may run
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astray of polic al  laws  thi s el econ s eason.  Fai r  Pol i cal  Pracces Commi s s i on Chair man Dan Schnur said the agency would now
publicize cases it decides to invesgat e
Sacramento Bee

Just five years ago, the noon of  law pr of essor s del iver ing comme nt ar y to the ma sses was a novel concept. Today, it's rare for
law schools not to have at least two or three professors on faculty who are regular bloggers. The Naonal  Law Jour nal  pr ofil es
some blogging pioneers.
Naonal  Law Jour nal

Eric Darr recently had a moment that a lot of modern parents can relate to. He was watching his 16-year-old daughter click
around frenec al ly on Facebook wh i le juggl ing sever al  conver saons  on her  iPhone.  “I  was frankly amazed,” says Darr, the
provost at Harrisburg University of Science and Technology. “I thought, 'How do you live like this?' It struck me to think, 'What
if all this wasn’t there?' ” So Darr conceived an experiment designed to parse how one lives with social media -- precisely by
examining how one lives without it. He decided to pull the plug on Facebook, Twie r ,  My Space,  and AOL  Ins tant  Me ssenger
for one week. But rather than conduct the experiment within his own home, Darr decided to take advantage of his posion as
Harrisburg's provost to tap a much larger sample: his inst uon’ s  enr e st udent  body , faculty, and staff.
Inside Higher Ed

Visitors to the Mall can power up their computers for the first me ,  now that  out door  "hotspots" cover the area from Third
Street on the east side to 14th Street on the west.
connected.
Washington Post

Become a
VCOG member
today!

Editorials/Columns

News Virginian: The difference between the Augusta County Equalizaon Boar d and the
North Pole is disnc t.  The darkness at the North Pole lasts only six months.

Daily Progress: Another free-speech case against the state prison system? Indeed yes. So
reviewing all its

related policies for potenal  Fi rst Ame ndme nt  vi ol aons ?
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Donnie Johnston, Free Lance-Star: We do not want freedom of religion; we want freedom
to push our parc ul ar  rel igi on . That's the long and short of it. And if our Founding Fathers
were alive right now, they would probably agree. They wanted freedom for the
fundamental forms of Chrisani ty,  and that  wa s it.

Paige Winfield Cunningham, Old Dominion Watchdog: If I named a task that can consume
my workday, I’d probably say it’s scrolling through budgets, agendas, audits, meeng
minutes and other materials so dry I someme s  wi sh they’ d spont aneous l y comb us t.  Thos e
precious pre-deadline minutes can zoom by as I try to interpret data so I can pass along a
digestable version to readers. Dissecng the Vi rgi ni a stat e budget  can be especi al ly
challenging.

Roanoke Times: Fans of government transparency were opmi sc whe n Presi dent  Oba ma
moved into the White House. The federal government had been on a course of increasing
secrecy, and the new president had pledged to change things. He has delivered on that
pledge, and he hasn't. The performance of this administraon,  wh i le an imp r oveme nt  o n
the preceding one, has not been the burst of sunlight many desired.
OpenTheGovernment.org's annual federal Secrecy Report Card reveals a mixed bag.

Los Angeles Times: Of all the excesses of the post-9/11 war on terror, none was as
outrageous as the pracc e of  "extraor di nar y rendi on"  — t ransf err i ng suspec t s abr oad  for
interrogaon and,  it' s al leged,  tor tur e.  Comp oundi ng the inj us ce,  five vicms o f r en dion
were denied the opportunity to challenge their treatment in court this week when the U.S.
9th Circuit Court of Appeals blocked their lawsuit against a San Jose airline-services
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Monday, September 13, 2010

State and Local stories
Leesburg Today: The Loudoun County Board of Supervisors
voted to waive the $1,818 fee for the Town of Purcellville
that would cover the cost of a request made by town
representatives under the Virginia Freedom of Information
Act. In July, the county received a request for County
Administration and the Health Department from the town for
copies of records regarding water resources for the town.
According to the county, the departments of Planning and
Building and Development incurred $960 in costs, including
staff time and copying costs, to respond to the request, and
the Health Department had $858 in costs. A request was
made to waive the fee based solely on a "gentleman's
agreement" between the county, School Board and town
governments to waive all fees associated with department and
zoning, as well as information requests.

Washington Post: Frustrated by a toothless law that the
Virginia legislature passed last year, the Fairfax County Police
Department is turning to an old law to wage war against
distracted driving, and it won't just be illegal text
messaging that gets people pulled over. Although there's no
law against eating, grooming or reading while driving through
Virginia, you are required to "pay full time and attention" to
your driving, officials said. And it's that requirement on which
police plan to rely because they see distracted driving as a
serious problem, one bigger than just the issue of text
messaging and cellphone use. Plus, there are so many
loopholes in the state ban on texting that only 18 citations
have been issued this year in a county of 1.2 million people,
according to Fairfax police.

Richmond Times-Dispatch:  Problems for Va.; paydays for
Northrop Grumman On March 2, about a month before he was
dumped as state computer boss, George Coulter sat down with
IT officers from agencies large and small to consider a solution
to a problem they hoped Virginia would never face, but later
would -- in spades: a computer breakdown that paralyzed
the bureaucracy for more than a week.

Virginian-Pilot: Noroflk’s new superintendent got a $200,000
salary, a $6,000-a-year car allowance and a paid membership
to Town Point Club, among other things, when he took control
of the school system last month. Norfolk's superintendent is
the only school division head in South Hampton Roads whose

LAST DAY TO
REGISTER!
VCOG seminar on
making FOIA easier
with better records
management. Sept. 15
at the Library of
Virginia. Download the
registration form here.

VCOG's annual
conference, Oct.
21-22, in Richmond.
Click here to register.

FOIA how-to videos on
VCOG's YouTube
Channel

Become a fan of VCOG
on Facebook.

Transparency News 9/13/10: waiving fees; club membership; FOIA put... http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/560788/ab18058321/282550247/ba...

1 of 4 9/23/2010 4:29 PM



contract includes the perk of a private club membership with
dues paid for by taxpayers. A Virginian-Pilot story revealed
last week that some city governments in South Hampton
Roads pay for private club memberships for certain
executives. Officials in the municipalities said the
memberships help city representatives connect with business
leaders in a more private setting. Typically, meeting rooms in
other venues aren't of the same caliber, some city leaders
said.

National Stories
University of Arkansas trustees say they fear the state's Freedom of Information Act
could limit the number of applicants for president of the UA system. The names of the
applicants are public records under the FOI Act. The Arkansas Democrat-Gazette
reported that consultant Bill Funk told trustees Friday that some potential candidates
would be reluctant to apply. He said they fear losing their current jobs once their
names are released.
KSPR

The Milwaukee Police Department is violating the state's open records law by charging
excessive fees and arbitrarily limiting staff time to comply with requests from the
Journal Sentinel, according to a lawsuit the newspaper filed Thursday. The newspaper's
lawsuit cites state law that allows agencies to charge only for their "actual, necessary
and direct cost of location," and not to charge for the costs of censoring the records.
Milwaukee Journal

Now that New Jersey courtrooms have Wi-Fi capability, trial lawyers with wireless laptops
have a distinct edge: the ability to Google prospective jurors at the counsel table.
And an appeals court has given its blessing to the practice, reversing a trial judge who
told a lawyer to disconnect lest he gain an unfair advantage.
New Jersey Law Journal

A lawsuit filed Tuesday in Trenton, N.J., might provide the chance for the local federal
courts to address how far free speech rights go when an online critic uses a
trademarked name as the address for a "gripe site." Dominic Morgan, the plaintiff in
Morgan v. Nevyas, 10-cv-4552, seeks a declaratory judgment protecting his use of
website addresses for his criticism of the doctors he claims botched his Lasik surgery and
left him legally blind. On Aug. 26, an arbitrator ruled that Morgan's use of addresses
containing the names of the doctors, Anita Nevyas-Wallace and Herbert Nevyas, violated
their trademark rights and ordered him to transfer the domain names to them.
New Jersey Law Journal

The Buffalo judge in Muzzammil A. "Mo" Hassan's impending spousal-murder trial Friday
barred him from giving on-camera interviews to any media outlets and issued a
subpoena for the notes of the WGRZ-TV staffer who interviewed him off camera
Wednesday morning.
Buffalo News

This month, the FCC is likely to approve what could be an even bigger expansion of the
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unlicensed airwaves, opening the door to supercharged Wi-Fi networks that will do
away with the need to find a wireless hot spot and will provide the scaffolding for new
applications that are not yet imagined.
New York Times

Amtrak officials pushed the agency's longtime inspector general to resign — without
telling Congress — after the watchdog official exposed wrongdoing,
mismanagement and criminal activity inside the taxpayer-funded rail service, a
congressional probe has found.
Washington Times

In an Department of Defense memo sent last week to officials and the news media,
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs Douglas B. Wilson reaffirmed the
Pentagon’s effort to curb the flow of leaked or otherwise unauthorized information
to the news media. His effort is in response to an earlier plea from Defense Secretary
Robert Gates to tighten media access to the Pentagon by requiring that all department
officials notify the Department of Defense's Office of Public Affairs prior to any
communication with the news media or the public.
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press

CORPUS CHRISTI — City Attorney Carlos Valdez sent the City Council a message last
week: Be careful with your text messages. The 160-character phone messages could be
enough to put the city or any other governmental entity in violation of a state law that
requires government deliberations to take place in open, public meetings. State law also
could require governments to keep old text messages and release them to the
public if someone wants to read them. Text messaging by elected officials falls into a
gray area where the law hasn't caught up with technology. Valdez and open government
advocates expect the Texas Legislature to address the issue when it convenes in January.
Corpus Christi Caller

Become a
VCOG member today!

Editorials/Columns
Richmond Times-Dispatch: Al Franken isn't the only joker
in politics these days. The other day the campaign of 5th
District Rep. Tom Periello took a Twitter shot at Amanda
Hennenberg, the new spokeswoman for Periello's GOP
challenger, Robert Hurt, calling her a carpetbagger. In the
South, them's used to be fightin' words. Andy Sere, who
works for the National Republican Congressional
Committee, fought back by posting the out-of-district
addresses of several Periello campaign staffers. Despite the
fact that the addresses are already in the public domain,
the Periello camp cried foul -- denouncing Sere for
"crossing a line" with his "appalling" and "outrageous" and
"dangerous" and "unethical" practices. Sandbox spats like
these further debase the already low level of campaign
discourse and are bad enough when waged over legitimate
trivia.

Jack Balkin, CNN: Whether one likes it or not, Jones has a
First Amendment right to burn the Quran if he wants to. In
1989, the Supreme Court overturned a criminal conviction
for burning an American flag, despite concerns that it
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would greatly offend people, including American veterans.
If you can't be punished for burning an American flag, it's
hard to see how the government could punish you for
burning the Quran, the Bible or any other venerated object
you own. And, unlike a Klansman who burns a cross on a
black family's lawn, Jones was not threatening
violence, which is unprotected by the First
Amendment.
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Tuesday, September 14, 2010

State and Local stories
Richmond Times-Dispatch: State agencies still recovering from
a crippling computer blackout that froze some services for
days might see little in the way of money back. But the bill
could add up for Northrop Grumman. The defense giant has
agreed to pay $250,000 for an independent investigation
into what caused the failure of an "industry-leading" system
that VITA says has a 99.999 percent reliability.

Virginian-Pilot: Reggie Stevenson, a former Virginia Beach
tourism official, is suspected of making $14,177 in fraudulent
charges on a city-issued Visa card. The charges came to light
after The Virginian-Pilot reviewed his receipts.

Daily Press: Newport News School Board members are still
discussing televising their work sessions and special meetings.
Currently only the regular monthly meetings are televised,
but board members Betty Dixon and Pricillia Burnett asked in
July that the board look at televising more of its meetings.
Board members discussed the issue at their Sept. 8 work
session, and are scheduled to take a final vote at the Sept. 21
meeting. Board member Jeff Stodghill pointed out that camera
crews rolling around the room may prove distracting, and
viewers may not be able to tell exactly who is speaking
or have a good view of the proceedings.

Washington Post: Former Virginia Gov. Doug Wilder (D),
never afraid of sharing his opinions on Virginia and national
issues, began penning his own blog Wilder Visions on
Monday, designed, in his own words, to help avoid a "docile,
pliant populace."

VCOG's annual
conference, Oct.
21-22, in Richmond.
Click here to register.

FOIA how-to videos on
VCOG's YouTube
Channel

Become a fan of VCOG
on Facebook.

National Stories
By January 2011, an Internet database that lists Arizona's transactions larger than
$5,000 is scheduled to go live. The Legislature in 2008 passed a measure requiring the
Department of Administration to create the database. Local governments, school districts
and universities are also required to develop their own databases by Jan. 1, 2013. The
databases are part of an effort to make the state's finances more transparent.
Arizona Republic

A study of orthopedic specialists earning $1 million or more from medical device
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