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Subject: Transparency News 9/1/10: drivers' license amnesty; exploited loopholes; Law & Order libel

From: "Megan Rhyne" <Megan_Rhyne@mail.vresp.com>
Date: Wed, 01 Sep 2010 13:13:27 +0000
To: calindstrom@verizon.net

Wednesday, September 1, 2010

State and Local stories

VCOG Blog: Requesters (and government) acng kadl y ?

Times-Dispatch: If you're driving on an expired license because of Virginia's massive,
weeklong computer failure, you won't be ticketed by state police or some local authorities,
but it will be harder to renew your license. It's the latest sign that state government's
inability to do its work without a fully functioning information-technology system has
widened and deepened, affecting thousands of Virginians.

Washington Post: A day after Gov. Bob McDonnell called for an independent, third-party
investigation into Virginia's massive computer failure, the state's vendor, Northop
Grumman's vowed to learn from the problems of the last week and correct them.

Washington Post: When the House of Delegates announced last week that it would hold a
series of public hearings on redistricting, it came as news to the Senate. Sen. Janet Howell,
chairwoman of the Senate Privileges and Elections Committee, said she wanted the
Republican-led House and Democratic-run Senate to hold fall public hearings together to
save money and to be more convenient for residents. The answer from the House? No.

Free Lance-Star: Republicans in the 1st Congressional district are requesting a formal

sunSmallAlpha
VCOG seminar on making FOIA
easier with beer recor s
management. Sept. 15 at the
Library of Virginia. Download the
registraon fam lere .

VCOG’s annual conference, Oct.
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investigation into the financial statements of Democrac @ndi dite K ystd Bl l.

Virginian-Pilot: FBI, others join inquiry into no-show Norfolk employee

Virginian-Pilot: Norfolk City Council curtails Commissioner of Revenue Sharon McDonald’s
access to city funds, saying her use of tens of thousands of dollars on lobbying trips violated
her responsibilies .

Loudoun Times: Supervisors face full agenda in September

The Loudoun County Board of Supervisors will return to the dais Sept. 7aer amnth -long
recess to a full — and somewhat controversial — schedule. One hot buon iswe to e
discussed is public displays on the courthouse grounds: At issue is whether supervisors
should ban all public displays from the county courthouse lawn, including navity £ enes
and menorahs during the holidays, or connue w th tre arrent pl iy. he ml iy row
allows for 10 displays on the lawn on a first-come, first-serve basis.

Daily Progress: Fieen popl e lave gpl i fo te wat pen o te Alena rle Shool
Board. School Board members plan to interview candidates in closed session.

Chronicle of Higher Educaon : The Virginia Quarterly Review has closed its doors and
canceled its winter issue following an announcement that the University of Virginia would
invesgate quesons amut the jarnd 'snm agenent intle wk e of tie sucide of its
managing editor, according to The New York Times.

Naonal Saie

Cancer has ravaged several of Ann Aberson’s relaves, 0 $e wesn tlave ap dl en with her two teenage daughters wearing
bracelets to raise awareness of breast cancer. But their school principal does. This week, Balc H ¢ Shool , jist rorth d lere
became one of the latest across the USA to ban the rubber bracelet, which has a message some say is in poor taste: "l love

boobies."
USA Today
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Tomorrow’s WikiLeakers may have to be sneakier than just dumping military docs onto a Lady Gaga disc. The futurists at Darpa
are working on a project that would make it harder for troops to funnel classified material to WikiLeaks — or to foreign
governments. And that means if you work for the military, get ready to have your web, email and other network usage
monitored even more than it is now.

Wired

A weekly newspaper in New Mexico has been awarded a ligaon grart  from the Knight FOI Fund to press a legal acon ajai rst
a state college for disregarding basic requirements of that state’s "sunshine law."
FOI Advocate

Je Greene, aFlorida real estate developer who lost one of the year’s most bier a1 d closely watched primary elecons, is
preparing to sue The St. Petersburg Times and The Miami Herald for libel, claiming that arcl e trey bl ited st hmhshd
for the United States Senate. Dogged by rumors about wild pares @oard h s 45-fot yacht and dout fraudul ent real estate
deals, Mr. Greene will seek at least $500 million in damages in part, he said, to teach the news media a lesson. “l want to send a
message to every newspaper in the country: Do your homework,” he said Tuesday in a telephone interview. “I deserve to have
the record corrected, and they deserve to be punished.”

New York Times

Aorrey Rwi Btraan qeson "law & Order" producer OckVd f incanecon with a  $15 million libel acon tre lawy er fi a
in 2004 against 35 defendants, including Wolf and NBC Universal, a New York judge has ruled. The suit centers around a "Law &
Order" episode ent la 'Fl@ter,” in which a bald Indian-American matrimonial aorrey @l la&l 'Ravi Rtd "is a&pi ded bribing a
Supreme Court jusce in B aoklyn.

New York Law Journal

Mike Wise, a sports columnist at The Washington Post, published to his Twier acoun t that the Pis burgh Seel &s qiarter back
Ben Roethlisberger would be suspended for five games. Now Mr. Wise himself is suspended, because the informaon e
published about Mr. Roethlisberger was made up — a test, he said, of how fast a piece of misinformaon cul d gread al ire .
New York Times

Even as Texas spends hundreds of millions to hire more workers to process welfare applicaons, itfas imed o repl i
obsolete phone systems at more than 300 0 ces. At some, phones are more than two decades old and prone to "port failures"
in which callers hear a ring, but no line actually ringsin the o ce, 0 cials said. Also, many newly hired workers do not have
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voicemail. Experienced workers and supervisors do, but they complain of occasional malfunctions, which can make entire
0 cesunreachable.
Dallas Morning News

In his work as a professor, Stephen Downes used to feel that he was helping those who least needed it. His students at places
like the University of Alberta already had a leg up in life and could a ord the tui on. So when a colleague suggested they
co-teach an online class in learning theory at the University of Manitoba, in 2008, Mr. Downes welcomed the chance to expand
that privileged club. The idea: Why not invite the rest of world to join the 25 students who were taking the course for credit?
Over 2,300 people showed up.

Chronicle of Higher Educaon

Editorials/Columns

Daily Progress: They aren’t breaking the law. But are they breaking a trust? Charloesvi lle and
Albemarle o cials have been meeng piwatdy rast lilel y to d cuss sverd thorry issues on
which they are divided.

Times-Dispatch: The acronym of the Virginia Informaon Echnol @i e Aency - VTA -
implies "life," which seems an inaccurate descripon of the commonwealth’s computer
network during recent days.

Roanoke Times: Virginians might want to send a polite e-mail to Northrop Grumman and the
Virginia Informaon Technol @i s Aency pressimg teird gl @swre wth onp ute o utages
at state agencies. Of course, there is no guarantee it will arrive as the commonwealth’s
technology overseers connue theireicfal.

Virginian-Pilot: On Tuesday, Pilot reporters Harry Minium and Meghan Hoyer reported that an
audit had cleared McDonald of illegality for using a city credit card on extended lobbying trips
to Richmond. But it said she should have kept beer recor . That qual ifes & rd as  ely good
news only when compared to reports last week that McDonald had hired both of her
Become a daughters as accounng technidas & §2 a lour. ven &sumi g tat N Donalds
VCOG member daughters are the best accounng techni dans o R anet Erth , and $12 is a huge discount on
today'globel_bottom_left.gif
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their worth as employees, that arrangement is simply wrong.

Roanoke Times: In adelighul btd wderstatene nt ,Aorrey @nerd ken Qccirel li

admied tat acciso ly an Alermarle ©@unty juge & s ot v aitright rd irg in our
favor." Ah, no. In fact, Judge Paul M. Peatross Jr. ruled that in his bid to force the University of
Virginia to turn over documents related to the work of climatologist Michael Mann, Cuccinelli
had failed to show any cause to suspect Mann of fraud against the state.

Technically Incorrect, CNET News: Facebook would like us to believe the world will be a beer
place if we just share alil emare d arse wes. he rad to aleer vo | d tugh, is paved
with faux pas. You see, a woman in suburban Detroit was very excited to share her views
about a trial. The defendant, she believed, was guilty of resisng arest. e wsted fer
view to her friends and, depending on her privacy sen gs, aqii te afev dher gopl et 0o. The
only slight snag with her enthusiasm was that 20-year-old Hadley Jons was actually sin g m
the jury. And, well, according to the Associated Press, the jury hadn’t quite decided whether
the defendant was guilty or not. This might have been because the prosecuon fadn’ t, in
fact, finished presenng its @se.
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Subject: Transparency News 9/2/10: computer failure a nationwide issue; prison reading policy; more
From: "Megan Rhyne" <Megan_Rhyne@mail.vresp.com>

Date: Thu, 02 Sep 2010 13:04:28 +0000

To: calindstrom@verizon.net
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Thursday, September 2, 2010 VCOG seminar on making
FOIA easier with beer

State and Local stories records management. Sept.
15 at the Library of Virginia.

Washington Post: The data storage unit that failed in a warehouse outside of Richmond last
week, wreaking havoc in the computer networks of a number of Virginia agencies for more than
a week, is a ubiquitous bit of technology used by virtually every major company and
government in the country. The crash -- still baffling to state officials -- exposes the vulnerability VCOG'’s annual conference,

of modern, massively complex interconnected computer networks, and is being closely Oct. 21-22, in Richmond. Click
watched by information technology professionals across the country. here to register.

Washington Post: Gov. Bob McDonnell reports that the Virginia Deparment of Motor Vehicles

will be fully operaonal a Thur sday ', more than a week after the agency was virtually shuttered FOIA how-to videos on

by the failure of a computer storage drive at a warehouse south of Richmond. VCOG’s YouTube Channel

Download the registraon
form here.

News & Advance: The Lynchburg Tea Party, under the leadership of a new executive committee, B&COMe a fan of VCOG on
has reversed its plans for an open meeng with Rep. Tom Perriello Thursday night and decided Facebook.

the event is closed to the public and news media. In response, Perriello, D-5th District, also

reversed his plans and said he wouldn’t be there.

Roanoke Times: A jailhouse lawyer's complaint that he should have access to "Ulysses" and
"Lady Chatterly's Lover" prompted a federal judge to cite Walt Whitman, Robert Heinlein and
the Playboy magazine website Wednesday in a decision overturning the restricons o Vrgna
inmates’ reading materials. "One wonders whether the 'llliad's' depiction of the abduction of
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Helen might be considered by prison authories to e illstrave of aviolam of th e Mann
Act,” Senior U.S. District Court Judge James Turk sco ed in an opinion filed in federal court in
Roanoke.

Virginian-Pilot: A Virginia Beach-based political advocacy organization has sued a California radio
station for defamation, saying a broadcast wrongly linked the group to a bombing at a Florida
mosque.

Virginian-Pilot: Norfolk’s Commissioner of Revenue, Sharon McDonald, said she made mistakes
in judgment in her use of city credit cards, but she believed her spending on extended lobbying
trips to Richmond was jusfied.

Virginian-Pilot: Norfolk o cial quits over buying phone for teen with criminal record.

Daily Press: With a major hurricane o the coast threatening mayhem, a Yellowbook blunder
has the potenal to s np York @unty s@partrent d fre and Llife &fdy wth @l | sintended
for Dominion Virginia Power. The recently released 2010/2011 Yellowbook North Hampton
Roads publication — that covers Williamsburg and the Peninsula — listings for Dominion
Virginia Power’s Newport News and Williamsburg o ces are incorrect, according to a York
County statement. The number listed in the phone book is a direct line to York’s Department of
Fire and Life Safety and not a call center associated with Dominion, the statement said.

Naonal Saies

Rep. Maxine Waters has turned polical endor sene nts irto afam ly usiress, @iy fe deral elecon las to darge @lifan a
candidates and polical @uses to irtlwWe treirrane s & ler grsonal p ks o asm ple ballot, or "slate mailer,” she sends to as
many as 200,000 South Central Los Angeles voters, records show. Some statewide candidates paid as much as $45,000 for their
share of the costs to be included in the mailer, according to state and federal elecon recor s, and Wileit@n e astly fo te
candidates, the mailer has proved profitable for Mrs. Waters’ daughter, Karen.

Washington Times

Become a Editorials/Columns
VCOG member
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Virginian-Pilot: The state’s computer failure is being blamed on the failure of two circuit
boards installed by a subcontractor. It’s distressing to think that such basic equipment could
cause such widespread mayhem, but this can’t all be blamed on one subordinate company.
It's the responsibility of Northrop Grumman to have adequate backup systems in place and
to have a plan to quickly restore data when it’s compromised. It’s the Virginia Informaon
Technologies Agency'’s responsibility to make sure Northrop Grumman does all of the above.
Finally, it's Gov. Bob McDonnell’s and the legislature’s responsibility to have a contract in
place that ensures the state is compensated when things go this completely awry.

Virginian-Pilot: How loose is oversight at the Community Services Board, the point of entry
for Virginians seeking mental health and substance abuse services? How in the world could
any employee in any organization not come to work during three presidential
administraons? The asve r isthat she couldn’t. Not without help. And that’s where this
episode becomes serious business, a fact emphasized by the FBI's entry into the investigation.

Register & Bee: Independent congressional candidate Je Clark has said he will drop out of
thisyear’sFih D drid rece iftte pter o | eked i fomeo n abait his uy@aid  billsand
1993 bankruptcy filing comes forward. "I'd like to know, in the interest of full disclosure and
transparency, is where did this informaon cme fra? " Cak td d he Rily Ragress of
Charlottesville. "I’'m not angry. But let’s have some transparency in the Fifth District.” That
challenge assumes that a political enemy tipped off The Daily Progress, but the informatin
could have also come from reporters simply digging into a congressional candidate’s
background. With so many public records available online, the list of possible "suspects" is
todaylglobel boom | e gif long.
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From: "Megan Rhyne" <Megan_Rhyne@mail.vresp.com>

Date: Fri, 03 Sep 2010 12:46:27 +0000

To: calindstrom@verizon.net
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Friday, September 3, 2010 VCOG seminar on making FOIA
easier with beer recor &
State and Local stories management. Sept. 15 at the

Library of Virginia. Download

Schilling Show: After receiving intense criticism for a proposed secret process to select a the registraon fom fere

replacement for Brian Wheeler’s open at-large school board seat, tonight, the board relented.

In a closed meeting, the Albemarle County School Board amended their previously stated VCOG'’s annual conference, Oct.
plan. The updated protocol will include a more open interview process, in which each of the  21-22 in Richmond. Click here
15 applicants will publicly address a common set of questions posed by the board. to register.

Warren Sennel : The name of the game is telephone. The concept is easy. A group of people  FOIA how-to videos on VCOG's
sit in a circle. One person whispers a “secret” to another person and that person shares it, and YouTube Channel
soitgoesunl te lst @rson intre arcde lears te scret and repor ts it aut lo ud to the

group. Once the round is complete parci@nts ej ¢ agod lagh & fow d dated th e Become a fan of VCOG on
message gets by the end of the game. In recent weeks Front Royal Town Council has been not Facebook.

only playing telephone, but taking the game to the next level by not taking responsibility for

starng te qane , and refwsig to end it

Virginian-Pilot: Sharon Thornhill, who in August said she was resigning for personal reasons,
now says she was fired after an Suffolk Election Board member sent her photos of a nude
woman. The board says Thornhill tried to use the message as leverage.

Washington Post: Gov. Bob McDonnell said Thursday that it’s possible some data may be lost
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due to a statewide computer outage this week thatle B date ajencies, irclwi g the
Department of Motor Vehicles, scrambling to serve Virginians.

Times-Dispatch: More than aweek aer tre ©l lgpse d onmp uter gstens itrnns fo Vign g
Northrop Grumman is saying it "deeply regrets" the outage that paralyzed some of the basic
work of state government for days.

News & Advance: Je rey Clark, the independent candidate vying for the 5th District
congressional seat, rescinded his condional oer to wthdrav from the race Thursday night.

Roanoke Times: The 2.5 million-member American Legion expressed its displeasure Thursday
with the placement of a bust of Soviet dictator Josef Stalin at the Naonal B ay M morial in
Bedford, saying the site now has the "notorious distinction of probably having the only bust or
statue of Stalin in America."”

Government Technology: California, Boston and Chesterfield County, Va. took top honors
from the Center for Digital Government’s Best of the Web awards program. Best of the Web
highlights the top 10 state, county and city portals in the naon trat sow tre h g est levels
of innovaon, funconal ityard e ci emy.

Naonal Saie

New York Gov. David A. Paterson on Monday vetoed a bill, strenuously opposed by the court system and prosecutors, which
would have made the disclosure of sealed court records a crime punishable by up to one year in prison.
New York Law Journal

A Detroit-area woman who was removed from a jury for commenng @&out tre agoi iy @s e on Facebook has a longer wring
task ahead: a five-page essay about the constitutional right to a fair trial. A judge ordered the essay for Hadley Jons, three
weeks aer 9e wae o Rcebook tat itvas ‘gonna & fn to © | te &ferdant the y’re GUILTY.”

Atlanta Journal-Constitution

When does a company that has made financial disclosures fail to sasfy d £l aur e requi rene nts ? That queson tas e rged in
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the civil-fraud case the Securies and Echange ®mmi sio ispursu iy aai st tree former top o cials of Countrywide

Financial Corp.
Wall Street Journal

The Democrac ®@verrors Asacian filedaneleons cap airntonThusday in®io d leging that the Fox News illegally
helped the Republican nominee for governor solicit funds. The associaon sys fox d lowed John Kasich to request
contribuons fran verers dirilg an Ailg. B braadcast and displayed the address of his campaign Web site. The complaint
alleges the free publicity is an improper campaign contribuon. Afox gokesvo ma n s id that the network had not yet been
served the complaint and that she could not comment.

New York Times

Going to the doctor is going paperless, as new Obama administraon i & requi re tos pitals and physicians to convert millions
of paperpaent fies todgtd recorcs. Mdi @ povicrs wlllave to electronically record certain informaon like apaent’s
weight, blood pressure, prescripons axd dleg e ly D11. Bery year &r tlat w |require moreinformaon ¢ e asures™ to
be put into computers.

Fox News

Jason Senne doesn’t dispute that he illegally parked overnight in Palane, Ill., ut the contents of the citaon fe recei\ed ae a
entirely different story. The Palatine man is suing the village for lisng personal ifarm on onhis Ag. Dclet - visible for five
hours on his parked Acura in the area of Hawk Street and Heron Drive - including his name, address, date of birth, driver’s
license number, sex, height and weight. Aorrey Ml rn Mr phy on Ag. Z filedalasu itin federal court against the village of
Palatine, claiming the ticket violated the Driver Privacy Protection Act.

Daily Herald (Arlington Heights, 111.)

Tom Joyner, one of the country’s most-visible philanthropic supporters of historically black colleges and universies, tas
founded a company to help those inst wons deel op distance-educaon payrars —with aparcul @ faus o dlov g them
to compete against for-profit colleges in enrolling minority students.

Chronicle of Higher Educaon

Editorials/Columns
Become a
VCOG member News Leader: Itis infuriang tat gverme nt oc idsad iswace iMustry dita

today!globel boom legif
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collectors (protected by our flimsy state Freedom of Informaon At ) have let down the
residents of Augusta County who might or might not have serious concerns on their hands.
Forget that their insurance rates might skyrocket without warning, there’s also the tiny, little
detail of whether or not the fire companies residents pay for through tax dollars and a few
bucks in the fire bucket at stoplight fundraisers can get the job done when it maers .

Daily Progress: So how long now has the handwring keen @rwed lage pon tre wall? Wo
years? Three? Virginia government’s weeklong computer outage should have caught no one
by surprise. Authories tave khown fo \ears @out pdol e3 wth e grfom nce d te
subcontractor in charge of the state’s systems. But no one has implemented ane ecv e
soluon.

News & Advance: In the wake of the massive outage, it is imperave tmat date gver nre nt
leaders determine what went wrong and why it took so long for the network to come back
up. To that end, Gov. Bob McDonnell announced Thursday that hiso ce and the Joint
Legislave Aiditaxd Rviev ®mmi e (LARC), te inesgave armof the@ne al

Assembly, would be commissioning an independent review of the incident and Northrup-
Grumman’s handling of it. The company, quite appropriately, will be foong tre b Il for the
review.

Virginian-Pilot: It's satisfying to know that the University of Virginia is under no obligation to
comply with Aorrey @nerd Ken Qccirel li'séna nd fo tousands d dcune nts ad
e-mails related to climate scienst M dael M nn. Rt itsmrfyingtoraiztl Virginia's
top lawyer appears to know less about what it takes to get a subpoena past a judge than the
most casual watcher of the TV series "Law & Order."
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Subject: Transparency News 9/6/10: Labor Day edition; encryption; retreats; DMV call-back
From: "Megan Rhyne" <Megan_Rhyne@mail.vresp.com>

Date: Mon, 06 Sep 2010 12:46:26 +0000

To: calindstrom@verizon.net
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Monday, September 6, 2010 VCOG seminar on making FOIA
easier with beer recor &5
State and Local stories management. Sept. 15 at the

Library of Virginia. Download the
registraon fam lere .

Times-Dispatch: Fallout from the state government's massive computer failure is causing
headaches for more Virginians. The Department of Motor Vehicles yesterday asked 4,240
applicants for driver’s licenses and idenficaon cads torgort toaDM oce toha vetheir vCOG's annual conference, Oct.
photographs taken again because photos on file can't be retrieved. And the State Board of ~ 21-22, in Richmond. Click here to
Elecons, W ose ot er-regi raon files are sll m opr ang progerly, amunced in apost register.

on the social-networking site Twier tret @rt d its w bsite is dwn.

FOIA how-to videos on VCOG'’s
Virginian-Pilot: Four Community Services Board execuves axd a1 asigant wio kew an YouTube Channel
employee was collecng asl ay w th kenefits fo 2 years w thout dowi g p fo wr k
have been fired or forced to resign, the head of the agency said Friday. The agency is turning B&come afan of VCOG on
over its findings to the FBI, state and city police for their invesgaons, (B Eecuve Facebook.
Director Maureen Womack said. The agency found no evidence that other sta ers collected
any of the money lJill McGlone received, Womack said.

Clarke Daily News: A School Board “retreat” that has been in the planning stages since May,
2010 appears to be in jeopardy according to school sources. Specific reasons for why the
retreat, which was schedule for next week, will be allowed to die Tuesday night were not
given.
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Alexandria Gazee Racket : As the use of smart-phone technology has become more
prevalent, Alexandria police o cials have become more and more concerned about the
widespread availability of people to listen to the police radio frequencies. The consequence,
Reyes suggests, could be encrypon. Tat reaans tre gnerd bl icwul d no longer have
access to police radio, a decision that would add to concerns about a lack of transparency in
a department that refuses to release incident reports.

Herald-Courier: For 20 years, natural-gas royales @l oxgi g to Suthae st V rgin ap qoerty
owners have been accumulang in date contrd lel ecrov acounts, lagel y nchecked for
accuracy. That was supposed to change with the first independent audit of the accounts in a
decade. But the audit of $26 million overseen by the Virginia Gas and Qil Board is on track to
be less comprehensive than board members prescribed, and more expensive than some
anci@ted.

Daily Press: William and Mary’s creave ervi s cépartre nt tas cvel ped a mobile
website that allows students, faculty, sta members, alumni and other users to have access
to university informaon fram treirifd Touch, ihone, B a&kberry o dher sa rtpho ne
while they’re on-the go.

Virginian-Pilot: Use this database to look at salaries of more than 14,000 employees in the
five South Hampton Roads cies, & d JUy 1 210. You @n xarch dlslaie ly d icking on
the city name, or search by keyword in posion and cpartme nt. bip | yees ae ot mam ed.
"Experience" means tenure with the city, and does not necessarily include previous
employment. By law, all government employee salary data is public informaon .

Naonal Saies

In a remarkable twist to the bal e wer Ca glit’s Alul t rvies aea, tte dte r emoves the secon and repl aes the lone - @ge
link to it with a "censored" tag.
CNET News

A recent Supreme Court decision could alter what public transit riders here see in adversene nts o dty luses and trars and
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in transit shelters. Images promong gins, Wi d ae banned under an adversimy ml ioy of the San Francisco Metropolitan
Transportaon Aency, dowe d p recently o wsters fo aonfeaence fo te cond Amendment Foundaon, agn rdits
group based in Washington. On posters here, the guns were replaced with more innocuous pepper spray canisters, police
badges and bare hands.

New York Times

GOVERNMENTS are increasingly finding ways to enforce their laws in the digital realm. The most prominent is China’s “great
firewall”. But China is by no means the only country erecng tor cers in g/berspace. T 'he OpenNet Initiative, an advocacy group,
lists more than a dozen countries that block internet content for polical , ccid a nd security reasons. They do not need
especially clever technology: governments go increasingly aer @m rant ol ire fima lecause trey ae asy to gt h old of. In
April Google published the numbers of requests it had received from o cial agencies to remove content or provide informaon
about user.

The Economist

Editorials/Columns

Daily Press: Gov. Bob McDonnell is pushing hard to deliver on one campaign pledge: to
privaze tre date BC dae. Vignawuldle eer o ifhe hoored arot her pom ise
he made as a candidate: to take the lead in ensuring that one of the fundamental tasks of
representave @&no crey is@rriel at inaway tat’'stre to is pircip &. hat’ sthe
redrawing of legislave d grids. A da&e ae fair, meaningful elecons — in which voters
are presented with real choices.

Roanoke Times: Virginia lawmakers have had 10 years to fix the way they draw
congressional and legislave d grids a&r the US. @Gnsus. Tey close nd to Mw, the
Republican leadership in the House of Delegates is laying groundwork for one of the most
contentious, partisan redistricting seasons in memory.

Times-Dispatch: The release arrived by e-mail shortly aer roon. The teadl ire paclared,

"Aorrey @nerd Qccirel liReased Wth Apectsd Wa CDRilig."The wrd said all
Become a anyone needed to know. The statement conceded the AG took it on the chin in his pursuit
VCOG member of a climate professor who formerly taught at the University of Virginia. A similar headline
today!globel boom legif
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in the Sports secon w ul d repor t: “Coach Praises Play of O ensive Line in 73-0 Loss.™

Daily Progress: Kudos to Rep. Tom Perriello for taking a stand on openness by saying “no” to
a planned Tea Party meeng in lynchburg ar tke groyp changed its mind about making
last week’s meeng @en to te bl ic.
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Subject: Transparency News 9/7/10: different access; entire articles; zoning & Google Earth
From: "Megan Rhyne" <Megan_Rhyne@mail.vresp.com>

Date: Tue, 07 Sep 2010 12:47:26 +0000

To: calindstrom@verizon.net

sunSmallAlpha

Tuesday, September 7, 2010 VCOG seminar on making FOIA
easier with beer recor &
State and Local stories management. Sept. 15 at the

Library of Virginia. Download the
registraon fam lere .

VCOG Blog: It's the same law, but media and citizens nonetheless sometimes enjoy different
types of access.

VCOG'’s annual conference, Oct.
Times-Dispatch: Henrico County is entering the 10th year of its novel program to provide a 21-22 in Richmond. Click here to

laptop computer to every high school and middle school student. Now ubiquitous, the -

' _ ; - s register.
laptops have become central to Henrico's instructional curriculum. School officials and
instructional-technology experts say their use has expanded the possibilies fo larn g ,
engaged students in the learning process in ways never done before, and prepared them
better for postsecondary education and the work environment.

Washington Post: Scores of Loudoun County residents are scheduled to speak Tuesday night
against a county board commission’s recommendaon trat w ul d disallow religious holiday
displays on the grounds of the county courthouse, according to the Leesburg Town Council.

Naonal Saies

With immediate access to aerial images, code enforcement o cials in Mecklenburg County, N.C., can find out who's violang
codes with a simple click. But county o cials say they’re not using technology like Google Earth to snoop around randomly.
According to Tim Taylor, a county code enforcement manager, they only take the eyes-in-the-sky route to verify complaints
from residents. The use of this technology by local governments, however, has put the argument of public use versus privacy
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rights under the microscope.
Government Technology

A (Springfield, Ill.) State Journal-Register reporter who covered a murder trial in Quincy last spring believes he was targeted by
law enforcement because of news arcles e w ae dout tre trid, h slaw er sys. R ecords show that Bruce Rushton had just
finished covering the Shirley Skinner murder trial for The State Journal-Register in Quincy on May 6 when he was pulled over
outside the Adams County Courthouse and charged with driving with a suspended license and disregarding a stop sign. The
license-related charge was dropped, but the incident has prompted a legal e ort by Rushton, 46, to determine why he was
stopped in the first place and to get the stop sign cket d am sed. H sar neys ae seeking informaon o lav enf a cene nt
radio tra c and usage of a database used to check criminal records.

(Springfield, IlI.) State Journal-Register

The Texas attorney general has opened an antitrust investigation into how Google ranks search results, the first United States
case to strike at the heart of the company’s main search business. The issue at hand — referred to as search neutrality — is
whether Google manipulates results to thwart compet as and alvance its own lusiress es.

New York Times

In a lawsuit, Las Vegas-based Righthaven LLC says Nevada Republican Senate nominee Sharron Angle has violated copyright laws
by posng o rews papers daie intrei rerety on he capa i gnwd si te . Righthaven is asking a federal district judge for
statutory damages for willful infringement of the two arcl e, ar neys’ fes ad co ntrol of Angle’s domain name,
sharronangle.com.

Polico

Despite $7 billion in federal grants and other spending over the last seven years to improve the ability of public safety
departments to talk to one another, most experts in such communicaons sy that it w ill be years, if ever, before a single
naonw @& bl ic af &y radi o sstem becomes a reality.

New York Times

Georgia Republican gubernatorial candidate Nathan Deal fulfilled his pledge to release his tax records as his rival Roy Barnes had
four months earlier. The former North Georgia congressman, who listed his net worth at $2.5 million on his financial
disclosures, put 29 years worth of his income tax records online. He released only 1040 forms, which o er a basic overview,
however, not the detailed supplemental forms that show the specific revenue streams from specific businesses and properes.
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Atlanta Journal-Const uon

Editorials/Columns

Free Lance-Star: Polics &id, ontrang wt ha pr vde fiimf o copu ter sevices v
probably a wise move (it was iniated ly @v. M rk Wrrer, wo douldkiow athm or
two about tech services). But holding NG’s feet to the fire is not only in order, it’s
essenal . here isro ach ti g & "too big to be accountable.” Mr. McDonnell should
make sure that computes with Big Tech.

Become a News Record: Aer mch topimg, payig and wiry, N roso Comp. ha nack the
VCOG member decision to build a massive data center in Boydton, and for the first time in a long time
today!globel boom legif Southside Virginia has a big economic development win under its belt.
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Subject: Transparency News 9/8/10: BOE FOIA ruling; worker cards; fed FOIA report card; warrantless GPS
From: "Megan Rhyne" <Megan_Rhyne@mail.vresp.com>

Date: Wed, 08 Sep 2010 12:46:26 +0000

To: calindstrom@verizon.net

sunSmallAlpha

Wednesday, September 8, 2010 VCOG seminar on making
FOIA easier with beer
State and Local stories records management. Sept.

15 at the Library of Virginia.

Augusta Free Press: Gov. Bob McDonnell announced today that the Department of Motor Download the registraon

Vehicles will suspend acceptance of the federally-issued Employment Authorization Document

form here.
(1-766) as proof of legal presence in the United States, a condition of obtaining a driver’s license or
identification card in Virginia. The action, according to the governor’s office, is the result of VCOG's annual conference,
concerns over the document’s reliability as evidence of an individual’s federal government Oct. 21-22, in Richmond.
authorization to be in the country. Click here to reqister.
News Virginian: A judge has ruled that the Augusta County Board of Equalization violated the FOIA how-to videos on

state’s open meetings law in 2008, a decision that will lead to procedural changes and arefund ~ VCOG's YouTube Channel

for a homeowner, officials said Tuesday.
Read the decision Become a fan of VCOG on

Facebook.

Northern Virginia Daily: After more than 11 years at the helm, Ronald L. King announced his
resignaon @ Tuesday & drecta d the Wrren @unty Rpartment ¢ Scid Srvies e ecve

at the end of the month. "In terms of the e ect on the county I think that his decision will benefit
the Department of Social Services and the county as a whole by eliminang h m & af ocal point
for any kind of concentraon @ W at las transp red wer tre last [fer] years,” Sipe rvisor Glenn
White said. "We now have a clean slate, which is good and we can do what the department is
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supposed to do, which is take care of the socially needy people in the community and not spend
our time [on] what's constitutional, what's not constitutional and so on and so forth."

Washington Post: The rights of a convicted sex o ender, who was being tracked as a suspect in a
string of sexual assaults, were not violated when Fairfax County police secretly placed a global
posioni Iy system avie o hs\ehi de without a warrant, the Virginia Court of Appeals ruled
Tuesday.

Register & Bee: Pisylvani a®@unty isa itsvay to @ssig a1 o d rance defining decency and
community standards. The Board of Supervisors unanimously voted during its regular meeng
Tuesday night to hold a public hearing on Sept. 21 onadra o d rance tat wul d e fine
obscenity. The county has no ordinance defining community standards above those of the state,
but does have an ordinance against profanity, swearing and drunkenness in public.

News Leader: The Je erson Literary and Debang Scidy (fainded in B25 & U \a.'sfist &cret
society, later shedding its secrecy) partnered with the Miller Center of Public A airs to host an
event at the Miller Center last week that promised to shed light on such "Secrets and Tradions
of U.Va."

Naonal Saies

A group that opposes secrecy in government says the federal government significantly reduced its backlog of document
requests from the public last year, but also slowed its pace of opening previously confidenal ra terid to bl icvev . Areport
Tuesday from OpenTheGovernment.org said the government’s record is mixed, but suggested the Obama administraon wul d
be less secreve than its pedecessar, the Rish am n greaon.

Associated Press

Read the report

Looking to tap into Web surfers’ privacy concerns, new companies are popping up to help people browse the Internet and send
messages anonymously. But these companies face a major challenge: gen g gopl e to @y fao W b- ri\acy somar e
Wall Street Journal
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Some professors believe Wikipedia has no place in the footnotes of a college paper. But could it have a place on the syllabus?
The Wikimedia Foundaon, the ronprdit o gani zon that des fudraising ard bak-erd support for the popular open-source
encyclopedia, says yes. So do the nine professors at prominent colleges who have agreed to make creang, aigne nng, ad
eding WKediaetries @rt d tei r sudents’ oursework .

USA Today

An Obama administraon ml iy dlowi g US lorder oc idsto seize and search laptops, smartphones and other electronic
devices for any reason is being challenged by the ACLU as unconst wonal .
Wired

A federal appeals court said Tuesday the government may obtain cell-site informaon that ra bi le fhone @rrigs reta n m

their customers without a probable-cause warrant under the Fourth Amendment. The decision by the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals was not, however, an outright Obama administraon v day. loner wurts, the three-judge panel wrote, could demand
the government show probable cause — the warrant standard — before requiring carriers to release such data to the feds.
Wired

Read the decision

Southern District of New York Judge Lewis Kaplan ruled Tuesday that filmmaker Joseph Berlinger can be quesoned @dout
events that occurred when his cameras were not rolling on his documentary about environmental ligaon aging devronin
Ecuador. Berlinger had already been compelled by Kaplan to produce ouakes fran h's movie "Crude” that Chevron claims
shows plain s law er Seven @nzigr egaged in m <onduct ly irfluencig Euadorean o cials and experts in the case.
New York Law Journal

Days before Jan Brewer became governor of Arizona, a judge took the highly unusual step of sealing her son’s 20-year-old
criminal case file. Them my d the January 009 o cer ty M ricmpa ©unty Juperia C ourt Judge Pendleton Gaines was not
coincidental. Ronald Brewer was concerned about his past being revealed, embarrassing his mother and compromising his own
mental health. Gaines’ reasoning, however, is a secret. Now the governor’s son is doing bal e w th the dat€ slagest
newspaper, trying to prevent it from publishing anything from the sealed case file, which a reporter obtained in May when a
county courthouse employee simply handed it over. Even those inside Brewer’s inner circle agree that The Arizona Republic is
likely to win the legal fight.

Arizona Guardian
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The Freeland Community School District won’t release scores of e-mail messages sent between former Freeland High School
teacher Marcie L. Rousseau and former high school Assistant Principal J. Barry Weldon Jr. Using the Michigan Freedom of
Informaon At, he Qgiraw Mws requested ‘any conmu ni@ons, iMudngenad | o t ext messages, sent by or to Marcie L.
Rousseau, or by or to J. Barry Weldon Jr.” during the last three months of 2009. Rousseau, 33, of Thomas Township, is charged
with 29 sex crimes against the same male student in Saginaw and Midland counes. The English teacher resigned in June.
Saginaw News

Editorials/Columns

Virginian-Pilot: As far as state legislators are concerned, redistricng isd | d&out trem Bery
10 years, they get to draw their own districts, picking and choosing which voters are theirs
and which ones they’ll give to their friends or their foes. Sophiscated @wnp uter g ograms
allow them to carve up communies pecirtt ly pecirct, een bak ly b ak.

Kerry Dougherty, Virginian Pilot: Why do you suppose the library sta at the Augusta
Correconal @nte pl lae Jane s Jo/ce o the del\es? pparently fo e sne reason it
yanked "Lady Chaerle’slover,"ty DH law ence, fist bl ided in ©28. The rovel s
violated the state ban on sexually explicit literature behind bars. Yet, according to a lawsuit
filed by inmate William R. Couch, inmates are allowed to read Playboy and the ever-popular
Sports lllustrated swimsuit issue. In other words, Hef is fine and Hemingway probably isn’t.

Roger Chesley, Virginian Pilot: Did a no-show worker for Norfolk’s Community Services Board
have incriminang otc d h der-yps? That'saqueson |leep akig, ol y fal F-j&imly,
as each new revelaon one s ait intre ase d Jll Nl d me. he’stre 'enp | yee” - ifyou
can call her that - who received 12 years of paychecks for staying away from the job. And
hey, who among us wouldn’t like that deal? | can’t imagine what circumstances possessed
supervisors to dole out hundreds of thousands of dollars in pay and benefits to McGlone
over the course of those years.

Free Lance-Star: TWO WORDS THAT shouldn’t go together are "secret," and "Congress." But
Become a there’s a longstanding rule in the Senate that allows a senator to place a secret hold on any
VCOG member piece of legislaon, @& log & itd o fas tte @rty lader’'s b ssirg. The enata thereby
today'globel_bottom_left.gif
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anonymously blocks furtheracon on abllwnl te hddislid Afold initdf canbea
worthwhile tool if a senator wants ne 1o research lgyidan, epeciallyabil Ita tmight
have serious implications back home. But that is done publicly, with a name attached, and

suggests a senator is being conscienous &out h s jd.
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Subject: Transparency News 9/9/10: Tweeting addresses; vigilante in ad case; torture v. state secrets
From: "Megan Rhyne" <Megan_Rhyne@mail.vresp.com>

Date: Thu, 09 Sep 2010 12:46:26 +0000

To: calindstrom@verizon.net

sunSmallAlpha

Thursday, September 9, 2010 VCOG seminar on making
FOIA easier with beer

State and Local stories records management. Sept.
15 at the Library of Virginia.

Daily Progress: The Rutherford Institute is blasting closed meetings between Albemarle and Download the registraon

Charlottesville elected officials as a violation of “the people’s constitutional rights.” form here.

Daily Press: Attorneys for four targets of subpoenas in defamation lawsuits filed against VCOG's annual conference,

Commonwealth’s Aorrey Bb H &s ae fghng arepest by plains toget cqpes of t heir Oct. 21-22, in Richmond.

computer hard drives. All four Gloucester cizens sy they fave onp | iel W th arlie r subpoenas Click here to register.

for troves of documents sought by aorreys d three ¢ acester @unty apervisxrs a1 d an

ex-supervisor in their lawsuits against Hicks. Aenp ts to dta n wpi & d trei r om puter hard FOIA how-to videos on
drives exceeds the scope of "non-party" discovery in Virginia Supreme Court laws and should be  VCOG's YouTube Channel
quashed, according to documents filed last week in Richmond City Circuit Court.

Become a fan of VCOG on

Roanoke Times: An attempt to expose an improper political ad brought a two-month federal Facebook.
prison sentence Wednesday, with the judge calling the would-be whistle-blower a vigilante.

Times-Dispatch: The addresses of several campaign sta ers for Rep. Tom Perriello, D-5th, were
posted on Twier late Tuesday night by a spokesman for the Naonal Rpubl ian ®ngressi mal
Commiee, in gparent reacon toaParidlocapaigntwet dout ae of Hs Rpubli can rival’s
employees.
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Virginian-Pilot: Norfolk Commissioner of Revenue Sharon McDonald has hired a public relaons
specialist at taxpayer expense in an e ort to burnish her o ce’s reputaon. M yor Rul Fam
strongly cricizd tre cciga. ¢ said Nl Donald wthasa d jet B ep |l yees, can'tjusfy
the need for a public relaons gecid id.

News & Messenger: A conference room, a pile of dirt and the terminaon d adpartre nt lead
helped spark an e ort by some Dumfries council members to strip the town manager of part of
her authority. The council decided Tuesday night to move forward with ordinance changes
regarding the town manager’s responsibilies. Itd o rarked the cond onsecuwe m eeng
during which council members engaged in verbal sparring over the issue. Councilman Jerry
Foreman introduced an ordinance change Tuesday that would remove the town manager’s
exclusive authority over the use of town property. Under the change, the manager would have to
have the council’s consent when deciding the use of such property.

Loudoun Times: Jesus will remain on the Loudoun County courthouse grounds, as long as
Buddha, Luke Skywalker and the Flying Spaghe m nster can stay, too.

Naonal Saie

The Reporters Commiee fo fFeedom d tte Ressand ® dher radi aagani zons fled a friend-of-the-court brief Tuesday
asking the U.S. Supreme Court to reverse a lower court ruling that denied a federal Freedom of Informaon At request fa
documents regarding ammunion dage paedures & a\Wsh mtan sate Mval fase .

Reporters Commiee fao Feedom d tre Ress

9th Circuit throws out CIA torture lawsuit for naonal scurity reasons /e acidg on by a divided appeals court says the risk of
state secrets being exposed outweighs the alleged vicns ’ gt t© ek dna ges from a Boeing subsidiary they say aided in the
rendions.

Los Angeles Times

The 'censored’ bar, which acted as a symbolic protest against the removal of Craigslist’s Adult Services secon m Fidy, las
now itself been removed.
CNET News
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The Constwon’ s Farth Aren dmen t potecons aregery a | @d wordo ut as aéfendats challenge law enforcement’s use
of high-tech snooping devices - oen ewp | yed w thout curt wrrants - to track treirmvene nts and i Id ases a gainst
them.

Weashington Times

Top administrators in the city of Vernon, already among the highest-paid local o cials in the state, racked up hundreds of
thousands of dollars on first-class flights, rooms at luxury hotels like the Ritz-Carlton and limousine service paid for by the city,
records reviewed by The Times show. The records, which date back to 2005, detail lavish travel expenses billed to the city by its
top execuves, itlwimg farer aty am ndraas @nal O @llghan and Eic T K esch. Details of the travel expenses come
amid growing scruny d te lagel yirdustrid dty d % resicgnts, wiere t dty aorreys add am ndraas received h ¢h
salaries, most notably Fresch, who in 2008 earned more than $1.6 million.

Los Angeles Times

Asuitping ady rme, G.,gn cale gairst dw York Gty d yor M dael B @nb erg gotairne & te @orga®urt d
Appeals on Tuesday, when former Georgia congressman Bob Barr and ligata Rte C C anfield faced o over a single page that
wasn't filed in the court record. The court’s decision about that sheet of paper will determine whether the gun dealer,
Adventure Outdoors Inc., whom Barr represents, may proceed with its defamaon i t a gainst Bloomberg, Canfield’s client. The
gun dealer claims the mayor defamed it in his campaign against illegal sales of weapons that were used against New Yorkers.
The page at issue is a verificaon - dmlyalaw er’sad lignt’ sstaterent tht, among other things, the claim is
well-grounded in fact and exisng lay o that ter€ sagod fd th agune nt fo tre - modification of existing law.

Fulton County Daily Report

The Seal e foundaon started a nav p rogramo n Wl nesday toprovi de access to its data, research and evaluaons ¢ d st
700 local nonprofit groups in and around the city and King County. Such informaon w s peviasly aaildl e o ly to clients
who maintained “giving accounts,” known as donor-advised funds, but is now available through the foundaon’ s\Wb ste free
to anyone.

New York Times

The government’s top tech chiefs announced the launch of a depot for online contests that let Americans vie for cash prizes by
solving problems federal agencies cannot confront alone. Challenge.gov is both a tool for agencies to easily publicize
compeons ad fa cizens toenter catests. Trepubdi c docanvote cmprepesed s oluons o te dte
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Become a
VCOG member today!globel boom legif
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Subject: Transparency News 9/10/10: still no name; void regional authority?; signature suit; North Pole
From: "Megan Rhyne" <Megan_Rhyne@mail.vresp.com>

Date: Fri, 10 Sep 2010 13:18:29 +0000

To: calindstrom@verizon.net
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Friday, September 10, 2010 VCOG seminar on making FOIA
easier with beer recor s
State and Local stories management. Sept. 15 at the

Library of Virginia. Download

Register & Bee: A group of Pittsylvania County residents suing the Board of Supervisors wants the registraon fo m fere

the county’s ordinance that established the Danville-Pittsylvania Regional Industrial Facility
Authority (RIFA) declared void. Nancy Barbour Smith, Karen Maute, Andrew Lester, George VCOG's annual conference, Oct.
Stanhope and Carolyn A. Gibson amended their complaint against the county Tuesday in 21-22, in Richmond. Click here
Pittsylvania County Circuit Court, saying the Board of Supervisors violated state law when it to register.

failed to give adequate public noce before it adopted the ordinance creating RIFA in 2001.

FOIA how-to videos on VCOG'’s
Mount Vernon Gazee : It’s been 10 months since a Fairfax County Police o cer shot and killed YouTube Channel
an unarmed man on Richmond Highway, a case that’s called into queson the transparen cy of
the department and put a spotlight on the ability of the department to withhold informaon ~ Become afan of VCOG on
from the public. Even now, almost a year later, the department has yet to release the video Facebook.
footage of the shoong recorded from the dashboard camera of the o cers cruiser. The
public has yet to learn the name of the o cer who shot and killed David Masters, a mentally ill
man who was suspected of stealing flowers.

Richmond Times-Dispatch: Rep. Tom Perriello and independent challenger Je rey Clark
clashed last night over who was responsible for the home-loans crisis that caused the
recession. They agreed, however, that Republican candidate Robert Hurt should have been
present for their debate in the 5th District congressional race.
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Daily Press: Back-to-school me ech year @n mse asqi fcant ik fo ieénty tlke | av
enforcement o cials were told this week. "Parents give out a lot of personal informaon,
including Social Security numbers for their children,"” said Paige Pederson, a cerfie didenty
the n«k mnagene nt gecidid. Inmst @ses, ifyou &k, they don’t even need the Social
Security number, but if they do you should ask what they’re doing to protect your
informaon.

Daily Progress: The Albemarle School Board has picked four candidates to interview for the
vacant seat on the board. School Board Chairman Ronnie Price Sr. said the candidates who
will be interviewed next week are Ned Gallaway, Robert “Bob” E. Beard, Harley L. Miles and Dr.
Maurice Lipper. Price announced the finalistsaer adsed maeng late Thursday night. The
15 applicants had been asked to submit resumes and leers d iterest, inadi o to giving
public speeches to the board Wednesday night.

News Virginian: Waynesboro school o cials are weighing whether to o er a virtual high
school to local students.

News Leader: Staunton library’s change from tradional to v rtwal conp uters & tre limay for
patrons to access earned the city a statewide award for innovaon inle@al gvernre n t.

Naonal Saie

An Eastern Panhandle freedom of informaon @se isrow p to te Wst VY rgina3pre me Court of Appeals. The Court heard
arguments yesterday in a case brought by a Je erson County newspaper, The Shepherdstown Observer. The Observer wants
the Je erson county clerk to release signatures from a peon tta leltoa sgcial demn last November on a new zoning
ordinance.

West Virginia Public Broadcasng

A massive cache of previously unpublished classified U.S. military documents from the Iraq War is being readied for publicaon
by WikiLeaks, a new report has confirmed.
Wired
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The obscure Chrisan @sta wo paned torark te nrth aniersary d $ptenber 11laacks ly urnm opi s d te
Koran has had his website pulled from the Internet, the hosng onp any sid @n ®odgane , a gokesm n fo wpula wb
host Rackspace Hosng, sid @Dve Wrld @treach @nte fad vd daed ‘hate geech” p ovisions of its contract with Rackspace.
Reuters

An e-mail virus swept through the Internet Thursday, snarling tra ¢ and taking down servers at ABC, NASA, Comcast, and
Google -- and possibly evena ecng the Rpartre nt d e laxd Scurity.
Fox News

Defense Department o cials are negoang to buy and destroy all 10,000 copies of the first prinng d an Adan \&@r )noir
they say contains intelligence secrets, according to two people familiar with the dispute.
New York Times

Gen g irked ispaected geech, axd aSuthern Glifon awastd dty s aket & n on tattoo parlors is unconstitutional, an
appeals panel has found. The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in an opinion published Thursday had no trouble deeming
taoos and tre lusiress d oo palas fons of pre expression fully protected by the First Amendment, which it notes
conflicts with the findings in at least six previous cases from various jurisdicons.

The Recorder

Ready the decision

A new TSA terror warning seems to be targeng got gyrgphers infoodi & asanaonal ecurity tireat. That’ste wy
photographers are viewing a new poster distributed by the Transportaon Scurity Alm inistraon to excourage anort
employees to report suspicious acvi ty.

Wired

Taxpayers might expect that the U.S. agency charged with warning the public about computer viruses and other cyberthreats -
and coordinang tre federd governre nt’sresponse to ttem -wul d keep its own informaon technol @y sstens p- to cate
with the latest security patches and sowa re pdates. They wul d & w ang.

Washington Times

The head of California’s polical w tchdog ajency sidle intends to ra e the dake s for candidates and campaigns that may run
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astray of polical las thi sdeon seson Fr Rid Praces Comnss i o Gair  man Dan Schnur said the agency would now
publicize cases it decides to invesgate by posting public notices on its website.
Sacramento Bee

Just five years ago, the noon d lav pdfesars el iverig omme ntary to te ra sses was a novel concept. Today, it’s rare for
law schools not to have at least two or three professors on faculty who are regular bloggers. The Naonal law Jaurral p dil &
some blogging pioneers.

Naonal law Jar ral

Eric Darr recently had a moment that a lot of modern parents can relate to. He was watching his 16-year-old daughter click
around frenecal ly o FRcebook Wi le jgglig sverd onversaons on he iRone. ‘9 was frankly amazed,” says Darr, the
provost at Harrisburg University of Science and Technology. “I thought, '"How do you live like this?’ It struck me to think, "What
if all this wasn’t there?’ ” So Darr conceived an experiment designed to parse how one lives with social media -- precisely by
examining how one lives without it. He decided to pull the plug on Facebook, Twier, M Space, aad AL Irstant M ssenger
for one week. But rather than conduct the experiment within his own home, Darr decided to take advantage of his posion &
Harrisburg’s provost to tap a much larger sample: hisinstwn’ s ere stwent bay |, faculty, and sta .

Inside Higher Ed

Visitors to the Mall can power up their computers for the first me , ow that atdor "hotspots"” cover the area from Third
Street on the east side to 14th Street on the west. The Smithsonian Institution and the National Gallery of Art also are
connected.

Washington Post

Editorials/Columns

News Virginian: The di erence between the Augusta County Equalizaon Bard and the
North Pole is disnct. The darkness at the North Pole lasts only six months.

Daily Progress: Another free-speech case against the state prison system? Indeed yes. So
why isn’t the Virginia Department of Corrections getting the message and reviewing all its
Become a related policies for potenal frst Ae ndne nt vd @ans ?
VCOG member
today'globel_bottom_left.gif
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Donnie Johnston, Free Lance-Star: We do not want freedom of religion; we want freedom
to push our parcul @ @ ig o . That's the long and short of it. And if our Founding Fathers
were alive right now, they would probably agree. They wanted freedom for the
fundamental forms of Chrisani ty, aad tret W& s it

Paige Winfield Cunningham, Old Dominion Watchdog: If | named a task that can consume
my workday, I'd probably say it’s scrolling through budgets, agendas, audits, meeng
minutes and other materials so dry | somene s w & trey’ d ont aneously onb ust. Those
precious pre-deadline minutes can zoom by as | try to interpret data so | can pass along a
digestable version to readers. Dissecng te V ignadate ludget @an te especidly
challenging.

Roanoke Times: Fans of government transparency were opm < we n Presi dnt Ganma
moved into the White House. The federal government had been on a course of increasing
secrecy, and the new president had pledged to change things. He has delivered on that
pledge, and he hasn’t. The performance of this administraon, Wilea imrovene nt on
the preceding one, has not been the burst of sunlight many desired.
OpenTheGovernment.org’s annual federal Secrecy Report Card reveals a mixed bag.

Los Angeles Times: Of all the excesses of the post-9/11 war on terror, none was as
outrageous as the pracce d 'extreord rary rendi m" —t rasferin sispects avoad for
interrogaon ad, itsdlged, totwre ©np oundim te insce, fie vicwm ofren dion
were denied the opportunity to challenge their treatment in court this week when the U.S.
9th Circuit Court of Appeals blocked their lawsuit against a San Jose airline-services
company accused of assisting in their transportation to foreign countries.

Click to view this email in a browser
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Monday, September 13, 2010

State and Local stories

Leesburg Today: The Loudoun County Board of Supervisors
voted to waive the $1,818 fee for the Town of Purcellville
that would cover the cost of a request made by town
representatives under the Virginia Freedom of Information
Act. In July, the county received a request for County
Administration and the Health Department from the town for
copies of records regarding water resources for the town.
According to the county, the departments of Planning and
Building and Development incurred $960 in costs, including
staff time and copying costs, to respond to the request, and
the Health Department had $858 in costs. A request was
made to waive the fee based solely on a "gentleman's
agreement" between the county, School Board and town
governments to waive all fees associated with department and
zoning, as well as information requests.

Washington Post: Frustrated by a toothless law that the
Virginia legislature passed last year, the Fairfax County Police
Department is turning to an old law to wage war against
distracted driving, and it won't just be illegal text
messaging that gets people pulled over. Although there's no
law against eating, grooming or reading while driving through
Virginia, you are required to "pay full time and attention" to
your driving, officials said. And it's that requirement on which
police plan to rely because they see distracted driving as a
serious problem, one bigger than just the issue of text
messaging and cellphone use. Plus, there are so many
loopholes in the state ban on texting that only 18 citations
have been issued this year in a county of 1.2 million people,
according to Fairfax police.

Richmond Times-Dispatch: Problems for Va.; paydays for
Northrop Grumman On March 2, about a month before he was
dumped as state computer boss, George Coulter sat down with
IT officers from agencies large and small to consider a solution
to a problem they hoped Virginia would never face, but later
would -- in spades: a computer breakdown that paralyzed
the bureaucracy for more than a week.

Virginian-Pilot: Noroflk’s new superintendent got a $200,000
salary, a $6,000-a-year car allowance and a paid membership
to Town Point Club, among other things, when he took control
of the school system last month. Norfolk's superintendent is
the only school division head in South Hampton Roads whose

http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/560788/ab18058321/282550247/ba...

LAST DAY TO
REGISTER!

VCOG seminar on
making FOIA easier
with better records
management. Sept. 15
at the Library of
Virginia. Download the
registration form here.

VCOG's annual
conference, Oct.
21-22, in Richmond.
Click here to register.

FOTIA how-to videos on
VCOG's YouTube

Channel

Become a fan of VCOG
on Facebook.
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contract includes the perk of a private club membership with
dues paid for by taxpayers. A Virginian-Pilot story revealed
last week that some city governments in South Hampton
Roads pay for private club memberships for certain
executives. Officials in the municipalities said the
memberships help city representatives connect with business
leaders in @ more private setting. Typically, meeting rooms in
other venues aren't of the same caliber, some city leaders
said.

National Stories

University of Arkansas trustees say they fear the state's Freedom of Information Act
could limit the number of applicants for president of the UA system. The names of the
applicants are public records under the FOI Act. The Arkansas Democrat-Gazette
reported that consultant Bill Funk told trustees Friday that some potential candidates
would be reluctant to apply. He said they fear losing their current jobs once their
names are released.

KSPR

The Milwaukee Police Department is violating the state's open records law by charging
excessive fees and arbitrarily limiting staff time to comply with requests from the
Journal Sentinel, according to a lawsuit the newspaper filed Thursday. The newspaper's
lawsuit cites state law that allows agencies to charge only for their "actual, necessary
and direct cost of location," and not to charge for the costs of censoring the records.
Milwaukee Journal

Now that New Jersey courtrooms have Wi-Fi capability, trial lawyers with wireless laptops
have a distinct edge: the ability to Google prospective jurors at the counsel table.
And an appeals court has given its blessing to the practice, reversing a trial judge who
told a lawyer to disconnect lest he gain an unfair advantage.

New Jersey Law Journal

A lawsuit filed Tuesday in Trenton, N.J., might provide the chance for the local federal
courts to address how far free speech rights go when an online critic uses a
trademarked name as the address for a "gripe site." Dominic Morgan, the plaintiff in
Morgan v. Nevyas, 10-cv-4552, seeks a declaratory judgment protecting his use of
website addresses for his criticism of the doctors he claims botched his Lasik surgery and
left him legally blind. On Aug. 26, an arbitrator ruled that Morgan's use of addresses
containing the names of the doctors, Anita Nevyas-Wallace and Herbert Nevyas, violated
their trademark rights and ordered him to transfer the domain names to them.

New Jersey Law Journal

The Buffalo judge in Muzzammil A. "Mo" Hassan's impending spousal-murder trial Friday
barred him from giving on-camera interviews to any media outlets and issued a
subpoena for the notes of the WGRZ-TV staffer who interviewed him off camera
Wednesday morning.

Buffalo News

This month, the FCC is likely to approve what could be an even bigger expansion of the
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unlicensed airwaves, opening the door to supercharged Wi-Fi networks that will do
away with the need to find a wireless hot spot and will provide the scaffolding for new
applications that are not yet imagined.

New York Times

Amtrak officials pushed the agency's longtime inspector general to resign — without
telling Congress — after the watchdog official exposed wrongdoing,
mismanagement and criminal activity inside the taxpayer-funded rail service, a
congressional probe has found.

Washington Times

In an Department of Defense memo sent last week to officials and the news media,
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs Douglas B. Wilson reaffirmed the
Pentagon’s effort to curb the flow of leaked or otherwise unauthorized information
to the news media. His effort is in response to an earlier plea from Defense Secretary
Robert Gates to tighten media access to the Pentagon by requiring that all department
officials notify the Department of Defense's Office of Public Affairs prior to any
communication with the news media or the public.

Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press

CORPUS CHRISTI — City Attorney Carlos Valdez sent the City Council a message last
week: Be careful with your text messages. The 160-character phone messages could be
enough to put the city or any other governmental entity in violation of a state law that
requires government deliberations to take place in open, public meetings. State law also
could require governments to keep old text messages and release them to the
public if someone wants to read them. Text messaging by elected officials falls into a
gray area where the law hasn't caught up with technology. Valdez and open government
advocates expect the Texas Legislature to address the issue when it convenes in January.
Corpus Christi Caller

Editorials/Columns

Richmond Times-Dispatch: Al Franken isn't the only joker
in politics these days. The other day the campaign of 5th
District Rep. Tom Periello took a Twitter shot at Amanda
Hennenberg, the new spokeswoman for Periello's GOP
challenger, Robert Hurt, calling her a carpetbagger. In the
South, them's used to be fightin' words. Andy Sere, who
works for the National Republican Congressional
Committee, fought back by posting the out-of-district
addresses of several Periello campaign staffers. Despite the
fact that the addresses are already in the public domain,
Become a the Periello camp cried foul -- denouncing Sere for
"crossing a line" with his "appalling" and "outrageous" and
VCOG member today! "dangerous" and "unethical" practices. Sandbox spats like
T these further debase the already low level of campaign
discourse and are bad enough when waged over legitimate
trivia.

Jack Balkin, CNN: Whether one likes it or not, Jones has a
First Amendment right to burn the Quran if he wants to. In
1989, the Supreme Court overturned a criminal conviction
for burning an American flag, despite concerns that it
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would greatly offend people, including American veterans.
If you can't be punished for burning an American flag, it's
hard to see how the government could punish you for
burning the Quran, the Bible or any other venerated object
you own. And, unlike a Klansman who burns a cross on a
black family's lawn, Jones was not threatening
violence, which is unprotected by the First
Amendment.
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Tuesday, September 14, 2010

State and Local stories

Richmond Times-Dispatch: State agencies still recovering from

a crippling computer blackout that froze some services for

days might see little in the way of money back. But the bill

could add up for Northrop Grumman. The defense giant has

agreed to pay $250,000 for an independent investigation VCOG's annual

into what caused the failure of an "industry-leading" system conference, Oct.
that VITA says has a 99.999 percent reliability. 21-22. in Richmond.

Virginian-Pilot: Reggie Stevenson, a former Virginia Beach Click here to register.
tourism official, is suspected of making $14,177 in fraudulent

charges on a city-issued Visa card. The charges came to light FOIA how-to videos on
after The Virginian-Pilot reviewed his receipts. VCOG's YouTube

Daily Press: Newport News School Board members are still Channel

discussing televising their work sessions and special meetings.

Currently only the regular monthly meetings are televised, Become a fan of VCOG
but board members Betty Dixon and Pricillia Burnett asked in on Facebook.

July that the board look at televising more of its meetings.
Board members discussed the issue at their Sept. 8 work
session, and are scheduled to take a final vote at the Sept. 21
meeting. Board member Jeff Stodghill pointed out that camera
crews rolling around the room may prove distracting, and
viewers may not be able to tell exactly who is speaking
or have a good view of the proceedings.

Washington Post: Former Virginia Gov. Doug Wilder (D),
never afraid of sharing his opinions on Virginia and national
issues, began penning his own blog Wilder Visions on
Monday, designed, in his own words, to help avoid a "docile,
pliant populace."

National Stories

By January 2011, an Internet database that lists Arizona's transactions larger than
$5,000 is scheduled to go live. The Legislature in 2008 passed a measure requiring the
Department of Administration to create the database. Local governments, school districts
and universities are also required to develop their own databases by Jan. 1, 2013. The
databases are part of an effort to make the state's finances more transparent.
Arizona Republic

A study of orthopedic specialists earning $1 million or more from medical device
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