Monday, May 3, 2010

State and Local stories

3 May 2010 is World Press Freedom Day. It focuses this year on the
"Right to Know", the right of everyone to access information held by
public bodies. This right is an essential part of the right to freedom of
expression anchored in Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. Read more at Access Info Access Across America, a
Free Lance-Star: Today, on World Press Freedom Day, just two-thirds of gora workshop, Saturday,
the world's population has the privilege of living in a country where that
marketplace is allowed.

May 22, 2 p.m. at the Virginia
Press Association
headquarters. $10. Register

Daily Progress: At the behest of one councilor who campaigned on herel

holding some of the council’s meetings in neighborhoods, the

Charlottesville government is proposing that the council hold at least four National FOI Coalition Annual
town hall meetings with residents outside City Hall to encourage greater Summit: May 7-8, Key Bridge
civic participation, especially for those who don’t often make it to the Hyatt in Rosslyn. Register
body’s chambers. herel

Washington Post: Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli says he gave FOIA how-to videos on

staff members lapel pins of Virginia's seal in which the chest of the VCOG's YouTube Channel
traditionally bare-breasted Roman goddess Virtus is covered by an armor

plate to offer a different and historic pin, not because he was looking for a Become a fan of VCOG on
more modest symbol. Facebook.

News Leader: As a cost-cutting measure, the Virginia Department of
Motor Vehicles replaced its toll-free customer phone number, (866)
DMV-LINE, with (804) 497-7100.

The May issue of Bytes in Brief: Law and Technology News Monthly is
online.

National Stories

With the subpoena of New York Times reporter James Risen, "the message [the Obama administration
is] sending to everyone is, 'You leak to the media, we will get you,' " says Lucy Dalglish, executive
director of the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press [and VCOG board member]. "As far as I
can tell there is absolutely no difference, and the Obama administration seems to be paying more
attention to it. This is going to get nasty."

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/04/29/AR2010042904656.html

Who used advance knowledge of the Nine Eleven attacks to bet against the markets and cash in? No
one, according to this 2002 Securities and Exchange Commission investigation entitled “Pre-September
11, 2001 Trading Review,” which was recently released to the National Security Archive under the
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Freedom of Information Act. To reach its conclusion, the investigation analyzed 9.5 million securities
transactions including securities and derivatives products of 103 companies in six industry groups that
traded in seven different markets, as well as other “broad and narrow indices.”
http:/nsarchive.wordpress.com/2010/04/30/document-friday-terrorist-insider-trading-the-secs-pre-

september-11-2001-trading-review/

More than 2,370 applications for wiretaps were filed and granted last year in state and federal courts,
marking a 26 percent increase above the previous year, according to a report issued Friday. The report,
which captures applications filed between January and December of last year, shows that 86 percent of
all wiretap applications targeted drug crimes.

http://www.law.com/jsp/article.jsp?id=1202457538245

A college student who hacked into Sarah Palin’s e-mail account and posted some of its contents on the
Internet was found guilty. The jury convicted David Kernell, 22, on two charges: unauthorized access
to a computer and obstruction of justice.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/04/30/AR2010043002136.html

The Pentagon on Monday will release long-classified statistics about the total size of America’s nuclear
arsenal, part of an effort to make the case that the country is honoring its treaty commitments to shrink
its inventory of weapons significantly, senior administration officials said Sunday.
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/03/world/03weapons.html?ref=us

The Senate Judiciary Committee has passed several measures allowing cameras in the courtroom, the
Blog of Legal Times reports.
http://www.rcfp.org/newsitems/index.php?i=11403

VCOG member

Editorials/Columns

Peter Galuszka, Bacon's Rebellion: Cuccinelli's opinion on the Breeze photos shows little regard for
freedom of the press. it raises fears that the news media will be used, police state-style, as an extension
of Virginia law enforcement.

Virginian-Pilot: There's a need for reasoned and courteous discussion on the relationship between
government and religion in Virginia. But State Police chaplains shouldn't be used as cudgels by
politicians and advocacy groups who thrive on manipulating religion for political gain.

Free Lance-Star: It is hard to see Mr. McDonnell's new order as anything but an executive insurrection
against the judiciary, a de facto violation of his oath to uphold the Constitution, rather than his personal
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(or The Free Lance-Star's) beliefs.

Daily Progress: The idea of being watched by a silent eye, recording what we do, smacks too strongly
of Big Brother. The slope toward intrusive government and loss of personal privacy is slippery enough
as it is. Charlottesville should give very careful thought about taking this step onto that ice.

LA Times: Religion, prayer and government / The Supreme Court will decide a California case
involving prayers at City Council meetings in Lancaster, Calif.

Raleigh News & Observer: NC state law says the public has no right to know anything about violations
of North Carolina's lobbying rules.

Raleigh News & Observer: A foundation set up to help rural economic development in North Carolina
has given about $300,000 over two years to UNC-TV, the public television network, which used the
money to air positive stories about the foundation's work.

New York Times: Google and Government Monitoring / Google has unveiled a new tool that reports
governments’ requests to take down material from the Internet and provide data about users. Other
companies should follow suit. The company is trying to get an outside nonprofit to print the texts of the
letters Google gets asking for this kind of information, which would provide more material about the
specific nature of the requests.

Andy Alexander: Did a Post photographer cross a line to get a picture of John Hinckley?
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Tuesday, May 4, 2010

State and Local stories

VOTE TODAY!
Many localities and school board seats are up for grabs. If
you live in an area with elections today, please go vote.

Access Across Amer

FOIA workshop, Satu

ica, a
rday,

May 22, 2 p.m. at the Virginia
Washington Post: Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli II is Press Association

demanding that the University of Virginia turn over a broad
range of documents from a former professor to determine
whether he defrauded taxpayers as he sought grants for global
warming research.

headquarters. $10. Register

here!

National FOI Coalition
Times-Dispatch: Seeking to halt a “distraction," Attorney Annual Summit: May 7-8, Key
General Ken Cuccinelli says he will discontinue any further use Bridge Hyatt in Rosslyn.
of a lapel pin that features a more modest version of the state Register here!
seal.

FOIA how-to videos on

Daily Press: Newport News School Board member Betty Dixon
complained about censorship Monday, saying the school district
technology department blocked an e-mail she sent telling

VCOG's YouTube Channel

people that her town hall meeting was canceled and urging Become a fan of VCOG on
people to vote. The school system e-mail is not supposed to be Facebook.

used for personal gain or political purposes.

News & Advance: Amherst Board of Supervisors Chairman Chris
Adams has abruptly resigned and has given no reason, the
county administrator said Monday. Adams has been involved in
two controversial board decisions —- the forced resignation last
year of former County Administrator Rodney Taylor, and the
ouster this year of former County Attorney Vaden Hunt. The
county now has 45 days to appoint a replacement to the board
from Adams’ district.

0Old Dominion Watchdog: Gov. Bob McDonnell is launching a
brand-new stimulus website to replace former Gov. Tim Kaine’s
now neglected site, stimulus.virginia.gov. The new site will
likely be ready to launch before the end of the month.

King George Journal Press: The King George supervisors may
have been divided on the issue of the county’s budget but they
were unanimous about one thing - their unhappiness with
emailed comments made by James Monroe supervisor John
LoBuglio. The meeting was dominated by unhappy remarks from
board members about LoBuglio’s comments in an email about
“behind the scenes efforts to coordinate the achieving the
$34.0M school budget and bringing the votes together.”

National Stories

Cases continue to challenge the Supreme Court’s distinction between direct contributions
to politicians and independent spending in elections.
http://www.nytimes.com/201 4/us/politics/04bar.htmI?ref=us

Justice Stephen Breyer, joined by Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, issued a statement on
Monday objecting to Court plans to bar the public from entering the Court via its famed
front steps.

. . icle.isp2id= 1202457571213

The Kansas Supreme Court last week overturned a $250,000 libel award levied against a
Wichita broadcaster and its news director after the station erroneously reported that a
man was a suspect in what is known as the BTK murders, The Associated Press reported.
http://www.rcfp.org/newsitems/index.php?i=114

The government plans to launch FedSpace, a new Facebook-like social networking
program to give federal employees more opportunities to communicate, collaborate and
share information.

) . . icle/2010042 S07/4270302/10C

The American Library Association launches Choose Privacy Week to educate and raise
awareness of how to protect information in a digital age.
http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com icle/CA6727 .html? = r

Faked death certificate wasn't Md. man's ticket out of prison

Avinlrantant larkiclA/INAN/NAIIQ/ADINTINNADQANETQ2 hirmDuinicr~r—nl ~iizhAaad
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Editorials/Columns

Roanoke Times: For some reason taken aback by
the perfectly predictable derision, Cuccinelli said
this in a statement, "The seal on my pin is one of
many seal variations that were used before a
uniform version was created in 1930. I felt it was
historic and would be something unique for my
staff. ... Now seriously, can we get on with real
news?"

: Let’s remove that scandalous
sculpture of David by Michelangelo from the
textbooks. Let’s pull the draperies up on Venus de
Milo. Let’s put some clothes on that lady on the
Virginia state seal. Oh, wait. Someone’s already
done that.

LA Times: We don't often agree with Supreme
Court Justice Antonin Scalia, but he had it exactly
right when he chastised supporters of an anti-gay
rights ballot initiative for trying to keep their
identities secret. "The 1st Amendment does not
protect you from criticism or even nasty phone
calls when you exercise your political rights to
legislate or to take part in the legislative process,"
Scalia told a lawyer for a group that
unsuccessfully sought to overturn the state of
Washington's domestic partnership law.

NY Times: Call the Fat Cats Forth / Proposed
legislation would require donors who finance
political ads to stand by their messages before the
camera. That’s healthy, and something voters
need to see.
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Wednesday, May 5, 2010

State and Local stories

VCOG Blog:Economic Development? Surprise!

Albany Times Union: For his years of helping the press and public gain
access to government information and understand the laws pertaining
to open meetings, Bob Freeman has bagged two awards, giving him
national and state recognition. This weekend, in Arlington, Va.,
Freeman will be inducted into the Heroes of the 50 States: The Open
Government Hall of Fame at the Freedom of Information Summit. He
was chosen for the honor by the National Freedom of Information
Coalition and the Society of Professional Journalists.

Free Lance-Star: Chip Coleman is best known for three things--his
cigar, his tennis shoes (which he wears with any type of attire) and
his desire for open government. Culpeper is likely to see all three for
the next four years because voters yesterday overwhelmingly elected
the 60-year-old councilman as the town's new mayor.

Virginian-Pilot: Norfolk Vice Mayor Anthony L. Burfoot swept to re-

Access Across America, a
FOIA workshop, Saturday,
May 22, 2 p.m. at the Virginia
Press Association
headquarters. $10. Register
herel

National FOT Coalition
Annual Summit: May 7-8, Key
Bridge Hyatt in Rosslyn.
Register here!

FOIA how-to videos on

election Tuesday, winning a third term on the City Council over three
challengers. Despite harsh criticism from an anonymous website,
Burfoot won every precinct. “It sent a message - when you run for
office, you need to have issues,” Burfoot said Tuesday night.

VCOG's YouTube Channel

Become a fan of VCOG on
Facebook.

Daily Press: Williamsburg city council will have its first-ever student

member.

National Journal: House Energy and Commerce Communications
Subcommittee Chairman Rick Boucher, D-Va., released draft privacy
legislation that would require Web sites to provide enhanced notice
about how they use consumer information and obtain a user’s
consent before collecting sensitive information or sharing data about
a consumer with some third parties. In an interview, Boucher said he
will use the feedback from the draft to make some possible
modifications to the measure.

Roanoke Times: An unidentified company is nearing a decision on
whether to build a data center that would bring technology,
computer jobs and new industry to Southwest Virginia. Montgomery
County spokeswoman Ruth Richey departed from the official silence
around the subject when she confirmed this week that "the project
under consideration is a data center."

Daily Progress: UVa has said that it is required by law to comply with
Cuccinelli’'s demand for a former professor's documents on climate
change, but it will take some time because of the size of the request.

National Stories

Some government organizations in charge of strengthening transparency programs governmentwide have relatively weak
plans for making their own agencies more open, according to a coalition of open-government advocates. Overall,
reviewers found that open-government plans recently released by agencies and departments across the government
varied widely. The group that organized the audit, OpenTheGovernment.org, then ranked the plans and those from the
Justice Department and the Office of Management and Budget were near the bottom. Organizers said those findings were
“of particular disappointment” because of the key role OMB and Justice are supposed to play in transparency efforts.

A secret court order sealing records relating to the search of a Gizmodo editor's home violates California law, CNET and
other media organizations are planning to tell a judge this week.
: ?

A technology created to track political violence in Kenya with social media is now being used to log the effects of the oil
spill on the Gulf Coast. Witnesses’ texts, tweets and e-mail messages generate the rainbow of dots on a map and
database of spill-related damage at the Louisiana Bucket Brigade’s Web site.

http://www.nytimes.com/201 ri htmi?ref=

Critics of the surveillance networks noted that the cameras used to monitor the events leading up to the Times Square

bombing attempt had neither prevented a potentially deadly terrorist attack nor led investigators immediately to a

perpetrator.
p://www.washingtonpo

Federal agents have made an arrest in the Times Square bombing attempt. And YouTube may have provided some clues
to the investigators.

Wired News

A coalition of 39 state attorneys general, co-led by Connecticut Attorney General Dick Blumenthal, is asking that

Crainclict Anriimant ite affarte tan rant At nractitiitinn ade An ite wahecita


http://cts.vresp.com/c/?VirginiaCoalitionfor/6a15b1374e/bacd9bfddc/51502148ad
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?VirginiaCoalitionfor/6a15b1374e/bacd9bfddc/b1e3e996af/storyID=927962&category=LAWBEATCOL#ixzz0n3ksRRbX
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?VirginiaCoalitionfor/6a15b1374e/bacd9bfddc/65c6a64103
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?VirginiaCoalitionfor/6a15b1374e/bacd9bfddc/ab1699aa06
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?VirginiaCoalitionfor/6a15b1374e/bacd9bfddc/d2303409fb
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?VirginiaCoalitionfor/6a15b1374e/bacd9bfddc/d9f58854b4
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?VirginiaCoalitionfor/6a15b1374e/bacd9bfddc/5a8f6cc8d3
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?VirginiaCoalitionfor/6a15b1374e/bacd9bfddc/b9a83de891
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?VirginiaCoalitionfor/6a15b1374e/bacd9bfddc/218dd6ed1a
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?VirginiaCoalitionfor/6a15b1374e/bacd9bfddc/c775b50a48
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?VirginiaCoalitionfor/6a15b1374e/bacd9bfddc/387a72717c
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?VirginiaCoalitionfor/6a15b1374e/bacd9bfddc/3bd26a72f2
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?VirginiaCoalitionfor/6a15b1374e/bacd9bfddc/30e795d639
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?VirginiaCoalitionfor/6a15b1374e/bacd9bfddc/5c2441508c/part=rss&subj=news&tag=2547-1_3-0-20
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?VirginiaCoalitionfor/6a15b1374e/bacd9bfddc/2fe01eaada/ref=us
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?VirginiaCoalitionfor/6a15b1374e/bacd9bfddc/3fedfc5263
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?VirginiaCoalitionfor/6a15b1374e/bacd9bfddc/be921229b8/utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+wired%2Findex+%28Wired%3A+Index+3+%28Top+Stories+2%29%29#ixzz0n41377Ns

T UIYSIIOL UULUITILTIL 1L CHIUILY LU 1UUL VUL PIUSLILULIVIT UUD UTT ILD VWL dite,

When Governor Deval Patrick signed Massachusetts' first antibullying law yesterday, supporters heralded it as the most
far-reaching effort yet by a state to deter behavior that has driven youngsters to suicide. But a number of civil rights
lawyers and plaintiffs' attorneys across the country and in Massachusetts say the new law may go too far, limiting
students' constitutionally protected

N D: d

Editorials/Columns

i : Outrageous and
undignified calls for public funding of journalism, "public
spaces," information commons, artificial "crises" in media and
online, and other such manipulative indulgences draw their
energy from the premise that capitalism and freedom are
inimical to civil society and the diffusion of ideas, when they
are instead the prerequisites. America established a First
Amendmentprecisely because government and political
machinery can threaten these precious values.
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Friday, May 7, 2010

State and Local stories

VCOG video tutorial on using Virginia's FOIA: E-mail

Virginian-Pilot: A Circuit Court judge postponed a decision
Thursday on a suit brought by The Virginian-Pilot to force

Norfolk Public Schools to turn over records from an Access Across America, a
independent investigation into testing irregularities at FOTA workshop, Saturday,
Lafayette-Winona Middle School. Under the state’s Freedom of May 22, 2 p.m. at the Virginia
Information Act, the newspaper is seeking records compiled by Press Association
an independent, three-person panel into irregularities in headquarters. $10. Register
standardized testing at the middle school in the 2008-09 herel
school year. -
Daily Progress: In the midst of a feeding frenzy by national National FOTI Coalition
media outlets, local officials sealed search warrant inventories Annual Summit: May
detailing the items police seized during searches related to the .
killing of a University of Virginia lacrosse player. Ordinarily, 7-8, Key Bridge
search warrant inventories and other such documents are Hyatt in Rosslyn.
open for inspection on request at the Charlottesville Circuit Regi h |
Court Clerk’s office. “A judge’s order seals it, then it's sealed, Register herel
and it’s pretty much that simple,” said Alan Gernhardt, staff

attorney at the Virginia Freedom of Information Advisory FOIA how-to videos on
Council. VCOG's YouTube Channel
Daily Progress: University of Virginia President John T. Casteen Become a fan of VCOG on

IIT wants universities to be notified when their students are
arrested elsewhere in Virginia — but the idea may face
resistance from some corners of the law enforcement
community. At a news conference Wednesday, Casteen said
he would speak with Gov. Bob McDonnell about enacting a new
policy or law that requires notification of universities when
students are arrested in other jurisdictions.

Facebook.

-Pilot: Signatures filed to force recall vote of
Portsmouth mayor / James Holley, 83, could be recalled if the
8,800 signatures are certified. He has been criticized for using
a city worker for personal tasks, such as canceling his Playboy
subscription.

News Virginian: With competition to open online schools in
Virginia escalating, one operator is hiring a former lawmaker to
make its case to the state officials who will regulate the
alternative schools. Former Del. Christopher B. Saxman, R-
Staunton, a former education adviser to Gov. Bob McDonnell,
has been retained as a lobbyist by Baltimore-based
Connections Academy, which runs so-called virtual schools in
17 states. Rather than study in a conventional classroom
setting, students enrolled in virtual schools learn at home via
the Internet.

News Leader: The Staunton Public Library, facing the
possibility of having to cut hours because of budget concerns,
received a $10,000 anonymous check earlier this week. The
library will not have to reduce hours for a second time because
of the donation, said Ruth Arnold, director of the library.

National Stories

The U.S. Senate voted unanimously on Wednesday to pass an amendment to the Freedom
of Information Act that is designed to speed up public records requests and investigate
the sizable backlog of those still pending. The bipartisan Faster FOIA Act, co-sponsored
by Sens. John Cornyn, R-Texas, and Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., would establish a commission to
investigate FOIA backlogs and recommend how to expedite future requests.

Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press

Michael Beschloss, historian and author of "Presidential Courage: "What historian today
wouldn't give his right arm to have the adult Madison's contemporaneous Twitters
about the secret debates inside the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia?"

Washington Post

The New Hampshire Supreme Court on Thursday reaffirmed that a website covering the
mortgage industry has the same First Amendment protections as traditional media.
R rter: mmi for Fr m of the Pr

The city of Hartford filed a 35-page memorandum in Superior Court last week explaining
why it should not be forced by the Freedom of Information Commission to waive a
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related to a prison suicide. “They're trying to charge us $27.50 for something they can fax
us free,” says Paul Wright, editor of Prison Legal News. Wright points out the city has
already paid a $300 filing fee to make its appeal, plus the staff time to put together the
memorandum and argue in front of the FOI Commission

Hartford Courant

A proposal introduced Thursday in the U.S. Senate would require government agencies to
publish all their public records online. The bill would not change what is considered
public information, just require online posting of records that an agency already discloses
or disseminates.

The Missoulian

The frontline soldier blogs have largely come and gone — victims of the military’s
confusing, often contradictory, approach to social media. But you can still get unfiltered
reports, straight from Afghanistan’s war zones. Private security contractors are now
writing the new must-read online diaries from the battlefield. And they’re as raw and
brutally honest as anything written by a blogger in uniform.

Wired

Chevron can subpoena a filmmaker's outtakes for defense use in a multibillion-dollar
suit in Ecuador, a New York judge ruled Thursday. The documentary "Crude" was solicited
by plaintiffs lawyer Steven Donziger, one of the lead counsel for thousands of plaintiffs in
a lawsuit over damage and injuries from pollution caused by Texaco in Ecuador. Chevron,
now Texaco's parent company, claims the outtakes show that Donziger improperly
influenced criminal proceedings against two company lawyers and meddled with Ecuador's
judiciary.

New York Law Journal

Public libraries do not have to turn off their Internet filters for adult patrons who want
to view pornography on library computers, the Washington state Supreme Court said. The
state’s highest court said the constitutional protections of free speech weren't violated by
Internet filters at the North Central Regional Library District that blocked pornography and
other materials the library determined were inappropriate.

The Spokesman-Review

Frequent glitches in the computer system built to manage the 2010 Census could
jeopardize its accuracy and drive up costs beyond its $15 billion price tag, according to
a new watchdog report.

Washington Post

The head of the Federal Communications Commission said the agency has the power to
impose new rules on Internet service providers in a move that lays the groundwork for
"net neutrality" - a politically contentious proposal that bars providers from giving
preference to some of the content flowing over their networks.

Washington Times

Editorials/Columns

Donnie Johnston, Free Lance-Star: TELEVISION NEWS
might not be able to exist if we took away about half a
dozen overused vocabulary words. Whether the story
comes from the anchor or the reporter on the scene, all
news events seem to fall into about four categories:
troubling, exciting, shocking or disturbing. And everybody
is a "hero."

LA Times: Federal Communications Commission Chairman

Julius Genachowski's proposal Thursday to give his agency
VCOG member rulemaking power over broadband Internet access services

J— sent some telecommunications industry allies — and even

some FCC members — into apoplexy. The move would Kill
innovation! It would stifle investment! The critics'
bromides notwithstanding, Genachowski's approach is
hardly a frontal assault on the Net. It's a reasonable
attempt to apply narrow rules to a part of the Internet
where there's insufficient competition: broadband access
services.
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Monday, May 10, 2010

State and Local stories

Daily Progress: A trio of newspapers filed a challenge in a Charlottesville
court Friday, asking a judge to unseal a court order in the University of
Virginia lacrosse case. The sealed documents are thought to include
returned warrants from searches of Huguely’s apartment, Love’s
apartment and Huguely’s body. The back of each warrant should contain
an inventory of items seized during the searches. The order sealing the
warrants was also sealed. It is the sealing of the order itself that the
newspapers are challenging. “The sealing of the very order that
accomplishes the closing of the judicial record defeats that process, and
removes the public’s ... right of access before it can be evaluated, much
less asserted, in a particular case,” the challenge reads. Daily Progress
Publisher Lawrence L. McConnell said it is important that judicial
proceedings be conducted as transparently as possible.

Washington Post: Alexandria man compiles a database of recipients of the
military's top decorations to spot phonies.

University of Virginia: U.Va. Plans to Comply with Cuccinelli
Subpoena

Northern Virginia Daily: The owner of a local business is taking the Front
Royal Town Council to task for leaking confidential documents regarding
a proposed solar energy farm. Greg Horton, owner of Arctic Air
Refrigeration in Front Royal, said Friday that an allegation contained in
the documents leaked by a council member has hurt his business.
Horton, 45, is one of the principals of SolAVerde, a local solar energy
company that is partnering with a Maryland firm under the name
Standard Energy, and his was among 30-plus firms who responded to the
town's request for proposals to construct a solar energy farm. Although it
cost the town about $100,000 to review the bids, all were rejected,
according to Councilman Carson C. Lauder Jr., due to the high cost of
purchasing the power that would be produced.

News Leader: Shenandoah Valley Tea Party Patriots are selling its
"America's Most Wanted" Tea Party Playing Cards. Instead of the
Iraqi military leaders, the set features tea party foes such as Sen. Arlen
Specter, D-Pa., as the Ace of Hearts, Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., as
the King of Spades, with Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev., and Speaker of the
House Nancy Pelosi as the two jokers.

National Stories

REGISTER NOW! Access
Across America, a FOIA
workshop, Saturday, May 22,
2 p.m., at the Virginia Press
Association headquarters.

$10. Register herel

FOIA how-to videos on
VCOG's YouTube Channel

Become a fan of VCOG on
Eacebook.
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OpenTheGovernment.org has launched a blog component to its Evaluating Open Government site.
The blog will feature commentary on general open government directive issues and the latest from the
agencies, and highlight important news about open government.

OpenTheGovernment

Blog

The Labor Department's mine safety agency is pressing forward with a plan to conduct private
interviews during its investigation into the April 5 explosion that killed 29 mine workers over the
objections of news organizations that asked for transparency.

Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press

Town ethics board chair uses pseudonym to write letters to the editor, and says he'll have to resign if
his identity is made public.
Ulster Publishing

The Federal Reserve appears to have succeeded in fending off a challenge to the autonomy of its
monetary policy decisions, but it is likely to face greater scrutiny of the actions it has taken since 2007
to prevent financial institutions from collapsing. As part of the Senate’s debate on an overhaul of
financial regulations, a consensus is shaping up for an amendment that would subject the central bank
to additional audits by the Government Accountability Office.

New York Times

As a parting gift to the University of Utah, graduating senior writers at the student newspaper decided
to leave with a vulgar word, or two. The first letter that began each of the nine veteran reporters' and
staff members' editorials, including one written by editor-in-chief Rachel Hanson, spelled out coarse
words for male and female reproductive organs in their final printed edition, which hit stands April 28.
Now, administrators have placed a hold on all nine students' academic records and diplomas, saying
they may have violated the U.'s Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities, specifically providing an
"intentional disruption" of university activities and unauthorized use of university resources.
Deseret News

More than two decades after her sister Paula Beverly Davis disappeared, Alice Beverly finally had
found out what happened to her. The news came from a website known as NamUs, an acronym for the
National Missing and Unidentified Persons System, which matches missing-person cases with
unidentified human remains nationwide.

USA Today

VCOG member
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Editorials/Columns

Virginian-Pilot: Recently re-elected Norfolk Mayor Paul Fraim is among several locals who have been
appointed to Gov. Bob McDonnell's government reform commission, which is charged with finding
ways to streamline state functions and operations. Other members from Hampton Roads are newly
elected Chesapeake City Councilwoman Suzy Kelly; longtime state Sen. Louise Lucas, D-Portsmouth;
veteran state Del. Glenn Oder, R-Newport News; and Virginia Beach's John O. "Dubby" Wynne,
former president and CEO of Landmark Communications, now known as Landmark Media Enterprises.

Roanoke Times: There are many reasons to review petition signatures, chiefly so they can be counted
and verified, ensuring that the signers are actual people with standing. The justices were rightfully
skeptical that people would have any expectation that their names would be kept private -- especially
when one's name is affixed among many on the same page as a petition is circulated. True, some might
possess a nefarious motive in wanting to view signatures. But signatures should not be blocked
simply because someone might seek to contact people on the list. As was brought out during argument,
people on the list are also contacted for further support by the petition organizer.

Free Lance-Star: Mr. Cuccinelli is a lawyer, so he must appreciate the power of precedent. If he
continues his charge into academe, it will not be without result. The result, however, probably won't be
what's he seeking. It will be a trodden path for future A.G.s and others in authority to harass scholars
whose research annoys them.

News Leader: No matter how the economy tumbles back into line, no matter what changes we will see
in the job market and no matter what teachers will expect of students in the future, a community that
celebrates reading can expect success.

Washington Post: We knew Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli II (R) had declared war on
reality. Now he has declared war on the freedom of academic inquiry as well. We hope that Gov.
Robert F. McDonnell (R) and the University of Virginia have the spine to repudiate Mr. Cuccinelli's
abuse of the legal code. The attorney general is demanding that the university turn over astonishingly
vast numbers of e-mails and other documents relating to Mr. Mann, including all correspondence with a
long list of other reputable scientists.

Washington Post: Of all the maddening practices that clog the arteries of the national legislature, the
most infuriating may be the Senate institution known as the "secret hold." As has been vividly
demonstrated this year, a single senator can stop action -- on a piece of legislation or a pending
nomination

Tony Rogers Blog: Working for a college newspaper was always supposed to be, if nothing else, fun.
You learned to craft a lede, felt the thrill of seeing your byline in print, and along the way pushed a few
boundaries that could never be pushed in the real world. But recently many college administrators have
apparently decided that student newspapers should be nothing less than miniature versions of The
New York Times or Wall Street Journal. College papers, they believe, should not only be held to the
same standards as professional publications, but should also shun any stories that show a glimmer of
youthful irreverence or wit, or involve topics that might actually interest college students. Like sex.
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May 11, 2010 Transparency News

This listserv is a service of the Virginia Coalition for Open Government. Visit us online at
http://www.opengovva.org

I will be on vacation from this afternoon through Monday, May 17. The listserv will take a
vacation, too.
Thanks for reading!

Mount Vernon Gazette: Frustrated by a lack of transparency at the Fairfax County Police
Department, Nicholas Beltrante began advocating for a citizen review board as a check on the
power that comes with the badge. But the effort seemed doomed before it began. The Public
Safety Committee of the Mount Vernon Council of Citizens’ Associations declined to even
consider the issue. And Mount Vernon Supervisor Gerry Hyland interpreted the lack of interest
among members of the council as an indication that the effort had scant community support. So
the effort seemed dead. Until last week. That’s when a second-floor Sherwood Regional Library
room hosted the inaugural meeting of the Citizens Coalition for Police Accountability. The effort
has the endorsement of a range of groups who are concerned about a lack of oversight and
transparency at the Fairfax County Police Department, including the American Civil Liberties
Union, the NAACP and the National Association for Civilian Oversight of Law Enforcement.
http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/article.asp?article=340246&paper=69&cat=104

News Virginian: A Fort Defiance man charges in a lawsuit that Augusta County and its Board of
Equalization did not follow the law while changing property values during appeals hearings in
the wake of the 2009 reassessment. Thomas Cline says in his six-page suit that the board violated
the state’s Freedom of Information Act by failing to conduct open meetings and record minutes
and votes when raising the value of his 63-acre hilltop property. A Virginia Coalition for Open
Government representative said Monday that the board’s actions might have turned the open
meeting presumption “on its head.”
http://www2.newsvirginian.com/wnv/news/local/article/lawsuit county_board_ignored laws/5601
1/

News & Messenger: Police have a charged a woman with posting death threats on Facebook,
saying she wanted to harm Prince William police officers and blow up a Manassas area police
station. Full details of the actual statements were not made public Monday, but police said the
woman—who is now charged—was looking for others to help her in her efforts to kill police
officers and destroy the police station at 8900 Freedom Center Blvd., near Manassas.
http://www2.insidenova.com/isn/news/crime/article/ woman_charged with_threatening_police vi
a_facebook/57288/

Times-Dispatch: The legislature’s watchdog is issuing a warning to Gov. Bob McDonnell and
other policymakers who view privatization of public services as a financial windfall for Virginia:
Get it in writing.
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/rtd/news/state_regional/state regional govtpolitics/article/VITA
11 20100510-222607/343580/
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Times-Dispatch: Gov. Bob McDonnell said last night that he expects big ideas and big changes
from his Commission on Government Reform and Restructuring. Speaking at the 29th Public
Square meeting sponsored by the Richmond Times-Dispatch, McDonnell said he plans to keep
the commission in existence until its proposals are carried out.
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/rtd/news/state_regional/state regional govtpolitics/article/SQUA
11 _20100510-222607/343576/

The United Mine Workers union and relatives of two men killed last month in the nation’s worst
coal mining disaster in 40 years are suing the federal government for the right to observe as
investigators interview witnesses.
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/11/us/11brfs-MINERSWANTAC BRFE.html?ref=us

New York Times

The Securities and Exchange Commission is facing a federal lawsuit for keeping secret the names
of dozens of its supervisors, employees and contractors who spent their workdays looking at
pornography on their government computers. The lawsuit, filed Friday by a Denver- and
Washington-based law firm, accuses the SEC of violating federal open-records law by shielding
the identities of more than two dozen current and past porn-snooping workers.
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2010/may/11/federal-lawsuit-pressures-sec-to-id-porn-

snoopers/
Washington Times

A judge-cum-filmmaker has stepped down from the bench rather than abide by a dictum from
New Jersey judicial authorities that he not publicize his satirical movie painting President
Barack Obama as a modern-day Faust. The film, "O.B.A.M. Nude," is about a cocaine-snorting
college student, played by the judge, who makes a deal to deliver souls to Satan in exchange for a
path to the presidency. The title's initials stand for "Occidental Births a Monster," a reference to
a college Obama attended before going to Harvard.
http://www.law.com/jsp/article.jsp?id=1202457954176

New Jersey Law Journal

A Louisiana state judge Friday threw out a lawsuit against The Times-Picayune by John
Schwegmann and ordered the former Public Service Commission member to pay the
newspaper's legal fees. In the suit, Schwegmann claimed he was defamed by two James Gill
columns published in 2007 and 2008. The columns mentioned court decisions that found
Schwegmann mismanaged a trust for his half-sister set up by their father. Gill also referenced
Schwegmann's role in the demise of his family's grocery, which was once the dominant player in
the local market.

http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2010/05/lawsuit_against newspaper_by_f.html
Times-Picayune

Officials at Olive View- UCLA Medical Center in Sylmar acknowledged Monday that they had
launched an investigation into possible leaks of patient information and had warned staff not to
speak to the media after reports in the Los Angeles Times about allegations of substandard care
in the hospital's neonatal intensive care unit .
http:/www.latimes.com/news/la-me-babies-20100511,0,1778275.story?
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track=rss&utm_source=feedburner&utm_ medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A-+latimes
%2Fnews+%28L.A.+Times+-+Top+News %29
Los Angeles Times

Nearly three million overseas and military voters from at least 33 states will be permitted to cast
ballots over the Internet in November using e-mail or fax, in part because of new regulations
proposed last month by the federal agency that oversees voting.
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/09/us/politics/09voting.html?ref=todayspaper

New York Times

Washington Times: The Obama administration refuses to take no for an answer in its desire to
control the Internet.
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2010/may/11/obama-the-internet-nanny/
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Tuesday, May 18, 2010

State and Local stories

Daily Progress: A judge will hear arguments today asking for an
order sealing search warrant records related to the slaying
of a University of Virginia lacrosse player to be made public.

Chatham Star Tribune: A judge ruled that the Pittsylvania
County Board of Supervisors violated Virginia's Freedom of
Information Act and awarded $6,750 in legal fees to Nancy
Barbour Smith of Axton, who filed the complaint.

Mount Vernon Gazette: Frustrated by a lack of transparency at
the Fairfax County Police Department, Nicholas Beltrante began
advocating for a citizen review board as a check on the power
that comes with the badge. But the effort seemed doomed
before it began. The Public Safety Committee of the Mount
Vernon Council of Citizens’ Associations declined to even
consider the issue. And Mount Vernon Supervisor Gerry Hyland
interpreted the lack of interest among members of the council
as an indication that the effort had scant community support.
So the effort seemed dead. Until last week. That’s when a
second-floor Sherwood Regional Library room hosted the
inaugural meeting of the Citizens Coalition for Police
Accountability.

News Virginian: A Fort Defiance man charges in a lawsuit that
Augusta County and its Board of Equalization did not follow the
law while changing property values during appeals hearings in
the wake of the 2009 reassessment. Thomas Cline says in his
six-page suit that the board violated the state’s Freedom of
Information Act by failing to conduct open meetings and
record minutes and votes when raising the value of his 63-
acre hilltop property. A Virginia Coalition for Open Government
representative said Monday that the board’s actions might
have turned the open meeting presumption “on its head.”

News Virginian: A judge Thursday delayed a ruling on a
lawsuit accusing the Augusta County Board of Equalization of
violating open government laws, but he alluded to a key
charge. “I don't have anything that looks like [meeting]
minutes,” said Judge Victor V. Ludwig, referring to documents
provided by attorneys during two hours of testimony. The
judge ordered lawyers for Thomas Cline, of Fort Defiance, and
the county to file written arguments in the case. Cline, of Fort
Defiance, charges that the board violated the state’s Freedom
of Information Act by failing to conduct open meetings and
properly record minutes and votes.

Williamsburg Yorktown Daily: Though FOIA is often considered
used predominantly by journalists, it is an important tool for
citizens. "The Freedom of Information act is a citizens’ law,”
said Ginger Stanley, the executive director of the Virginia Press
Association. "I think that there is a misunderstanding that this
law is primarily for the press, but that is not the case at all. “It
is very important that citizens of Virginia take part in their local
government action and understand that access to government
information is the way that you can be an effective citizen
and voter in the commonwealth,” Stanley said.

News & Messenger: Police have a charged a woman with
posting death threats on Facebook, saying she wanted to
harm Prince William police officers and blow up a Manassas
area police station. Full details of the actual statements were
not made public Monday, but police said the woman—who is
now charged—was looking for others to help her in her efforts
to kill police officers and destroy the police station at 8900
Freedom Center Blvd., near Manassas.

Times-Dispatch: The legislature’s watchdog is issuing a
warning to Gov. Bob McDonnell and other policymakers who
view privatization of public services as a financial windfall for
Virginia: Get it in writing.

Times-Dispatch: Gov. Bob McDonnell said last night that he
expects big ideas and big changes from his Commission on
Government Reform and Restructuring. Speaking at the 29th
Public Square meeting sponsored by the Richmond Times-
Dispatch, McDonnell said he plans to keep the commission in
existence until its proposals are carried out.

REGISTER NOw!!

Access Across America, a
FOIA workshop, Saturday,
May 22, 2 p.m. at the Virginia
Press Association
headquarters. $10. Register
herel

FOIA how-to videos on
VCOG's YouTube Channel

Become a fan of VCOG on
Facebook.
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Washington Post: Online publishers such as CNN, The
Washington Post and NPR think a privacy bill proposed by Rep.
Rick Boucher is a balanced first step. But they have questions
on specifics about the draft bill.

C-VILLE: Rob Schilling, a former Republican Councilor and host
of “The Schilling Show,” recently sent a Freedom of
Information request to the City of Charlottesville. In his
request, Schilling asks for the complete list of contact names
and e-mail addresses used by the city to distribute City Council
agendas and meeting notices. "I have been troubled for a long
time by Charlottesville government claiming that it is an open
and transparent government, and all of their lists coming out of
Charlottesville City, Charlottesville City Schools and the
Charlottesville Clerk’s office send out to blind copy lists,"
Schilling tells C-VILLE. "And I am wondering what the secret
is."

Northern Virginia Daily: The Shenandoah County School Board

voted 5-1 Thursday night to raise fees related to Freedom of
Information Act requests to levels Superintendent Keith
Rowland called "appropriate.” The primary reason for change is
that there may be times when employees are pulled from their
work to respond to the requests, and their time spent away
from their job could be "detrimental" to the division's daily
operations, he said. The new FOIA fees now could cost as
much as $12 per quarter hour for a staff member's search time,
depending on the employee who works the request, with the
low end of the scale $5. The former scale was $3 to $4. Costs
associated with computer search time, printouts and
photocopies also increased.

Washington & Lee news: Acclaimed journalist and newsman
Roger Mudd, a 1950 graduate of Washington and Lee
University, has donated his papers to the university's Leyburn
Library. This gift follows Mudd's 2006 donation of his collection
of 20th-century Southern fiction.

Virginia Tech News: Virginia Tech's WVTF Public Radio has
received a 2009 Sigma Delta Chi Award for excellence in
journalism presented by the Society of Professional
Journalists.

National Stories

The DC Open Government Coalition will hold a candidate forum.

Election 2010: Open D.C. Government to the Public

When: 6:30 p.m., May 20th

Where: Great Hall, the Charles Sumner School at 17th & M St. NW (Farragut North Metro)

The United Mine Workers union and relatives of two men killed last month in the nation’s
worst coal mining disaster in 40 years are suing the federal government for the right to
observe as investigators interview witnesses.

New York Times

The Securities and Exchange Commission is facing a federal lawsuit for keeping secret the
names of dozens of its supervisors, employees and contractors who spent their workdays
looking at pornography on their government computers. The lawsuit, filed Friday by a
Denver- and Washington-based law firm, accuses the SEC of violating federal open-
records law by shielding the identities of more than two dozen current and past porn-
snooping workers.

Washington Times

A judge-cum-filmmaker has stepped down from the bench rather than abide by a dictum
from New Jersey judicial authorities that he not publicize his satirical movie painting
President Barack Obama as a modern-day Faust. The film, "O.B.A.M. Nude," is about a
cocaine-snorting college student, played by the judge, who makes a deal to deliver souls
to Satan in exchange for a path to the presidency. The title's initials stand for "Occidental
Births a Monster," a reference to a college Obama attended before going to Harvard.

New Jer: Law rnal

A Louisiana state judge Friday threw out a lawsuit against The Times-Picayune by John
Schwegmann and ordered the former Public Service Commission member to pay the
newspaper's legal fees. In the suit, Schwegmann claimed he was defamed by two James
Gill columns published in 2007 and 2008. The columns mentioned court decisions that
found Schwegmann mismanaged a trust for his half-sister set up by their father. Gill also
referenced Schwegmann's role in the demise of his family's grocery, which was once the
dominant player in the local market.

Times-Picayune

Officials at Olive View- UCLA Medical Center in Sylmar acknowledged Monday that they
had launched an investigation into possible leaks of patient information and had
warned staff not to speak to the media after reports in the Los Angeles Times about
allegations of substandard care in the hospital's neonatal intensive care unit .
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Los Angeles Times

Nearly three million overseas and military voters from at least 33 states will be permitted
to cast ballots over the Internet in November using e-mail or fax, in part because of
new regulations proposed last month by the federal agency that oversees voting.

New York Times

The biggest lobbying group for hedge funds has handed over names and contact
information for its more-than 2,600 members to a congressional commission studying the
financial crisis, after the commission demanded it, according to a letter to the group's
members.

Wall Street Journal

David Mould, TVA's senior vice president for communications, said the federal agency will
release the salary information requested by the News Sentinel under the Freedom of
Information Act. The utility earlier had denied the FOI request, which the newspaper made
after months of informally requesting a list of TVA employees who make $180,000 a year
or more for inclusion in the newspaper's annual Book of Lists directory.

Knoxville News

Pulling back the curtain on journalistic sausage-making usually hidden from voters, a
Republican Senate candidate is taking credit for the front-page New York Times story
accusing Connecticut Attorney General Richard Blumenthal of “plainly untrue” remarks
about Vietnam service. But a New York Times spokeswoman said: "[A]nyone reading it can
tell that it was the product of extensive independent reporting — including our FOIA of his
military records."

Politico

Census Bureau hopes much of 2020 count will take place online / Amid 2010 count,
bureau looks to streamline the next one.

Washington Post

According to an inspector general report, the Internal Revenue Service failed to implement
adequate security measures to protect sensitive data that tax professionals entered
into a Web portal.

NextGov

Editorials/Columns

- : News Virginian: Board
of Equalization Secretary Martin Lightsey acknowledged
that it was “definitely possible” that the law was not
followed. He said he did not “keep the sort of notes that
one would take if you were trying to record minutes of a
board meeting.” He admitted votes happened after
property owners left the room. Meetings, he said, felt
more closed than open. Well, if a sign on the door directs
people to wait outside until called and neither property
owners nor the public witnesses votes, that would feel
more closed than open, wouldn't it?

Daily Press: There were many points at which it seemed it
just couldn't get worse in Gloucester. Not after four
supervisors indulged in back-room meetings and humiliated
staff, not after they foisted hundreds of thousands of
dollars in bills from their attorneys on taxpayers, not after
they threatened to go after citizens who exercised their
constitutional right to petition government, it couldn't get
worse. And then it does.

Times-Dispatch: Rep. Eric Cantor recently discussed with
us the financial reform packages being debated by
Congress. Although he cited flaws in the proposals made
by Senate Democrats, he reiterated the need for
transparency, particularly regarding derivatives.

Times-Dispatch: Gov. Bob McDonnell lately has shown
interest in reforming the redistricting system. In fact,
although he recognizes that gerrymandering does not
always achieve its goals, he has pledged to reform the
redistricting process. Yet he did not stump on behalf of
legislation to create a bipartisan redistricting commission.
The bill died in the General Assembly this year. Democratic
leaders now want McDonnell to make bipartisan

VCOG member redistricting a part of his governmental efficiency

- commission.

Washington Post: Senate's attempt for more open
government may fail again, thanks to Sen. DeMint.

Washington Times: The Obama administration refuses to
take no for an answer in its desire to control the
Internet.
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Wednesday, May 19, 2010

State and Local stories

Daily Progress: Lawyers clashed Tuesday over a court order
sealing search warrant records in the slaying of University of
Virginia student Yeardley Love, but a judge decided she
needed more time to rule whether to open the order to the

public. REGISTER NOW!
Access Across America, a
Times-Dispatch: A preliminary U.S. Department of Education FOTA workshop, Saturday,

investigation of the Virginia Tech massacre found the university
in violation of a federal law that requires schools to issue
timely warnings of crimes on campus.

May 22, 2 p.m. at the Virginia
Press Association
headquarters. $10. Register

Virginian-Pilot: The latest letter from the Union of Concerned herel
Scientists to the attorney general is signed by more than

800 faculty members at state colleges and universities. They FOIA how-to videos on
oppose his demand for U.Va. records. VCOG's YouTube Channel

Free Lance-Star: Massaponax High School Principal Joe Rodkey
is trying to have the school's yearbook reprinted to erase Become a fan of VCOG on
disturbing "confessions" and quotes full of sexual innuendoes FEacebook.
in the original.

Daily News Record: ValleyApps, a Google partner and reseller, is
giving all K-12 schools in Virginia the chance to apply for a free
deployment of Google Apps for Education. The company

would also migrate old data over and train the school's IT staff
at no cost. Nominations are being accepted through June 15 at

www.wewantgoogle.com

National Stories

Got tweeted milk? Cows at a farm in Ontario, Canada, are sending out Twitter messages
about the milk they produce. And that ain't no bull.
CNET

Jefferson Parish, La., President Steve Theriot hoped to find out who was making critical
comments online about his administration and former parish officials. He dropped his suit
after being criticized by residents at a council meeting.

Nola.com

Americans haven’t de-friended the government just yet, according to a recent Pew
report: 61 percent of adults looked for information or made transactions on a government
Web site in the last year, while almost a third employed social media like social networking
sites, blogs, text messaging, e-mail or online video to get government information.

New York Times

Suburban Philadelphia parents and their high school-age children soon will learn the extent
of a potentially criminal webcam scandal. A federal magistrate on Friday ordered the Lower
Merion School District to start sending notification letters to any student covertly spied
on through their school-issued Macbook, as well as to their parents. The order covers
screenshots taken by school officials, and pictures snapped of the pupils through their
webcams.

Wired

Lawyer ads constitute commercial speech protected by the state's anti-SLAPP
statute, the California Supreme Court ruled Monday. The unanimous opinion narrowly
interprets the exemptions in state Code of Civil Procedure §425.17(c), a 2003 amendment
to the anti-SLAPP statute designed to protect some commercial speech from meritless
suits.

The Recorder

The Chicago History Museum and the Library of Congress have teamed up to post Studs
Terkel's conversations with Rosa Parks, Bob Dylan, Martin Luther King Jr. and other
newsmakers on a website. Digitizing the 5,500 interviews is expected to take more than
two years.

New York Times

Editorials/Columns

) Todd Foster: It’s one of the ironies of journalism: We
can spend 13 months on a controversial series that
eventually wins the Pulitzer Prize for Public Service and
not receive a single criticism from readers. And then we
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run a daily story on a high school athlete urinating on a
baseball field during the National Anthem and the
floodgates open.

News Leader: When police are asked to report crimes to
colleges, would workplaces also expect to know about
employees' brushes with the law? The responsibility for
forecasting violence — if possible — lies with the
university officials.

Daily Press: We can only hope that privacy policies,
however valuable, don't get in the way of doing the right
thing. We've seen how such policies can put communities
— and even the individuals they're designed to protect —
at risk. Privacy policies prevented Virginia Tech from
finding out, when it admitted Seung-Hui Cho, how
disturbed he was and how well his high school understood
that.
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Thursday, May 20, 2010

State and Local stories

Northern Virginia Daily: The Front Royal Town Council may
have violated Virginia's Freedom of Information Act
following a Monday closed session that involved discussion of
the town attorney's performance. According to Councilmen

Chris W. Holloway, Carson C. Lauder Jr. and Thomas H. Sayre, REGISTER NOWI
the vote to adjourn and certify the closed session meeting at Access Across America, a
Town Hall was not taken in public, as is required under FOTA workshop, Saturday,

Virginia's open meetings act. The motion to go into closed
session was to discuss the performance of Town Attorney
Thomas R. Robinett.

May 22, 2 p.m. at the Virginia
Press Association
headquarters. $10. Register

Free Lance-Star: School Board members found Massaponax herel
High School's new yearbook distasteful, but expressed

unwavering support for Principal Joe Rodkey and his handling FOIA how-to videos on
of the situation. VCOG's YouTube Channel

Related: Reprinting the Massaponax High School yearbook to
remove "inappropriate" content could cost tens of thousands Become a fan of VCOG on
of dollars, and Principal Joe Rodkey said yesterday he isn't

sure where the money will come from. Facebook.

Daily Progress: Charlottesville’s future city manager should feel
comfortable reaching out, ensure access to information and
set the tone for departments to be responsive to residents,
according to comments made during a Wednesday forum.

News & Messenger: Dumfries Police Department’s longtime and
second highest-ranking officer has been fired, though officials
refuse to say why. Capt. Ronald Mackey, a more than 20-
year veteran, was terminated Monday less than a month after
“several” administrative charges were filed against him, said
Dumfries Town Manager Kim Alexander.

National Stories

Surprise! The CEO who displays his Social Security number in company ads has been the
victim of ID theft multiple times.
CNET News

A blogger critical of Pennsylvania Attorney General Tom Corbett fights a subpoena to
Twitter to unmask the blogger's identity. The subpoena from Corbett comes amid a
string of efforts to reveal anonymous online writers.

Wired

Data.gov is a year old, and those involved in the pet project of the Obama administration
to share data for crowdsourcing magic have learned how do it better. A major redesign
marks the anniversary and U.S. chief information officer Vivek Kundra gives Wired.com an
exclusive sneak peak of the new and improved site.

Wired

The nation's premier public health agency knowingly used flawed data to claim that high
lead levels in the District's drinking water did not pose a health risk to the public, a
congressional investigation has found. And, investigators determined, the agency has not
publicized more thorough internal research showing that the problem harmed children
across the city and continues to endanger thousands of D.C. residents.

Washington Post

The photo that ran with the a West Virginia newspaper's story about a new law that
toughens penalties for fatal hit and run accidents was retouched to eliminate the three
delegates who sponsored the law. "This is beyond my comprehension," says the
photographer. Editor Geri Ferrara says the Morgantown, WV paper doesn't publish photos
of candidates running for re-election.

West Virginia Public Broadcasting

Two lawmakers who co-chair the House Privacy Caucus asked the Federal Trade
Commission if Google broke the law in collecting WiFi and other Internet data while
taking photographs for its Street View product. Reps. Joe Barton, a Republican, and
Edward Markey, a Democrat, wrote to the FTC chairman to ask if the agency was looking
into the data collection, which Google has said was “a mistake.”

Reuters

A media coalition has successfully convinced a court to unseal a search warrant
affidavit used to search a journalist's home for evidence about a missing iPhone
prototype.
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system to alert residents about registered sex offenders living in their neighborhoods. The
supervisors have voted unanimously to ask staff members to develop a cost estimate for a
system that allows residents to sign up for the e-mail alerts.

Sacramento Bee

Documents released online to flesh out the regulatory record on what may be the largest
fraud in New Hampshire history allowed people to see data meant to be redacted.
Investor Frank Marino said the original documents were posted to the state Banking
Department's website in a way that allowed the computer operator to see blacked-out
words by right-clicking on the redaction.

New Hampshire Union L r

Did members of the Raleigh City Council violate the state's open meetings law during a May
4 closed session when they agreed to a naming rights deal for the city's new
amphitheater?

Raleigh New rver

Washington Post's corrections problem is being corrected / Where a backlog of several
hundred neglected requests once existed, the number now is only four.
Washington Post

British Library digitizing 40 million newspapers

Washington Post

Become a
COG member today!

Editorials/Columns

: The S.C.
Press Association has conducted a number of Freedom of
Information compliance audits over the past decade,
and each audit uncovers law enforcement agencies that
disregard the law. The trend continues with several recent
events around the state.
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Friday, May 21, 2010

State and Local stories

Register Bee: The Pittsylvania County Board of Supervisors has
decided not to appeal a ruling against it, with its chairman
saying the board should move on.

Times-Dispatch: The watchdog group Americans United for REGISTER NOwW!
Separation of Church and State says it has no reason to Access Across America, a
believe Liberty University acted improperly during the FOTA workshop, is
recent City Council elections. Americans United, a TOMORROW, May 22, from

Washington-based organization that has filed three complaints
with the IRS about Liberty's political activity in as many years,
had previously indicated it would be closely watching the

2 to 4 p.m. at the Virginia
Press Association

school during Lynchburg's local elections, held May 4. headquarters. $10. Register
herel

Times-Dispatch: The city of Richmond's code-enforcement

director of operations has filed a $1.2 million lawsuit against his FOTA how-to videos on

boss and the city, saying she humiliated and harassed him by VCOG's YouTube Channel

calling him "an idiot" in front of co-workers. In the lawsuit, Roy
W. Eidem accuses Rachel O. Flynn of slander, defamation
and "insulting words," and the city of "negligent retention" Become a fan of VCOG on
by not reassigning or disciplining Flynn, the director of planning Eacebook.
and development review.

News Leader: Parents who want extra reading help for their
children now have a new way to practice at home, thanks to
an innovative project developed by Washington and Lee
University students. As part of their course in Teaching
Elementary Reading, the W&L students have created take-
home literacy kits for families at the Enderly Heights
Elementary School. The kits are designed to give parents a
different way to help their children with reading.

Powhatan Today: Dialogue between the Powhatan Board of
Supervisors and School Board is now little more than a death
rattle, and there’s increasing skepticism about the potential
for a meeting aimed at reviving the defunct relationship.

National Stories

The hot-button issue of "sexting" is coming back to court and this time the ACLU is setting
out to establish that high school students have a right to privacy that includes the
contents of their cell phones.

The Legal Intelligencer

Previously secret files reveal that the FBI pursued Robert Novak's sources in columns
published in 1983 and 1987. Agents also tried to identify the source of classified
information that Novak divulged in 1983 on "The McLaughlin Group" in 1983, reports Joe
Stephens.

Washington Post

A CBS News team was threatened with arrest by Coast Guard officials in the Gulf of
Mexico who said they were acting under the authority of British Petroleum.
CBS

The California State University on Tuesday provided the remaining records pertaining to a
Public Records Act request made by Californians Aware on April 9 regarding the
appearance of Sarah Palin at CSU Stanislaus' 50th Anniversary Fundraising Gala event.
Cal State news

California's 10,000-plus IT workers have a platform to share, collaborate on and refine
those projects. Developed specifically for California IT workers, Calinfo aims to allow
users to share useful products, receive useful content and above all, information.
Government Technology

NASA's top security chief ordered his staff to shift their focus from certifying that
networks are compliant with a nearly decade-old law to monitoring systems for holes and
real-time reporting of threats. The change is a watershed moment for federal
information technology managers, who since 2002 have been required to follow a law that
critics say forces IT staffs to spend days filling out reports that confirm technology
managers have followed certain security procedures.

NextGov.com

Facebook, MySpace and several other social-networking sites have been sending data to
advertising companies that could be used to find consumers' names and other personal
details, despite promises they don't share such information without consent.

Wall Street Journal
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Editorials/Columns

Los Angeles Times: Journalism that serves society does
not always spring from objectivity, nor is it always written
from a distance. When Upton Sinclair exposed the
conditions of Chicago's meat industry, he did so on
assignment from a socialist newspaper. He went to work in
grim stockyards and returned with "The Jungle." The result
was a revolution in food safety and the founding of the
Food and Drug Administration. Sinclair's closeness to his
story gave his journalism urgency and moral power. It
was precisely the sort of work that deserves the greatest
protection from corporate intrusion. That lesson, however,
has been turned upside down by a New York federal judge
who this week ordered a documentary filmmaker to turn
over outtakes of his work to Chevron.
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Monday, May 24, 2010

State and Local stories

VCOG Blog: VCOG sponsored a FOIA workshop this weekend.
Read about it and pick up some of the tips and strategies the
presenter, SP]'s David Cuillier, served up.

FOI Advocate: Recap of NFOIC conference panel on FOI Do you know an FOT hero?
litigation features VCOG board members Lucy Dalglish and VCOG is seeking nominations
Ginger Stanley. for its FOI awards, to be

given out at our annual
Washington Post: Del. Tom Rust (R-Fairfax) confirms that he conference, Oct. 21-22, in

was a victim of the same California identity thieves who

B 3 ) Richmond. Nominate your
opened a credit card in the name of Sen. Dick Saslaw (D-

Fairfax) and used it to buy medical marijuana. hero here!
Roanoke Times: The check for $2,500 arrived in the mail last FOIA how-to videos on
May, unsolicited but much appreciated. "We don't get many of VCOG's YouTube Channel
those," said Joey Wallace, executive director of the NewWell

Fund, a nonprofit in Richmond that provides low-interest loans Become a fan of VCOG on
to Virginians with disabilities. Wallace is less enthusiastic about Facebook.

the gift these days. He decided last week to freeze the funds,
considering all the questions swirling around the source of the
check, the U.S. Navy Veterans Association. Last year, the
association's director, Bobby Thompson, gave Virginia
politicians $67,500. The U.S. Navy Vets then pushed to get a
law passed allowing it to solicit funds without registering
with state regulators. Most of the state officials, including
Gov. Bob McDonnell, gave away their campaign contributions
last week after learning the group was under a cloud of
suspicion about its makeup and fundraising activities.

Free Lance-Star: The Rev. Hashmel Turner prays during last
night's Global Day of Prayer that Fredericksburg City Council
will reverse its decision to hold only nonsectarian prayers.

News Leader: University officials still reeling from the death of
a Virginia student-athlete want a better system to tell them
when students are arrested off campus, though authorities
warn any changes could prove costly and difficult to enforce.

National Stories

In organizing her Seattle neighborhood to fight proposed development, Pat Murakami ran
into problems. If she prints some flyers, calls some meetings and urges her neighbours to
write to their state representative demanding change, she has to register as a
“‘grassroots lobbyist”. This rule applies to any group that spends more than $500 in any
given month trying to influence the legislature. That sum includes not only cash but also
anything else of value.

The Economist

The Sunlight Labs open government group recently debuted its free online open-source
collection of federal, state and local government databases in the United States.
E ral Com r Week

Birth dates. Details of domestic incidents contained in police reports. The names of people
who ask for records. Signatures of government lawyers. All this and more has been ruled
off-limits by the Illinois attorney general’s public access counselor’s office, which has
been deciding which government records are public and which are not since an overhaul to
the state Freedom of Information Act took effect in January.

(Springdfield, Ill.) State Journal Register

Lawyers for filmmaker Joseph A. Berlinger as well as plaintiffs who sued Chevron over
pollution and its effects on the health of indigenous peoples in Ecuador won a temporary
stay Friday of a court order to comply with subpoenas for about 600 hours of footage.

LA City Hall reporters fume about new rules that limit access to council members /
Reporters had for decades been able to ease up to a council member during a meeting for
a quick point of clarification or to insist on an answer, but new rules prohibit that.

Los Angeles Times

Pennsylvania’s attorney general gave up an attempt to subpoena two Twitter users
who commented on a political conspiracy case after the defendant in the case was
sentenced. The attorney general’s office had subpoenaed Twitter to ascertain the
identities of two users who had posted writings sympathetic to the defendants, but
prosecutors said after the hearing that the information had not been produced and they
considered it a moot point.

Naw Varl Timac
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INGVY Tuin tnieo

A crisis pregnancy center in Silver Spring has become the second group in Maryland to sue
a Washington-area government over laws that pro-lifers say are part of a national
campaign to snuff out anti-abortion speech. Centro Tepeyac Women's Center, a 20-
year-old Catholic agency on Apple Avenue, sued Montgomery County last week at U.S.
District Court in Greenbelt over a Feb. 2 vote by the County Council that created a law
requiring crisis pregnancy centers to post certain signs in English and Spanish. The signs
must say that a licensed medical professional is not on staff there and that the county
health department advises seeking a licensed health care provider. Failure to post a sign

results in a fine of at least $500.
Washington Times

VCOG member

Click to view this email in a browser

Editorials/Columns

Times-Dispatch: Clear, up-front communication is not
exactly rocket science. (Even the captain in "Cool Hand
Luke" had a basic grasp of the concept.) But you'd never
know that from the number of P.R. debacles that result
from a simple failure to communicate. Case in point: The
Virginia State Police's plans to build a shooting complex in
Powhatan. The training facility would include a number of
ranges and a live-fire shoot house. Neighbors are not
amused. Powhatan officialdom is positively ticked off -- in
no small measure because it learned of the plans from a
DEQ e-mail requesting environmental-impact comments
about a project it had no idea was in the works.

Free Lance-Star: Pulling the yearbook, and asking that it
be reprinted without the offending passages, was a bold
and courageous move. Correcting the publication will be
costly-- perhaps as much as $60,000. But Mr. Rodkey was
absolutely right to make that decision.

Washington Post: "When things are secret, it is not only
obnoxious to our principle of representative government; it
violates the opportunity for an institution such as this to
actually work," says Sen. Charles Grassley (R-Iowa). The
Wyden-Grassley amendment would limit secret holds to 48
hours -- long enough for senators who have potential
concerns to familiarize themselves with the issue and
state their objections publicly.

Washington Post: The right of the public to witness D.C.
City Council meetings really shouldn't rely on the whim
of one person.

Washington Post: The FCC, industry, consumer groups
and other interested parties should work with Congress to
craft clear but limited rules tailored to broadband.

Craig Fehrman, LA Times: Even politicians who write their
own books don't write them alone, and we'd be better off
looking past ghostwriting to the real problems behind
political books.
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Tuesday, May 25, 2010

State and Local stories

Daily Progress: Conservative Tea Party protesters
complained Monday that liberal protesters were allowed to
rally in front of U.S. Rep. Tom Perriello’s office while the Tea
Party has been told to demonstrate somewhere other than the
office’s privately owned parking lot.

Clarke Daily News: The Clarke County School Board sought
guidance and clarification on Friday regarding the appropriate
procedures for using electronic mail to conduct public
business. Generally, local public bodies may not meet or cast
votes by electronic means. However, electronic mail can be a
useful communication tool provided it is used within the legal
constraints of Virginia’s Freedom of Information Act. Maria J.K.
Everett, a lawyer and Executive Director of the Virginia
Freedom of Information Advisory Council, spent nearly two
hours providing instruction and answering “what-if” questions
from the School Board.

Washington Post: Of all the signatories of all the various letters
circulated about Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli's civil
investigative demand for documents related to the work of
climate scientist Michael Mann, this name might spark some
particular interest: Robert M. O'Neil. O'Neil is one of 39
professors at the University of Virginia Law School who signed
on to a letter Tuesday to University Rector John O. Wynne,
urging the Board of Visitors to fight Cuccinelli's subpoena in
court.

-Di : Do students who take math in their senior
year of high school fare better in their freshman year of
college? If that doesn't help, what does? Virginia education
officials hope to find the answer to those questions and
countless others by broadening the state's student tracking
system to follow graduates after high school.

Virginian Pilot: Three of Norfolk’s school administrators also
work as consultants for the Colorado-based Leadership and
Learning Center, an education firm that has received contracts
worth about $1.3 million from the division in the past 10 years.
Cathy Lassiter, Norfolk’s middle school executive director,
works the side job while four of the nine schools under her
supervision struggle for accreditation and two others are
among the lowest-performing schools in the state. She also
was criticized by an investigative panel earlier this year for
improperly handling an inquiry into testing problems at one of
the city’s middle schools. As Ocean View Elementary’s principal,
Lauren Campsen approved a contract between her school and
the center last year while she was on the center’s payroll as
one of its consultants. The state bars public employees with
official procurement responsibilities from awarding contracts to
firms for which they work. Norfolk City Attorney Bernard Pishko
said Campsen did not violate Virginia’s Public Procurement
Act because she did not have official responsibility for
purchasing. He said it was up to the superintendent to decide
whether there was an appearance of impropriety in Campsen’s
award of a contract to the Learning Center.

News Leader: The University of Virginia Library has received a
major grant from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation for a two-
year project to model how institutions can preserve and
deliver rare materials that currently exist only in digital form.

Star-Exponent: Democrats blocked action on the GOP’s
“YouCut” program last week, but that’s not keeping
Culpeper’s Congressman quiet. Introduced the other week
through the office of Rep. Eric Cantor, R-Richmond, “YouCut”
allows participants to vote online at his web site on selected
programs they would like to see axed. Some 280,000 votes
were cast, according to Cantor’s people, but when the
“winner” - the Temporary Aid to Needy Families fund - tried to
arrive on the House floor for a vote, it didn't make it.

News Virginian: The Augusta County Board of Supervisors, by
a narrow consensus, postponed drafting an ordinance to
stagger the terms of its members Monday.

The Examiner: Dr. C. Everett Koop, the former U.S. surgeon
aeneral. ance said. "The hest nrescrintion is infarmation." While

Do you know an FOT hero?
VCOG is seeking nominations
for its FOI awards, to be
given out at our annual
conference, Oct. 21-22, in

Richmond. Nominate your
hero here!

FOIA how-to videos on
VCOG's YouTube Channel

Become a fan of VCOG on
Facebook.
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Koop may have been talking about medicine, he easily could
have been referring to the general distrust that the public has
for its government, particularly at the local and state levels.
There are hundreds of reports in the media about citizens
criticizing -- and in some instances -- suing their government
over actions taken in secret or without public comment by
that city council or board of supervisors.

Daily News Record: "In the name of God, Amen. I Thomas
Harrison of the county of Rockingham & state of Virginia do
make and ordain this my last will and testament in manner and
form following, That is to say." With these words, the
Harrisonburg's founder and namesake stipulated his will, which
was recorded and placed at the county courthouse. Now, this
document and others like it are available for public perusal
because of their recent preservation at the Rockingham
County Circuit Court Clerk's Office.

1 The original 18th-century courtroom in
Shenandoah County's historic courthouse got a rare public
airing Monday evening. Visitors were able to explore the
stately courtroom with its dark hardwood floors, wooden
paneling behind the judge's bench, and wooden staircase
leading upstairs to a small public gallery and adjacent office.
The walls are peeling along the stairwell and upstairs, as is the
upstairs ceiling.

National Stories

Wyoming newspaper ordered not to publish story about 2008 trip / Laramie County
district judge issues restraining order at request of community college officials who argue
that publishing report could violate federal student privacy laws.

First Amendmen nter

After 111 members of Congress tell FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski to back off, new Net
neutrality regulations are looking a lot less likely.

U.S. trustbusters have set their sights on Silicon Valley, with a growing number of
investigations targeting possible anticompetitive behavior by technology companies. Now
they are having to deal with an unexpected consequence: Potential witnesses are using
blogs to blurt out details of an inquiry as it is being conducted.

Wall Street Journal

David Byrne has sued Gov. Charlie Crist of Florida, saying he used the song “Road to
Nowhere” in a Senate campaign ad without permission.
New York Times

Congressional hearings are planned for June to examine the Communications Act of
1996, which barely mentions the Internet.
New York Times

A Silver Spring, Md., man who worked as a linguist for the FBI was sentenced Monday to
20 months in prison for leaking secret documents to a blogger.

Washington Post

An Alaska-based soldier is under investigation for a video on his Facebook page that
taunts smiling Iraqgi children by asking if they're gay, if they engage in certain sex acts and
if they would grow up to be terrorists.

Fox News

Editorials/Columns

Daily Press: Historic places enrich our understanding of
what it means to be a Virginian, an American, as when
visitors to the Colonial Capitol hear actors recreate the
debates that preceded the Revolution. Walk the William
and Mary campus and think about Thomas Jefferson and
George Washington and all the other fabulous feet that
trod there, and you know you're in a special place — but
still, a place that welcomes modern buildings and
VCOG member students wearing earbuds. But just as 17th-century
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adventurers took advantage of prime watertront along the
James, so should the 21st century's residents.

: Been wondering
which American industry is next to be consumed by our
ravenous federal government? You may find the
answer in a report released this month suggesting that
the news media can only survive if it is a public media.
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State and Local stories

Roanoke Times: A conscientious consumer's call to a state
agency last year led Virginia officials to revoke a registration
exemption for a nonprofit Navy veterans organization that
was soliciting donations by telephone. But rather than comply
with the state's reporting requirements, the U.S. Navy
Veterans Association advised Virginia's consumer affairs
agency last August that it had suspended its solicitation
activities in the state. Then, several months later, lobbyists
for the organization began pushing for legislation to expand
an exemption to the state's charitable solicitation law and
allow U.S. Navy Vets to resume soliciting without having to
file annual registration and financial reports with the state.
The bill passed the General Assembly without opposition this
winter.

Northern Virginia Daily: The director of a statewide advocacy
group dedicated to open government says that local residents
should be concerned about the Front Royal Town Council's
lack of transparency.

Washington Examiner: U.Va. asked to produce faculty
record policy / The May 24 FOIA follows an earlier subpoena
by Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli for the records of
former climatologist Michael Mann.

Daily Progress: Special Monticello tour features rarely seen
spaces

Roanoke Times: A plan to bar nongovernmental groups
from using the Roanoke County Board of Supervisors meeting
room was sidetracked Tuesday when several citizens objected
to the idea. In a brief discussion, several board members
recounted personal experiences seeing outside groups abusing
the room -- bringing in prohibited food and drink, or leaving
trash behind -- since its $200,000 remodeling in late 2007.
But after four speakers objected to the proposed limitations at
Tuesday's meeting, the board decided to revisit the issue in a
work session at its first June meeting, then to hold a public
hearing on the proposal during the second meeting in June.

Leesburg Today: It was only a few minutes into the Board of
Supervisors' public hearing on the proposed Chesapeake Bay
regulations Monday night when Leesburg resident Christopher
Manthos put a roll of 100 stamps on the front of the
podium. "I am going to donate that to the county," he said.
"So you can let people know what is going on."
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Virginian-Pilot: Virginia Beach adds Web service in push for
pet licensing / The city has been ramping up its efforts, in
part because the proceeds will help fund a replacement of
Animal Control's 36-year-old shelter. Licenses are required by
city code.

National Stories

With maps, apps and databases, the online community is working to help show the world
the scope, and damage, of the Gulf Coast oil spill.
CNN

House Republicans are launching a new website Tuesday to show their 2010 midterm
policy agenda will stem directly from a conversation with Americans about what policies
they think Congress should be tackling

CNN

A former nurse accused of going online and encouraging depressed people to kill
themselves has been ordered to stay off the Internet while his criminal case is
pending.

New York Times

The city and county of Denver website was pulled down after it was hacked, the second
such attack in a week. Denvergov.org was down for six hours after it was hacked.
Denver police are investigating the attacks.

Denver Post

A 21-year-old Western Michigan University student whose gripe with a towing company
has caught fire on the Internet through the social-networking site Facebook is now the
target of a $750,000 lawsuit by the company. The “Kalamazoo Residents against T & J
Towing” group on Facebook has gained more than 4,200 members since Justin Kurtz
launched it in February after his car was towed from the apartment complex where he
lives. T & J Towing last week sued Kurtz seeking $750,000 in damages and requesting a
court order that he “immediately cease and desist any further libelous and slanderous
written claims” about the company.

Kalamazoo Gazette

Editorials/Columns

Become a

VCOG member today! Daily Progress: We're sorry it's come to this. We'd like to

g = think folks could work out these disagreements like
neighbors. But since the gauntlet has been thrown and a
friendly resolution doesn’t seem possible, then the only
response left is to play this one by the book. And that
means no protests of any type in the privately owned
business complex that hosts, among other things, Rep.
Tom Perriello’s local office.
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Times-Dispatch: Democrats have dismissed YouCut as a
gimmick. They also complain that no one cut amounts to
much. Indeed, as the mythical saying puts it, a billion here
and a billion there and pretty soon we have some real
money. Few expect the House to embrace the cuts. Yet the
participation rate has impressed even Washington's
sophisticates. House Republicans deserve at least a little
credit for attempting to translate the electorate's general
frustrations into policy specifics.

News & Messenger: It must be something in the water.
That is the only possible way to understand how the
Dumfries Town Council can remain as divisive and
unprofessional as ever despite having three brand new
members elected to the council. Not even a month has
passed since Dumfries residents voted for change and
elected Kristin Forrester, Michele Jurgensen and Jerry
Foreman, and already the bickering has begun. This
does not bode well for the town.

The Daily Beast: The nation’s founders built state capitals
in remote areas, to avoid possible tyranny. But with fewer
reporters aggressively covering state politics, Richard J.
Tofel says corruption will increase precisely because
government is so far away.
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State and Local stories

Daily Progress: An Albemarle County judge denied a request
Wednesday from a group of news media to unseal an order in
the Yeardley Love killing case, saying the request was made
improperly.

Daily Press: Hampton City Council considers jettisoning
paper agendas.

News & Messenger: A recent request for the town manager to
attend a meeting in the mayor's office quickly led to another
Dumfries governmental fracas. Dumfries Mayor Fred Yohey
wanted Town Manager Kim Alexander to join him for a private
meeting with two council members-elect to discuss the
budget. But, when two sitting council members and the third
council member-elect learned of the get-together, they
wanted to attend as well. Alexander then turned the private
meeting into an advertised town council meeting, in
accordance with state Sunshine Laws—NOT what Yohey had in
mind. He contacted Virginia Municipal League for an opinion
on the legality of his original request and with the league's
stamp of approval, he asked the town manager to disinvite the
others. She said no. Alexander told Yohey the town attorney
had already stated that while his private meeting would be
techni-cally legal, it went against the spirit of the open
government law.

(Note: a meeting of 3 or more members of a public body for
the purpose of conducting public business is a public meeting.)

Washington Post: A new consultants' report commissioned by
Gov. Bob McDonnell's administration recommends that
Virginia create a new government office solely devoted to
shepherding transportation public-private partnerships.
The report from KPMG Corporate Financing suggests
appointing a head of the office with the political will to follow
through on potential deals.

Daily Press: Starting on Tuesday, June 1, patrons of Newport
News library system will be able to get answers to their
reference questions through online instant messaging.
The e-Librarian service will enable users to get answers live
from reference staff. They can ask the same type of
informational questions that they would ask on the phone or
in person. The time required to receive an answer will depend
on the complexity of the question and the staff's workload.

Times-Dispatch: Standing outside the Patrick Henry Building

http://hosted.verti cal response.cony560788/0badh26c40/282550247/ba. ..

Do you know an FOTI hero?
VCOG is seeking
nominations for its FOI
awards, to be given out at
our annual conference, Oct.
21-22, in Richmond.
Nominate your hero here!

FOIA how-to videos on
VCOG's YouTube Channel

Become a fan of VCOG on
Facebook.

5/28/2010 3:03 PM



	2010_05_03.pdf
	2010_05_04.pdf
	2010_05_05.pdf
	2010_05_07.pdf
	2010_05_10.pdf
	2010_05_11.pdf
	2010_05_18.pdf
	2010_05_19.pdf
	2010_05_20.pdf
	2010_05_21.pdf
	2010_05_24.pdf
	2010_05_25.pdf
	2010_05_26.pdf

