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State and Local stories

Daily Progress: Last week, Albemarle County celebrated Senior 
Independence Day — an example of numerous celebrations 
each year born from local government resolutions that often 
have little impact on government policies. Though non­policy 
resolutions often pop up on Albemarle’s Board of Supervisors 
agendas, Charlottesville’s resolutions often spread into 
more vast territory. But at what point is it not worth 
taxpayers’ money and staff’s time for government to consider 
resolutions that don’t directly change policies? 
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Just a week before the Deepwater Horizon exploded, BP PLC asked regulators to approve 
three successive changes to its oil well over 24 hours, according to federal records of 
the Minerals Management Service reviewed by the Wall Street Journal.
Wall Street Journal

A round­up of successful and unsuccessful open­records legislation in Oklahoma. 
Good and bad ideas alike.
The Oklahoman

The Competitive Enterprise Institute is suing NASA to release information explaining why 
the agency revised its global­warming data upward in 2007, after having revised the 
data downward six weeks earlier. CEI had submitted Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
requests to obtain the information, to no avail.
The New American

Medical­device maker Medtronic Inc. disclosed that it made payments of more than 
$15.7 million in royalties and consulting fees to U.S. doctors in the first quarter, the first 
time the big Minneapolis company has provided such details. In making the voluntary 
disclosure, Medtronic is stepping ahead of requirements of a new federal law mandating 
such publication by 2013.
Wall Street Journal

Rodney Anderson is among the dozens of private citizens who hire lobbyists each year. 
They range from victims of Bernard Madoff's infamous Ponzi scheme to William Weld, a 
former two­term governor of Massachusetts. Others want presidential pardons or 
congressional help with immigration troubles. In the first three months of this year, 16 
individuals hired lobbyists, according to data culled from lobbying records for USA TODAY 
by the non­partisan Center for Responsive Politics. 
USA TODAY

Web sites like Facebook, Twitter and Yelp have given individuals a global platform on 
which to air their grievances with companies. But legal experts say the soaring 
popularity of such sites has also given rise to more cases in which a business sues an 
individual for posting critical comments online.
New York Times

When Amtrak assured Congress it was on a "glide path" to free itself of federal subsidies 
early last decade, a handful of top executives secretly had reason to know better. In fact, 
the rail service was on the verge of bankruptcy. But Amtrak's public assurances were 
based on far more than overly rosy financial projections. A previously undisclosed 
seven­year investigation later uncovered serious accounting shenanigans inside Amtrak 
that kept federal officials, Congress and the public in the dark about the national rail 
service's true finances, according to documents obtained by The Washington Times 
through the Freedom of Information Act.
Washington Times
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Martinsville Bulletin: Martinsville­Henry County Economic 
Development Corp. should keep the information flowing.

Washington Times: Free speech isn't dead yet, and 
neither is this republic ­ Mr. Obama's best efforts 
notwithstanding. As long as the constitutional right of free 
expression endures, collective common sense will outscore 
political expediency every time in the court of public 
opinion. As Jefferson put it, "Error of opinion may be 
tolerated where reason is left free to combat it."
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Wednesday, June 2, 2010
 
State and Local stories

Daily News Record: A legal clash over the role of the press 
during a police investigation ended Tuesday with an out­of­
court deal between Rockingham County prosecutors and 
James Madison University's student newspaper, The Breeze. As 
part of the settlement, The Breeze agreed to give the 
Rockingham County Commonwealth's Attorney's Office 20 of 
the seized images taken during the April 10 student party that 
spiraled out of control. Also as part of the settlement, the 
Virginia Division of Risk Management, on behalf of the 
commonwealth's attorney's office, agreed to give the 
newspaper $10,000 for attorney fees. Seth Berlin, an attorney 
with Washington, D.C.­based Levin, Sullivan, Koch and Schulz, 
represented The Breeze, according to the settlement.

ACLU: ACLU Brief Filed in Virginia Supreme Court Supporting 
Gloucester Voters Sanctioned for Efforts to Oust Public 
Officials / Thomas Jefferson Center for Protection of Free 
Expression and the ACLU of Virginia say $80,000 fine of 40 
Gloucester voters violates First Amendment.

Daily Press: After tapping taxpayer funds in November to pay 
$171,000 in attorneys' fees, the Board of Supervisors is now 
considering whether to file suit to recoup at least some of that 
money from the county's insurance carrier. The Virginia 
Association of Counties Risk Management Programs has 
refused to pay any of the bills that were accrued by ex­
supervisor Teresa Altemus and supervisors Bobby Crewe, 
Michelle Ressler and Gregory Woodard in their successful 
defense against petitions to remove them from office.

Daily Progress: A group of media outlets, including The Daily 
Progress, is again requesting that a court order sealing 
search warrant reports in the Yeardley Love homicide case 
be opened to the public.

Times­Dispatch: Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli's office 
announced that it is not joining 48 other states in filing a 
supporting legal brief on behalf of Albert Snyder, the father of 
a soldier killed in Iraq whose funeral in Maryland was picketed 
by Westboro Baptist Church of Kansas, a hate group. A 
statement said Cuccinelli's office chose not to file a brief 
"because the case could set a precedent that could severely 
curtail certain valid exercises of free speech."

Washington Post: Jason Flanary, a spokesman for Jay O'Brien, 
said the former senator did not withdraw from the Republican 
primary in a Fairfax County Senate district because of the 
criticism he received after he was caught on tape taking his 
opponent's fliers from a general store.

Daily Press: Significant financial deficiencies have been 
highlighted by auditors looking into financial records of the Fort 
Monroe Federal Area Development Authority. The accountants 
say the authority that has assets of more than $629,100, was 
unable to provide sufficient documentation to support 
certain operating expenses. The Virginia Department of Housing 
and Community Development was the authority's fiscal agent, 
responsible for recording transactions in the financial year 
ending June 30, 2009, an arrangement that ended in July 2009, 
according to the report.

Virginian­Pilot: Portsmouth Mayor James Holley, who has 
repeatedly said he would not resign to avoid a looming recall 
election, changed his response Tuesday, if ever so slightly, 
when asked if he planned to step down. "I have until Friday," 
Holley said after a closed­door meeting with other council 
members. Council members called the meeting to get the city 
attorney's opinion on the laws governing the recall process 
and the possible council appointments that could result. On 
Thursday, Circuit Judge Dean W. Sword Jr. ruled that a petition 
signed by more than 8,000 people was sufficient to force a 
recall election.

Roanoke Times: Personal information of some 2,300 Roanoke 
school employees may be at risk because hard drives were 
not removed prior to the sale of several surplus computers.

The June issue of Bytes in Brief from Sensei Enterprises is 
online
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National Stories

He has been in front of the camera a lot lately, but now the Department of Justice has 
released his mug shot. It took a Freedom of Information request from the media to finally 
see Rod Blgojevich with a number under his chin.
WQAD

For the first time, the records provide a clear public view into one of the most influential 
subcultures in Washington: lobbyists who moonlight by bundling campaign 
contributions for candidates and their political parties. The fundraising occurs even as 
the same lobbyists attempt to shape legislation to benefit their clients, including energy 
firms, insurers and other corporations with major financial stakes in the outcome of federal 
legislation.
Washington Post

First, BP had workers sign a contract banning them from speaking to media. Then, 
almost three weeks later, the company took back the clause pertaining to the media in a 
letter to oil spill workers. BP has made claims that it has not blocked media from covering 
the oil spill. But a contract that became valid May 2 suggested otherwise.
Powering a Nation

Since winning a $2 million lawsuit against the Boston Herald in 2005, Howard M. Cooper 
has represented at least five other judges who extracted corrections or apologies from 
media outlets.
Boston Globe

Congress is looking for a new way to combat animal cruelty videos in the wake of  the 
Supreme Court's recent ruling that found the current law unconstitutional.
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press

The City of West Allis, Wisc., has gone to court over its efforts to fire a veteran 
dispatcher over comments she posted on Facebook, comments she contends were 
obviously a joke. Last year, according to court records, Dana Kuchler a 21­year employee 
with the city, posted a comment on her Facebook wall that she was addicted to Vicodin, 
Adderall, quality marijuana, MD 20/20 grape and absinthe. Kuchler was already fired once 
over the Facebook post, but her union, AFSCME Local 80, filed a grievance and an 
arbitrator last month ruled the offense did not merit termination, only a 30­day unpaid 
suspension. Now the city has gone to court seeking a stay of that award. Kuchler said the 
Facebook comment, posted while she was off duty, was meant as a joke and that she 
had even included "Ha."
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

A judge has dissolved a restraining order that prohibited the Wyoming Tribune Eagle 
from publishing stories about a community college president's trip to Costa Rica. The judge 
dismissed the school's argument that it could lose federal funding if the information was 
printed.
Google News

Eight reporters attempt to quit the Internet.
Washington Post

When it comes to how a ticket in your home state affects your driver's license status in 
another state, the answer is complex and changing each year. If you want to know how 
much information follows you around, the quick answer is: yes it does, so watch your 
speed. Your unpaid speeding ticket in California, for example, will prevent you from being 
able to renew your Ohio driver's license. The more complete answer is that different 
information follows you different places in different ways. Here's how it works: There 
are three major databases that keep track of your driver's license info: the National Driver 
Register (NDR, also referred to as the Problem Driver Pointer System (PDPS)), the Driver 
License Compact (DLC) and the Non­Resident Violator Compact (NRVC). 
AOL Autos
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State and Local stories

Daily News Record: A legal clash over the role of the press 
during a police investigation ended Tuesday with an out­of­
court deal between Rockingham County prosecutors and 
James Madison University's student newspaper, The Breeze. As 
part of the settlement, The Breeze agreed to give the 
Rockingham County Commonwealth's Attorney's Office 20 of 
the seized images taken during the April 10 student party that 
spiraled out of control. Also as part of the settlement, the 
Virginia Division of Risk Management, on behalf of the 
commonwealth's attorney's office, agreed to give the 
newspaper $10,000 for attorney fees. Seth Berlin, an attorney 
with Washington, D.C.­based Levin, Sullivan, Koch and Schulz, 
represented The Breeze, according to the settlement.

ACLU: ACLU Brief Filed in Virginia Supreme Court Supporting 
Gloucester Voters Sanctioned for Efforts to Oust Public 
Officials / Thomas Jefferson Center for Protection of Free 
Expression and the ACLU of Virginia say $80,000 fine of 40 
Gloucester voters violates First Amendment.

Daily Press: After tapping taxpayer funds in November to pay 
$171,000 in attorneys' fees, the Board of Supervisors is now 
considering whether to file suit to recoup at least some of that 
money from the county's insurance carrier. The Virginia 
Association of Counties Risk Management Programs has 
refused to pay any of the bills that were accrued by ex­
supervisor Teresa Altemus and supervisors Bobby Crewe, 
Michelle Ressler and Gregory Woodard in their successful 
defense against petitions to remove them from office.

Daily Progress: A group of media outlets, including The Daily 
Progress, is again requesting that a court order sealing 
search warrant reports in the Yeardley Love homicide case 
be opened to the public.

Times­Dispatch: Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli's office 
announced that it is not joining 48 other states in filing a 
supporting legal brief on behalf of Albert Snyder, the father of 
a soldier killed in Iraq whose funeral in Maryland was picketed 
by Westboro Baptist Church of Kansas, a hate group. A 
statement said Cuccinelli's office chose not to file a brief 
"because the case could set a precedent that could severely 
curtail certain valid exercises of free speech."

Washington Post: Jason Flanary, a spokesman for Jay O'Brien, 
said the former senator did not withdraw from the Republican 
primary in a Fairfax County Senate district because of the 
criticism he received after he was caught on tape taking his 
opponent's fliers from a general store.

Daily Press: Significant financial deficiencies have been 
highlighted by auditors looking into financial records of the Fort 
Monroe Federal Area Development Authority. The accountants 
say the authority that has assets of more than $629,100, was 
unable to provide sufficient documentation to support 
certain operating expenses. The Virginia Department of Housing 
and Community Development was the authority's fiscal agent, 
responsible for recording transactions in the financial year 
ending June 30, 2009, an arrangement that ended in July 2009, 
according to the report.

Virginian­Pilot: Portsmouth Mayor James Holley, who has 
repeatedly said he would not resign to avoid a looming recall 
election, changed his response Tuesday, if ever so slightly, 
when asked if he planned to step down. "I have until Friday," 
Holley said after a closed­door meeting with other council 
members. Council members called the meeting to get the city 
attorney's opinion on the laws governing the recall process 
and the possible council appointments that could result. On 
Thursday, Circuit Judge Dean W. Sword Jr. ruled that a petition 
signed by more than 8,000 people was sufficient to force a 
recall election.

Roanoke Times: Personal information of some 2,300 Roanoke 
school employees may be at risk because hard drives were 
not removed prior to the sale of several surplus computers.
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National Stories

He has been in front of the camera a lot lately, but now the Department of Justice has 
released his mug shot. It took a Freedom of Information request from the media to finally 
see Rod Blgojevich with a number under his chin.
WQAD

For the first time, the records provide a clear public view into one of the most influential 
subcultures in Washington: lobbyists who moonlight by bundling campaign 
contributions for candidates and their political parties. The fundraising occurs even as 
the same lobbyists attempt to shape legislation to benefit their clients, including energy 
firms, insurers and other corporations with major financial stakes in the outcome of federal 
legislation.
Washington Post

First, BP had workers sign a contract banning them from speaking to media. Then, 
almost three weeks later, the company took back the clause pertaining to the media in a 
letter to oil spill workers. BP has made claims that it has not blocked media from covering 
the oil spill. But a contract that became valid May 2 suggested otherwise.
Powering a Nation

Since winning a $2 million lawsuit against the Boston Herald in 2005, Howard M. Cooper 
has represented at least five other judges who extracted corrections or apologies from 
media outlets.
Boston Globe

Congress is looking for a new way to combat animal cruelty videos in the wake of  the 
Supreme Court's recent ruling that found the current law unconstitutional.
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press

The City of West Allis, Wisc., has gone to court over its efforts to fire a veteran 
dispatcher over comments she posted on Facebook, comments she contends were 
obviously a joke. Last year, according to court records, Dana Kuchler a 21­year employee 
with the city, posted a comment on her Facebook wall that she was addicted to Vicodin, 
Adderall, quality marijuana, MD 20/20 grape and absinthe. Kuchler was already fired once 
over the Facebook post, but her union, AFSCME Local 80, filed a grievance and an 
arbitrator last month ruled the offense did not merit termination, only a 30­day unpaid 
suspension. Now the city has gone to court seeking a stay of that award. Kuchler said the 
Facebook comment, posted while she was off duty, was meant as a joke and that she 
had even included "Ha."
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

A judge has dissolved a restraining order that prohibited the Wyoming Tribune Eagle 
from publishing stories about a community college president's trip to Costa Rica. The judge 
dismissed the school's argument that it could lose federal funding if the information was 
printed.
Google News

Eight reporters attempt to quit the Internet.
Washington Post

When it comes to how a ticket in your home state affects your driver's license status in 
another state, the answer is complex and changing each year. If you want to know how 
much information follows you around, the quick answer is: yes it does, so watch your 
speed. Your unpaid speeding ticket in California, for example, will prevent you from being 
able to renew your Ohio driver's license. The more complete answer is that different 
information follows you different places in different ways. Here's how it works: There 
are three major databases that keep track of your driver's license info: the National Driver 
Register (NDR, also referred to as the Problem Driver Pointer System (PDPS)), the Driver 
License Compact (DLC) and the Non­Resident Violator Compact (NRVC). 
AOL Autos
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Wednesday, June 2, 2010
 
State and Local stories

Daily News Record: A legal clash over the role of the press 
during a police investigation ended Tuesday with an out­of­
court deal between Rockingham County prosecutors and 
James Madison University's student newspaper, The Breeze. As 
part of the settlement, The Breeze agreed to give the 
Rockingham County Commonwealth's Attorney's Office 20 of 
the seized images taken during the April 10 student party that 
spiraled out of control. Also as part of the settlement, the 
Virginia Division of Risk Management, on behalf of the 
commonwealth's attorney's office, agreed to give the 
newspaper $10,000 for attorney fees. Seth Berlin, an attorney 
with Washington, D.C.­based Levin, Sullivan, Koch and Schulz, 
represented The Breeze, according to the settlement.

ACLU: ACLU Brief Filed in Virginia Supreme Court Supporting 
Gloucester Voters Sanctioned for Efforts to Oust Public 
Officials / Thomas Jefferson Center for Protection of Free 
Expression and the ACLU of Virginia say $80,000 fine of 40 
Gloucester voters violates First Amendment.

Daily Press: After tapping taxpayer funds in November to pay 
$171,000 in attorneys' fees, the Board of Supervisors is now 
considering whether to file suit to recoup at least some of that 
money from the county's insurance carrier. The Virginia 
Association of Counties Risk Management Programs has 
refused to pay any of the bills that were accrued by ex­
supervisor Teresa Altemus and supervisors Bobby Crewe, 
Michelle Ressler and Gregory Woodard in their successful 
defense against petitions to remove them from office.

Daily Progress: A group of media outlets, including The Daily 
Progress, is again requesting that a court order sealing 
search warrant reports in the Yeardley Love homicide case 
be opened to the public.

Times­Dispatch: Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli's office 
announced that it is not joining 48 other states in filing a 
supporting legal brief on behalf of Albert Snyder, the father of 
a soldier killed in Iraq whose funeral in Maryland was picketed 
by Westboro Baptist Church of Kansas, a hate group. A 
statement said Cuccinelli's office chose not to file a brief 
"because the case could set a precedent that could severely 
curtail certain valid exercises of free speech."

Washington Post: Jason Flanary, a spokesman for Jay O'Brien, 
said the former senator did not withdraw from the Republican 
primary in a Fairfax County Senate district because of the 
criticism he received after he was caught on tape taking his 
opponent's fliers from a general store.

Daily Press: Significant financial deficiencies have been 
highlighted by auditors looking into financial records of the Fort 
Monroe Federal Area Development Authority. The accountants 
say the authority that has assets of more than $629,100, was 
unable to provide sufficient documentation to support 
certain operating expenses. The Virginia Department of Housing 
and Community Development was the authority's fiscal agent, 
responsible for recording transactions in the financial year 
ending June 30, 2009, an arrangement that ended in July 2009, 
according to the report.

Virginian­Pilot: Portsmouth Mayor James Holley, who has 
repeatedly said he would not resign to avoid a looming recall 
election, changed his response Tuesday, if ever so slightly, 
when asked if he planned to step down. "I have until Friday," 
Holley said after a closed­door meeting with other council 
members. Council members called the meeting to get the city 
attorney's opinion on the laws governing the recall process 
and the possible council appointments that could result. On 
Thursday, Circuit Judge Dean W. Sword Jr. ruled that a petition 
signed by more than 8,000 people was sufficient to force a 
recall election.

Roanoke Times: Personal information of some 2,300 Roanoke 
school employees may be at risk because hard drives were 
not removed prior to the sale of several surplus computers.

The June issue of Bytes in Brief from Sensei Enterprises is 
online

Help VCOG reach its
goal of raising $900 by

June 30. If you find
VCOG's services

valuable, now is the time
to make a donation,

become a member or
both.

FOIA how-to videos on
VCOG's YouTube Channel

Become a fan of VCOG on
Facebook.

National Stories

He has been in front of the camera a lot lately, but now the Department of Justice has 
released his mug shot. It took a Freedom of Information request from the media to finally 
see Rod Blgojevich with a number under his chin.
WQAD

For the first time, the records provide a clear public view into one of the most influential 
subcultures in Washington: lobbyists who moonlight by bundling campaign 
contributions for candidates and their political parties. The fundraising occurs even as 
the same lobbyists attempt to shape legislation to benefit their clients, including energy 
firms, insurers and other corporations with major financial stakes in the outcome of federal 
legislation.
Washington Post

First, BP had workers sign a contract banning them from speaking to media. Then, 
almost three weeks later, the company took back the clause pertaining to the media in a 
letter to oil spill workers. BP has made claims that it has not blocked media from covering 
the oil spill. But a contract that became valid May 2 suggested otherwise.
Powering a Nation

Since winning a $2 million lawsuit against the Boston Herald in 2005, Howard M. Cooper 
has represented at least five other judges who extracted corrections or apologies from 
media outlets.
Boston Globe

Congress is looking for a new way to combat animal cruelty videos in the wake of  the 
Supreme Court's recent ruling that found the current law unconstitutional.
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press

The City of West Allis, Wisc., has gone to court over its efforts to fire a veteran 
dispatcher over comments she posted on Facebook, comments she contends were 
obviously a joke. Last year, according to court records, Dana Kuchler a 21­year employee 
with the city, posted a comment on her Facebook wall that she was addicted to Vicodin, 
Adderall, quality marijuana, MD 20/20 grape and absinthe. Kuchler was already fired once 
over the Facebook post, but her union, AFSCME Local 80, filed a grievance and an 
arbitrator last month ruled the offense did not merit termination, only a 30­day unpaid 
suspension. Now the city has gone to court seeking a stay of that award. Kuchler said the 
Facebook comment, posted while she was off duty, was meant as a joke and that she 
had even included "Ha."
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

A judge has dissolved a restraining order that prohibited the Wyoming Tribune Eagle 
from publishing stories about a community college president's trip to Costa Rica. The judge 
dismissed the school's argument that it could lose federal funding if the information was 
printed.
Google News

Eight reporters attempt to quit the Internet.
Washington Post

When it comes to how a ticket in your home state affects your driver's license status in 
another state, the answer is complex and changing each year. If you want to know how 
much information follows you around, the quick answer is: yes it does, so watch your 
speed. Your unpaid speeding ticket in California, for example, will prevent you from being 
able to renew your Ohio driver's license. The more complete answer is that different 
information follows you different places in different ways. Here's how it works: There 
are three major databases that keep track of your driver's license info: the National Driver 
Register (NDR, also referred to as the Problem Driver Pointer System (PDPS)), the Driver 
License Compact (DLC) and the Non­Resident Violator Compact (NRVC). 
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Become a
VCOG member today! Editorials/Columns

 

VCOG Blog: UVA home to two open­government tempests. 

Click to view this email in a browser  

If you no longer wish to receive these emails, please reply to this message with "Unsubscribe" in the subject line or simply click on the following link: Unsubscribe 

Virginia Coalition for Open Government
P.O. Box 2576
Williamsburg, Virginia 23187

Read the VerticalResponse marketing policy.  
 

http://www.verticalresponse.com/content/pm_policy.html
http://www.verticalresponse.com/landing/?mm//c4fcfa5c1c


 

Thursday, June 3, 2010
 
State and Local stories

Times­Dispatch: U.Va. has before it separate demands for 
information ­­  a civil subpoena from the state attorney general 
and a Freedom of Information Act request from 
Greenpeace. Both resulted from the leak in November of more 
than a thousand e­mail messages hacked from the climate 
research unit of the University of East Anglia in England.

Times­Dispatch: Governor Bob McDonnell appeared to 
distance himself yesterday from Attorney General Ken 
Cuccinelli’s stance on a lawsuit brought by the father of a slain 
serviceman.

Washington Post: New VPAP maps brings powerful political 
data to the masses.

Roanoke Times: Virginia Tech will hold open forums with 
three finalists for its vice president for equity and inclusion 
job beginning next week and continuing through July 1, the 
university announced Wednesday.

Free Lance­Star: Massaponax High School begins distributing 
revamped yearbook  / "Nasty Stuff" out

Daily News Record: Criminal defense attorneys in Harrisonburg 
and Rockingham County will soon have electronic access to 
court documents from their offices. Chaz Evans­Haywood, 
clerk of the circuit court, unveiled the new software during a 
luncheon at Cally's restaurant in downtown Harrisonburg 
Wednesday. The software will allow attorneys to remotely 
access documents, such as indictments and motions. 
Currently, they must go into the courthouse and dig through a 
file to find a document, which must then be photocopied.
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National Stories

The Maryland state elections board is poised to begin regulating candidates' Facebook 
pages and Twitter accounts, a move that officials say is intended to enhance 
transparency — and help voters distinguish the real campaign messages from the fake 
ones.
Baltimore Sun

AT&T will offer unlimited data plans to new smartphone customers, who will pay based 
on what they use.
New York Times

The General Services Administration will soon distribute a free online application to make it 
easier for federal agencies to operate online competitions to get new ideas. Starting in 
July, federal agencies will be able to access GSA’s online platform sponsored by 
ChallengePost to allow them to publish their questions and problems and invite the public 
to suggest, discuss and judge solutions.
Federal Computer Week
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Times­Dispatch: Rockingham Commonwealth Attorney 
Marsha Garst says that henceforth she will seek 
subpoenas to obtain information from news outlets. 
Excellent. Imagine the trouble that might have been 
avoided if she had done that from the start.

Times­Dispatch: Cuccinelli also could have pandered to 
popular sentiment and cheap patriotism. But he has 
declined to do so, arguing ­­  correctly ­­  that a ruling 
against Phelps would set a dangerous precedent imperiling 
free expression. It would have been nice if the attorney 
general had applied similar skepticism to his own 
investigation of UVa's Michael Mann, who also attracts ire 
for his own controversial views. But half a loaf is better 
than none.

Roanoke Times: We agree with Cuccinelli's decision that 
more harm comes from curtailing the exercise of free 
speech than from listening to such bile.

Free Lance­Star: Gagging Fred Phelps and his followers­­
except within the bounds of certain content­neutral time, 
place, and manner restrictions­­would strip them of their 
First Amendment rights. Most of us, with the help of a 
couple of double­malt scotches, could probably bear that. 
But the danger in exempting some Americans from such 
constitutional protection is that the government will take 
a liking to making people shut up or else, and that it 
will then start manufacturing gags wholesale.
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Thursday, June 3, 2010
 
State and Local stories

Times­Dispatch: U.Va. has before it separate demands for 
information ­­  a civil subpoena from the state attorney general 
and a Freedom of Information Act request from 
Greenpeace. Both resulted from the leak in November of more 
than a thousand e­mail messages hacked from the climate 
research unit of the University of East Anglia in England.

Times­Dispatch: Governor Bob McDonnell appeared to 
distance himself yesterday from Attorney General Ken 
Cuccinelli’s stance on a lawsuit brought by the father of a slain 
serviceman.

Washington Post: New VPAP maps brings powerful political 
data to the masses.

Roanoke Times: Virginia Tech will hold open forums with 
three finalists for its vice president for equity and inclusion 
job beginning next week and continuing through July 1, the 
university announced Wednesday.

Free Lance­Star: Massaponax High School begins distributing 
revamped yearbook  / "Nasty Stuff" out

Daily News Record: Criminal defense attorneys in Harrisonburg 
and Rockingham County will soon have electronic access to 
court documents from their offices. Chaz Evans­Haywood, 
clerk of the circuit court, unveiled the new software during a 
luncheon at Cally's restaurant in downtown Harrisonburg 
Wednesday. The software will allow attorneys to remotely 
access documents, such as indictments and motions. 
Currently, they must go into the courthouse and dig through a 
file to find a document, which must then be photocopied.
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transparency — and help voters distinguish the real campaign messages from the fake 
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easier for federal agencies to operate online competitions to get new ideas. Starting in 
July, federal agencies will be able to access GSA’s online platform sponsored by 
ChallengePost to allow them to publish their questions and problems and invite the public 
to suggest, discuss and judge solutions.
Federal Computer Week
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Marsha Garst says that henceforth she will seek 
subpoenas to obtain information from news outlets. 
Excellent. Imagine the trouble that might have been 
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against Phelps would set a dangerous precedent imperiling 
free expression. It would have been nice if the attorney 
general had applied similar skepticism to his own 
investigation of UVa's Michael Mann, who also attracts ire 
for his own controversial views. But half a loaf is better 
than none.

Roanoke Times: We agree with Cuccinelli's decision that 
more harm comes from curtailing the exercise of free 
speech than from listening to such bile.

Free Lance­Star: Gagging Fred Phelps and his followers­­
except within the bounds of certain content­neutral time, 
place, and manner restrictions­­would strip them of their 
First Amendment rights. Most of us, with the help of a 
couple of double­malt scotches, could probably bear that. 
But the danger in exempting some Americans from such 
constitutional protection is that the government will take 
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Friday, June 4, 2010
 
State and Local stories

Times­Dispatch: The first full meeting of the Governor’s 
Commission on Government Reform and Restructuring is 
expected to run a few hours. McDonnell will address the 
commission at 1:10 p.m. The live stream will be available on 
the governor’s website: http://www.governor.virginia.gov and 
a soon­to­be launched website for the commission 
http://www.reform.virginia.gov

Daily Progress: The University of Virginia’s Miller Center of 
Public Affairs has posted an audio recording of then­
President Richard Nixon ordering his chief of staff, H.R. 
Haldeman, to have the White House’s personnel chief, Fred 
Malek, “see what we can do” about Jews in the administration. 

Virginian­Pilot: Portsmouth Mayor James Holley has until this 
afternoon to step down if he wishes to avoid the second 
recall election of his career. An election, if necessary, is 
estimated to cost up to $60,000.

Virginian­Pilot: A guidance counselor sold Oakwood Elementary 
students models of fetuses for a buck, and an administrator 
knew about the distribution of the life like figures for a month 
before the division took any action, according to a letter 
written by Principal Sheila Tillett Holas. The Pilot received a 
copy of the letter in response to a Freedom of Information Act 
request that it sent the city.

News & Advance: In a surprise decision Thursday, the 
Amherst County Board of Supervisors appointed Robert Curd as 
the District 3 supervisor to serve out the unexpired term of the 
former chairman, who quit abruptly.

Northern Virginia Daily: A former Grafton School official 
convicted of embezzling from her employer lied on a voter 
registration form in January. Debra Ann Weaver, 42, of 
Winchester, pleaded guilty in Frederick County Circuit Court on 
Thursday to committing one count of making a false 
statement on a voter registration form on Jan. 11.

Loudoun County Times: A report recently released by County 
Administrator Tim Hemstreet outlining the merits and pitfalls of 
restructuring Loudoun’s government system says supervisors 
would focus more on campaigning than work should the 
board move to staggered election terms.

Tidewater News: Murfreesboro, N.C., Town Council has moved 
to keep Internet cafes out of the city limits. Council 
members recently voted to place a moratorium on Internet 
cafes until the North Carolina General Assembly decides how to 
regulate them.

Daily Press: Police were called to a James City County Planning 
Commission meeting Wednesday night when county officials 
thought a verbal confrontation between two residents might 
erupt. No charges are expected.

Daily Press: A major cutback in travel expenses to Hampton 
City Council will restrict each council member to an annual 
allowance of $1,000 each in the next financial year. 
Information obtained under a Freedom of Information request 
reveals Councilwoman Angela Leary claimed $7,467.57 in 2009. 
She claimed $5,287.78 in travel expenses in 2006, and 
$4,692.81 in 2005.
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National Stories

Fourteen federal appellate judges spent more than two hours talking about high school 
pranks on Thursday as the 3rd Circuit sat en banc to consider a pair of cutting­edge First 
Amendment cases brought by students suspended for ridiculing their principals on 
MySpace. While the legal issues in the two cases appeared identical, the courts have so 
far reached opposite conclusions ­­  both at the trial level and on appeal. The nature of 
the cases ­­  and the ribald speech at issue ­­  made for spirited arguments. 
The Legal Intelligencer

Coast Guard officials grasped the potential threat of a catastrophic spill in the first days 
after the explosion on board the Deepwater Horizon drilling rig, estimating that 64,000 to 
110,000 barrels a day of crude oil  could possibly gush out of the well in the event of a 
complete blowout, according to Coast Guard logs.  The Coast Guard logs were provided 
to the Center for Public Integrity, a nonprofit investigative journalism organization, by 
Representative Darrell Issa  of California, the senior Republican on the House Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee.
New York Times

Unlikely allies fight for boy's right to rosary / It's a rare religious dispute that gets the 
Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights and the Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State on the same side.
Washington Times

A federal bankruptcy court in Texas became one of the first to find that individuals can be 
held liable for linking to defamatory blog posts earlier this year. The court in In re Perry 
held that an individual's e­mail opened him up to a defamation claim even though he did 
not author any of the inflammatory postings himself.
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press

Clearwater High School (Fla.) next year will replace traditional textbooks with e­
readers. The gadgets will be fully loaded with all the textbooks students need, minus all 
the paper.
St. Petersburg Times
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Augusta Free Press: The staff at the student newspaper 
at JMU seems to be trying to claim victory in its 
settlement with Harrisonburg­Rockingham Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Marsha Garst regarding a dispute over photos of 
an April riot that were seized by Garst’s office. Reality 
check – Garst got her photos. 

Virginian­Pilot: University of Virginia leaders acted 
prudently last week when they rebuffed Attorney General 
Ken Cuccinelli's demand that they turn over thousands of 
papers and e­mails related to grants awarded to an 
environmental science professor previously on the faculty.

News Leader: Virginia on right side of free speech 
debate.
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State and Local stories

Times­Dispatch: The first full meeting of the Governor’s 
Commission on Government Reform and Restructuring is 
expected to run a few hours. McDonnell will address the 
commission at 1:10 p.m. The live stream will be available on 
the governor’s website: http://www.governor.virginia.gov and 
a soon­to­be launched website for the commission 
http://www.reform.virginia.gov

Daily Progress: The University of Virginia’s Miller Center of 
Public Affairs has posted an audio recording of then­
President Richard Nixon ordering his chief of staff, H.R. 
Haldeman, to have the White House’s personnel chief, Fred 
Malek, “see what we can do” about Jews in the administration. 
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written by Principal Sheila Tillett Holas. The Pilot received a 
copy of the letter in response to a Freedom of Information Act 
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Amherst County Board of Supervisors appointed Robert Curd as 
the District 3 supervisor to serve out the unexpired term of the 
former chairman, who quit abruptly.

Northern Virginia Daily: A former Grafton School official 
convicted of embezzling from her employer lied on a voter 
registration form in January. Debra Ann Weaver, 42, of 
Winchester, pleaded guilty in Frederick County Circuit Court on 
Thursday to committing one count of making a false 
statement on a voter registration form on Jan. 11.

Loudoun County Times: A report recently released by County 
Administrator Tim Hemstreet outlining the merits and pitfalls of 
restructuring Loudoun’s government system says supervisors 
would focus more on campaigning than work should the 
board move to staggered election terms.

Tidewater News: Murfreesboro, N.C., Town Council has moved 
to keep Internet cafes out of the city limits. Council 
members recently voted to place a moratorium on Internet 
cafes until the North Carolina General Assembly decides how to 
regulate them.

Daily Press: Police were called to a James City County Planning 
Commission meeting Wednesday night when county officials 
thought a verbal confrontation between two residents might 
erupt. No charges are expected.

Daily Press: A major cutback in travel expenses to Hampton 
City Council will restrict each council member to an annual 
allowance of $1,000 each in the next financial year. 
Information obtained under a Freedom of Information request 
reveals Councilwoman Angela Leary claimed $7,467.57 in 2009. 
She claimed $5,287.78 in travel expenses in 2006, and 
$4,692.81 in 2005.
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Fourteen federal appellate judges spent more than two hours talking about high school 
pranks on Thursday as the 3rd Circuit sat en banc to consider a pair of cutting­edge First 
Amendment cases brought by students suspended for ridiculing their principals on 
MySpace. While the legal issues in the two cases appeared identical, the courts have so 
far reached opposite conclusions ­­  both at the trial level and on appeal. The nature of 
the cases ­­  and the ribald speech at issue ­­  made for spirited arguments. 
The Legal Intelligencer

Coast Guard officials grasped the potential threat of a catastrophic spill in the first days 
after the explosion on board the Deepwater Horizon drilling rig, estimating that 64,000 to 
110,000 barrels a day of crude oil  could possibly gush out of the well in the event of a 
complete blowout, according to Coast Guard logs.  The Coast Guard logs were provided 
to the Center for Public Integrity, a nonprofit investigative journalism organization, by 
Representative Darrell Issa  of California, the senior Republican on the House Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee.
New York Times

Unlikely allies fight for boy's right to rosary / It's a rare religious dispute that gets the 
Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights and the Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State on the same side.
Washington Times

A federal bankruptcy court in Texas became one of the first to find that individuals can be 
held liable for linking to defamatory blog posts earlier this year. The court in In re Perry 
held that an individual's e­mail opened him up to a defamation claim even though he did 
not author any of the inflammatory postings himself.
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press

Clearwater High School (Fla.) next year will replace traditional textbooks with e­
readers. The gadgets will be fully loaded with all the textbooks students need, minus all 
the paper.
St. Petersburg Times
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Augusta Free Press: The staff at the student newspaper 
at JMU seems to be trying to claim victory in its 
settlement with Harrisonburg­Rockingham Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Marsha Garst regarding a dispute over photos of 
an April riot that were seized by Garst’s office. Reality 
check – Garst got her photos. 

Virginian­Pilot: University of Virginia leaders acted 
prudently last week when they rebuffed Attorney General 
Ken Cuccinelli's demand that they turn over thousands of 
papers and e­mails related to grants awarded to an 
environmental science professor previously on the faculty.

News Leader: Virginia on right side of free speech 
debate.
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State and Local stories

Times­Dispatch: In addition to helping the Richmond Times­
Dispatch identify 11 cases in which judges did not follow state 
law by dismissing convictions involving GRTC Transit System 
drivers, nearly 5,000 pages of incident reports show some of 
the difficulties of driving 20­ton, 40­foot­long buses. The 
documents also show how hard it is to keep up with the safety 
records of those behind the wheel.
RTD's in­depth investigation 
Check out the database of accident reports involving GRTC 
buses
Paige Mudd column on how the reporters got this story (hint: it 
all started with a FOIA request). Eight months, $1,250.79, and 
a big box of 5,000 photocopies.  That's what it took to bring 
you the report you'll find on the GRTC Transit System and the 
safety of its buses and drivers in today's and tomorrow's 
Richmond Times­Dispatch. 

Mount Vernon Gazette: Does the Fairfax County Police 
Department have the right to withhold the name of the police 
officer who shot and killed an unarmed man on Richmond 
Highway?  That’s a question at the heart of a potential legal 
challenge now being considered by the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Virginia. Executive Director Kent Willis said an "army of 
lawyers" would be closely examining documents presented to 
the Richmond­based organization this week from a Mount 
Vernon organization known as the Citizens Coalition for Police 
Accountability. "We’ve filed these kinds of lawsuits before, and 
we’re not afraid to take chances," said Willis. "We’ll be taking a 
close look at the documents." At issue in the case is a 
Freedom of Information Act request filed by the coalition in 
May for the name of the officer who killed motorist named 
David Masters last year.

Roanoke Times: A data center that local, state and federal 
officials have worked for years to lure to Montgomery County 
would have a tremendous financial impact if the project is 
landed. The center would cost at least $150 million and employ 
at least 50 people at an average wage of $55,000 a year, 
according to documents released Friday. The Virginia Economic 
Development Partnership released parts of documents used in 
negotiations to try to bring the data center deal to closure. 
Key details were withheld, citing state Freedom of 
Information Act exemptions for government­created records 
"related to businesses that are considering locating or 
expanding in Virginia ... where competition or bargaining is 
involved and where, if such records were made public, the 
financial interest of the public body would be adversely 
affected."

News Virginian: Judge Victor V. Ludwig can only imagine what 
the judges of yesteryear think when they stare down from 
their portraits in the Augusta County Circuit Courtroom.   When 
he ascended to the circuit court bench in 2008, Ludwig 
brought with him a computer; a tool he said keeps his 
courtroom running smoothly. With it he can schedule hearings, 
instant message clerks, research the law, type notes, store 
court forms and stay one step ahead of arguing attorneys. The 
push for a more computerized court system escalated 
sharply in 2005 when the chief justice of the Virginia Supreme 
Court appointed Karl R. Hade as executive secretary.

Washington Post: Fairfax County police launched a computer 
system in January that was supposed to eliminate mountains of 
paperwork and allow officers to enter traffic tickets, arrest 
data and vital intelligence into an online system that would be 
instantly available to detectives and anyone who needed it. 
But the start has been rocky: Through mid­May, Fairfax 
officers wrote 17,600 fewer traffic tickets, saying that the 
new system is cumbersome and requires them to write 
tickets electronically and on paper.

News Leader: Blue Ridge Community College recently 
announced it will begin offering textbook rental services at the 
BRCC Bookstore this fall. Rent­A­Text will offer students a 
rental option on textbooks – savings that represent 50 percent 
or more off the price of new textbooks.

Herald Courier: Brian McCrary found the perfect venue to 
gripe about a $90 speeding ticket when he went to the Bluff 
City Police Department’s website, saw that its domain name 
was about to expire, and bought it right out from under the 
city’s nose. 
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The Connecticut Freedom of Information Commission on Friday heard arguments in a case 
that could expand the type of medical information released to the public. A hearing 
officer for the FOI commission heard arguments from lawyers for Greenwich Time that 
medical records and other data gathered by the state during an investigation of a 
Greenwich doctor who inseminated a woman with the wrong man's sperm should be made 
public.
Greenwich Time

The William J. Clinton Presidential Library & Museum posted online Friday some of the long­
awaited documents related to Elena Kagan's work in the White House in the 1990s. 
Archive officials plan to post more on a rolling basis ahead of Kagan's confirmation hearing 
for the Supreme Court.
National Law Journal

The Fayetteville (NC) Observer was denied access to a soldier's arraignment Wednesday 
on Fort Bragg because a reporter refused to sign military ground rules that legal experts 
say appear to violate the First Amendment. The rule contested by the Observer required 
media outlets to agree not to name any victims in the case of Spc. Aaron Pernell as a 
condition of entry to his arraignment.
Fayetteville Observer

A Cook County (Ill.) Judge demands $7 million from Fox Television, claiming it defamed him 
by reporting that he was at home on a weekday afternoon. Judge James Ryan claims 
Fox TV broadcast film of a car in the driveway of a house, claiming they were his ­ but it 
wasn't his car and it wasn't his house. Ryan claims Fox admitted that the next day, 
saying, "Our bad."
Courthouse News Service

Civil rights groups sued the U.S. government Thursday to try to force it to reveal more 
about the surveillance of Americans' international e­mails and telephone calls. The suit 
seeks a court order requiring the government to immediately process requests for 
information made by the civil rights groups about six months ago.
New York Times
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Daily Progress: We just want to know why. It’s such a 
simple thing to ask, really. A court sealed search warrant 
records in the controversial investigation into the death of 
University of Virginia lacrosse player Yeardley Love. 
Charged with murder is ex­boyfriend and men’s lacrosse 
player George Huguely. Records such as search warrants 
are public documents that are constitutionally required to 
be open to the public. There are, however, certain 
exceptions specified by law. We just want to know which 
exception was invoked in this case.

Daily Press: Phelps' funeral protests are despicable, but 
Cuccinelli is right not to join the case.

Roanoke Times: The University of Virginia took center 
stage in the "Climategate" debate last month when state 
Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli hit it with a civil subpoena 
for information about climate scientist Michael Mann's 
global warming research. Meanwhile, Greenpeace had filed 
a Freedom of Information request with the university in 
December, a month after emails hacked from a climate 
research center in England ignited the controversy. Some 
of the e­mails involve Mann. Greenpeace wants 
information about two other former UVa professors, both 
skeptics of Mann's conclusions. Now conservatives 
unhappy with UVa's legal challenge to Cuccinelli's 
subpoena are crying foul because the university hasn't 
challenged the Greenpeace request. The critics are all 
wet.

Ronaoke Times: To call Christiansburg Town Council's 
performance at its meeting on Tuesday "amateurish" would 
be generous, but it will have to do. Other adjectives, far 
less kind, come to mind. Normally, when the mayor has to 
restrain a council member who is getting belligerent with a 
citizen, it would be the top news from a meeting. 
Councilman Mike Barber angrily went off on citizens not 
once but twice. The second time Mayor Richard Ballengee 
had to lay a hand on his arm and tell him, "No, no, no, no, 
no." This meeting was not normal, though. Barber's temper 
took a back seat to legislative shenanigans surrounding 
the attempted passage of the town budget and tax and 
fee increases.

Christian Trejbal: Too many public officials forget the 
public. They embrace secrecy, grow arrogant or lack 
integrity. Journalists hate to work with them, and citizens 
have little chance of getting help from them. Then there 
are public officials like Montgomery County Registrar Randy 
Wertz. He cares passionately about elections. He quickly 
answers questions and delivers public records. He wants 
to serve the public. I have enjoyed many conversations 
with him about the nuances of election law. All of which 
makes writing the rest of this column difficult. I will 
probably lose, if not a friend, at least a friendly 
relationship with someone I respect. I no longer have faith 
in Wertz's office. He, his staff and the the three­member 
county electoral board, which is ultimately responsible for 
the integrity of elections and hiring the registrar, have 
made too many mistakes.

Ronaoke Times "short takes," include the live broadcast 
of the governor's reform commission and The Breeze 
settlement.

News & Advance: Josef Stalin was not a nice man. And 
that’s putting it mildly. But there’s one thing that can’t be 
ignored, and that’s the fact that, were it not for Stalin 
and the punishing attacks the Red Army inflicted on Nazi 
Germany during World War II, Hitler may very well have 
conquered the world. The bust of Stalin that’s now on 
display at the D­Day memorial is not in any way 
whatsoever honoring the man. It is, rather, recognizing 
the historical fact that he played a pivotal role in one of 
history’s most important events, events that shaped the 
world we live in today.
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State and Local stories

Times­Dispatch: In addition to helping the Richmond Times­
Dispatch identify 11 cases in which judges did not follow state 
law by dismissing convictions involving GRTC Transit System 
drivers, nearly 5,000 pages of incident reports show some of 
the difficulties of driving 20­ton, 40­foot­long buses. The 
documents also show how hard it is to keep up with the safety 
records of those behind the wheel.
RTD's in­depth investigation 
Check out the database of accident reports involving GRTC 
buses
Paige Mudd column on how the reporters got this story (hint: it 
all started with a FOIA request). Eight months, $1,250.79, and 
a big box of 5,000 photocopies.  That's what it took to bring 
you the report you'll find on the GRTC Transit System and the 
safety of its buses and drivers in today's and tomorrow's 
Richmond Times­Dispatch. 

Mount Vernon Gazette: Does the Fairfax County Police 
Department have the right to withhold the name of the police 
officer who shot and killed an unarmed man on Richmond 
Highway?  That’s a question at the heart of a potential legal 
challenge now being considered by the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Virginia. Executive Director Kent Willis said an "army of 
lawyers" would be closely examining documents presented to 
the Richmond­based organization this week from a Mount 
Vernon organization known as the Citizens Coalition for Police 
Accountability. "We’ve filed these kinds of lawsuits before, and 
we’re not afraid to take chances," said Willis. "We’ll be taking a 
close look at the documents." At issue in the case is a 
Freedom of Information Act request filed by the coalition in 
May for the name of the officer who killed motorist named 
David Masters last year.

Roanoke Times: A data center that local, state and federal 
officials have worked for years to lure to Montgomery County 
would have a tremendous financial impact if the project is 
landed. The center would cost at least $150 million and employ 
at least 50 people at an average wage of $55,000 a year, 
according to documents released Friday. The Virginia Economic 
Development Partnership released parts of documents used in 
negotiations to try to bring the data center deal to closure. 
Key details were withheld, citing state Freedom of 
Information Act exemptions for government­created records 
"related to businesses that are considering locating or 
expanding in Virginia ... where competition or bargaining is 
involved and where, if such records were made public, the 
financial interest of the public body would be adversely 
affected."

News Virginian: Judge Victor V. Ludwig can only imagine what 
the judges of yesteryear think when they stare down from 
their portraits in the Augusta County Circuit Courtroom.   When 
he ascended to the circuit court bench in 2008, Ludwig 
brought with him a computer; a tool he said keeps his 
courtroom running smoothly. With it he can schedule hearings, 
instant message clerks, research the law, type notes, store 
court forms and stay one step ahead of arguing attorneys. The 
push for a more computerized court system escalated 
sharply in 2005 when the chief justice of the Virginia Supreme 
Court appointed Karl R. Hade as executive secretary.

Washington Post: Fairfax County police launched a computer 
system in January that was supposed to eliminate mountains of 
paperwork and allow officers to enter traffic tickets, arrest 
data and vital intelligence into an online system that would be 
instantly available to detectives and anyone who needed it. 
But the start has been rocky: Through mid­May, Fairfax 
officers wrote 17,600 fewer traffic tickets, saying that the 
new system is cumbersome and requires them to write 
tickets electronically and on paper.

News Leader: Blue Ridge Community College recently 
announced it will begin offering textbook rental services at the 
BRCC Bookstore this fall. Rent­A­Text will offer students a 
rental option on textbooks – savings that represent 50 percent 
or more off the price of new textbooks.

Herald Courier: Brian McCrary found the perfect venue to 
gripe about a $90 speeding ticket when he went to the Bluff 
City Police Department’s website, saw that its domain name 
was about to expire, and bought it right out from under the 
city’s nose. 
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National Stories

The Connecticut Freedom of Information Commission on Friday heard arguments in a case 
that could expand the type of medical information released to the public. A hearing 
officer for the FOI commission heard arguments from lawyers for Greenwich Time that 
medical records and other data gathered by the state during an investigation of a 
Greenwich doctor who inseminated a woman with the wrong man's sperm should be made 
public.
Greenwich Time

The William J. Clinton Presidential Library & Museum posted online Friday some of the long­
awaited documents related to Elena Kagan's work in the White House in the 1990s. 
Archive officials plan to post more on a rolling basis ahead of Kagan's confirmation hearing 
for the Supreme Court.
National Law Journal

The Fayetteville (NC) Observer was denied access to a soldier's arraignment Wednesday 
on Fort Bragg because a reporter refused to sign military ground rules that legal experts 
say appear to violate the First Amendment. The rule contested by the Observer required 
media outlets to agree not to name any victims in the case of Spc. Aaron Pernell as a 
condition of entry to his arraignment.
Fayetteville Observer

A Cook County (Ill.) Judge demands $7 million from Fox Television, claiming it defamed him 
by reporting that he was at home on a weekday afternoon. Judge James Ryan claims 
Fox TV broadcast film of a car in the driveway of a house, claiming they were his ­ but it 
wasn't his car and it wasn't his house. Ryan claims Fox admitted that the next day, 
saying, "Our bad."
Courthouse News Service

Civil rights groups sued the U.S. government Thursday to try to force it to reveal more 
about the surveillance of Americans' international e­mails and telephone calls. The suit 
seeks a court order requiring the government to immediately process requests for 
information made by the civil rights groups about six months ago.
New York Times
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Daily Progress: We just want to know why. It’s such a 
simple thing to ask, really. A court sealed search warrant 
records in the controversial investigation into the death of 
University of Virginia lacrosse player Yeardley Love. 
Charged with murder is ex­boyfriend and men’s lacrosse 
player George Huguely. Records such as search warrants 
are public documents that are constitutionally required to 
be open to the public. There are, however, certain 
exceptions specified by law. We just want to know which 
exception was invoked in this case.

Daily Press: Phelps' funeral protests are despicable, but 
Cuccinelli is right not to join the case.

Roanoke Times: The University of Virginia took center 
stage in the "Climategate" debate last month when state 
Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli hit it with a civil subpoena 
for information about climate scientist Michael Mann's 
global warming research. Meanwhile, Greenpeace had filed 
a Freedom of Information request with the university in 
December, a month after emails hacked from a climate 
research center in England ignited the controversy. Some 
of the e­mails involve Mann. Greenpeace wants 
information about two other former UVa professors, both 
skeptics of Mann's conclusions. Now conservatives 
unhappy with UVa's legal challenge to Cuccinelli's 
subpoena are crying foul because the university hasn't 
challenged the Greenpeace request. The critics are all 
wet.

Ronaoke Times: To call Christiansburg Town Council's 
performance at its meeting on Tuesday "amateurish" would 
be generous, but it will have to do. Other adjectives, far 
less kind, come to mind. Normally, when the mayor has to 
restrain a council member who is getting belligerent with a 
citizen, it would be the top news from a meeting. 
Councilman Mike Barber angrily went off on citizens not 
once but twice. The second time Mayor Richard Ballengee 
had to lay a hand on his arm and tell him, "No, no, no, no, 
no." This meeting was not normal, though. Barber's temper 
took a back seat to legislative shenanigans surrounding 
the attempted passage of the town budget and tax and 
fee increases.

Christian Trejbal: Too many public officials forget the 
public. They embrace secrecy, grow arrogant or lack 
integrity. Journalists hate to work with them, and citizens 
have little chance of getting help from them. Then there 
are public officials like Montgomery County Registrar Randy 
Wertz. He cares passionately about elections. He quickly 
answers questions and delivers public records. He wants 
to serve the public. I have enjoyed many conversations 
with him about the nuances of election law. All of which 
makes writing the rest of this column difficult. I will 
probably lose, if not a friend, at least a friendly 
relationship with someone I respect. I no longer have faith 
in Wertz's office. He, his staff and the the three­member 
county electoral board, which is ultimately responsible for 
the integrity of elections and hiring the registrar, have 
made too many mistakes.

Ronaoke Times "short takes," include the live broadcast 
of the governor's reform commission and The Breeze 
settlement.

News & Advance: Josef Stalin was not a nice man. And 
that’s putting it mildly. But there’s one thing that can’t be 
ignored, and that’s the fact that, were it not for Stalin 
and the punishing attacks the Red Army inflicted on Nazi 
Germany during World War II, Hitler may very well have 
conquered the world. The bust of Stalin that’s now on 
display at the D­Day memorial is not in any way 
whatsoever honoring the man. It is, rather, recognizing 
the historical fact that he played a pivotal role in one of 
history’s most important events, events that shaped the 
world we live in today.
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Monday, June 7, 2010
 
State and Local stories

Times­Dispatch: In addition to helping the Richmond Times­
Dispatch identify 11 cases in which judges did not follow state 
law by dismissing convictions involving GRTC Transit System 
drivers, nearly 5,000 pages of incident reports show some of 
the difficulties of driving 20­ton, 40­foot­long buses. The 
documents also show how hard it is to keep up with the safety 
records of those behind the wheel.
RTD's in­depth investigation 
Check out the database of accident reports involving GRTC 
buses
Paige Mudd column on how the reporters got this story (hint: it 
all started with a FOIA request). Eight months, $1,250.79, and 
a big box of 5,000 photocopies.  That's what it took to bring 
you the report you'll find on the GRTC Transit System and the 
safety of its buses and drivers in today's and tomorrow's 
Richmond Times­Dispatch. 

Mount Vernon Gazette: Does the Fairfax County Police 
Department have the right to withhold the name of the police 
officer who shot and killed an unarmed man on Richmond 
Highway?  That’s a question at the heart of a potential legal 
challenge now being considered by the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Virginia. Executive Director Kent Willis said an "army of 
lawyers" would be closely examining documents presented to 
the Richmond­based organization this week from a Mount 
Vernon organization known as the Citizens Coalition for Police 
Accountability. "We’ve filed these kinds of lawsuits before, and 
we’re not afraid to take chances," said Willis. "We’ll be taking a 
close look at the documents." At issue in the case is a 
Freedom of Information Act request filed by the coalition in 
May for the name of the officer who killed motorist named 
David Masters last year.

Roanoke Times: A data center that local, state and federal 
officials have worked for years to lure to Montgomery County 
would have a tremendous financial impact if the project is 
landed. The center would cost at least $150 million and employ 
at least 50 people at an average wage of $55,000 a year, 
according to documents released Friday. The Virginia Economic 
Development Partnership released parts of documents used in 
negotiations to try to bring the data center deal to closure. 
Key details were withheld, citing state Freedom of 
Information Act exemptions for government­created records 
"related to businesses that are considering locating or 
expanding in Virginia ... where competition or bargaining is 
involved and where, if such records were made public, the 
financial interest of the public body would be adversely 
affected."

News Virginian: Judge Victor V. Ludwig can only imagine what 
the judges of yesteryear think when they stare down from 
their portraits in the Augusta County Circuit Courtroom.   When 
he ascended to the circuit court bench in 2008, Ludwig 
brought with him a computer; a tool he said keeps his 
courtroom running smoothly. With it he can schedule hearings, 
instant message clerks, research the law, type notes, store 
court forms and stay one step ahead of arguing attorneys. The 
push for a more computerized court system escalated 
sharply in 2005 when the chief justice of the Virginia Supreme 
Court appointed Karl R. Hade as executive secretary.

Washington Post: Fairfax County police launched a computer 
system in January that was supposed to eliminate mountains of 
paperwork and allow officers to enter traffic tickets, arrest 
data and vital intelligence into an online system that would be 
instantly available to detectives and anyone who needed it. 
But the start has been rocky: Through mid­May, Fairfax 
officers wrote 17,600 fewer traffic tickets, saying that the 
new system is cumbersome and requires them to write 
tickets electronically and on paper.

News Leader: Blue Ridge Community College recently 
announced it will begin offering textbook rental services at the 
BRCC Bookstore this fall. Rent­A­Text will offer students a 
rental option on textbooks – savings that represent 50 percent 
or more off the price of new textbooks.

Herald Courier: Brian McCrary found the perfect venue to 
gripe about a $90 speeding ticket when he went to the Bluff 
City Police Department’s website, saw that its domain name 
was about to expire, and bought it right out from under the 
city’s nose. 
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National Stories

The Connecticut Freedom of Information Commission on Friday heard arguments in a case 
that could expand the type of medical information released to the public. A hearing 
officer for the FOI commission heard arguments from lawyers for Greenwich Time that 
medical records and other data gathered by the state during an investigation of a 
Greenwich doctor who inseminated a woman with the wrong man's sperm should be made 
public.
Greenwich Time

The William J. Clinton Presidential Library & Museum posted online Friday some of the long­
awaited documents related to Elena Kagan's work in the White House in the 1990s. 
Archive officials plan to post more on a rolling basis ahead of Kagan's confirmation hearing 
for the Supreme Court.
National Law Journal

The Fayetteville (NC) Observer was denied access to a soldier's arraignment Wednesday 
on Fort Bragg because a reporter refused to sign military ground rules that legal experts 
say appear to violate the First Amendment. The rule contested by the Observer required 
media outlets to agree not to name any victims in the case of Spc. Aaron Pernell as a 
condition of entry to his arraignment.
Fayetteville Observer

A Cook County (Ill.) Judge demands $7 million from Fox Television, claiming it defamed him 
by reporting that he was at home on a weekday afternoon. Judge James Ryan claims 
Fox TV broadcast film of a car in the driveway of a house, claiming they were his ­ but it 
wasn't his car and it wasn't his house. Ryan claims Fox admitted that the next day, 
saying, "Our bad."
Courthouse News Service

Civil rights groups sued the U.S. government Thursday to try to force it to reveal more 
about the surveillance of Americans' international e­mails and telephone calls. The suit 
seeks a court order requiring the government to immediately process requests for 
information made by the civil rights groups about six months ago.
New York Times
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Daily Progress: We just want to know why. It’s such a 
simple thing to ask, really. A court sealed search warrant 
records in the controversial investigation into the death of 
University of Virginia lacrosse player Yeardley Love. 
Charged with murder is ex­boyfriend and men’s lacrosse 
player George Huguely. Records such as search warrants 
are public documents that are constitutionally required to 
be open to the public. There are, however, certain 
exceptions specified by law. We just want to know which 
exception was invoked in this case.

Daily Press: Phelps' funeral protests are despicable, but 
Cuccinelli is right not to join the case.

Roanoke Times: The University of Virginia took center 
stage in the "Climategate" debate last month when state 
Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli hit it with a civil subpoena 
for information about climate scientist Michael Mann's 
global warming research. Meanwhile, Greenpeace had filed 
a Freedom of Information request with the university in 
December, a month after emails hacked from a climate 
research center in England ignited the controversy. Some 
of the e­mails involve Mann. Greenpeace wants 
information about two other former UVa professors, both 
skeptics of Mann's conclusions. Now conservatives 
unhappy with UVa's legal challenge to Cuccinelli's 
subpoena are crying foul because the university hasn't 
challenged the Greenpeace request. The critics are all 
wet.

Ronaoke Times: To call Christiansburg Town Council's 
performance at its meeting on Tuesday "amateurish" would 
be generous, but it will have to do. Other adjectives, far 
less kind, come to mind. Normally, when the mayor has to 
restrain a council member who is getting belligerent with a 
citizen, it would be the top news from a meeting. 
Councilman Mike Barber angrily went off on citizens not 
once but twice. The second time Mayor Richard Ballengee 
had to lay a hand on his arm and tell him, "No, no, no, no, 
no." This meeting was not normal, though. Barber's temper 
took a back seat to legislative shenanigans surrounding 
the attempted passage of the town budget and tax and 
fee increases.

Christian Trejbal: Too many public officials forget the 
public. They embrace secrecy, grow arrogant or lack 
integrity. Journalists hate to work with them, and citizens 
have little chance of getting help from them. Then there 
are public officials like Montgomery County Registrar Randy 
Wertz. He cares passionately about elections. He quickly 
answers questions and delivers public records. He wants 
to serve the public. I have enjoyed many conversations 
with him about the nuances of election law. All of which 
makes writing the rest of this column difficult. I will 
probably lose, if not a friend, at least a friendly 
relationship with someone I respect. I no longer have faith 
in Wertz's office. He, his staff and the the three­member 
county electoral board, which is ultimately responsible for 
the integrity of elections and hiring the registrar, have 
made too many mistakes.

Ronaoke Times "short takes," include the live broadcast 
of the governor's reform commission and The Breeze 
settlement.

News & Advance: Josef Stalin was not a nice man. And 
that’s putting it mildly. But there’s one thing that can’t be 
ignored, and that’s the fact that, were it not for Stalin 
and the punishing attacks the Red Army inflicted on Nazi 
Germany during World War II, Hitler may very well have 
conquered the world. The bust of Stalin that’s now on 
display at the D­Day memorial is not in any way 
whatsoever honoring the man. It is, rather, recognizing 
the historical fact that he played a pivotal role in one of 
history’s most important events, events that shaped the 
world we live in today.
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Tuesday, June 8, 2010
 
State and Local stories

VCOG Blog: meeting agenda materials on iPads may be cool, 
but they make me nervous.

Washington Post: Five Republican primaries beckon Virginia 
voters.

Washington Post: More than 1,000 people have signed up to 
listen in to a webcast hosted next week by Attorney 
General Ken Cuccinelli (R) to talk about his lawsuit against 
the federal health­care law, Cuccinelli political director Noah 
Wall said today.

Virginian­Pilot: Judge sets July 13 date for Holley recall 
election.

Roanoke Times: The son of an auction winner tipped off 
Roanoke school officials that several surplus computers had 
been sold with hard drives containing employees' Social 
Security numbers still intact.

Daily Progress: Charlottesville’s fire chief, Charles Werner, is 
helping to push for better computer­based maps for 
emergency services. Werner said that the best data is 
usually kept at the local level — no one has a better incentive 
than the taxman, for example, to know exactly where all the 
buildings in the county are.
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VCOG's services
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to make a donation,
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National Stories

A newly proposed bill in Rhode Island would reduce the waiting period for most records 
requests from 10 to 7 days, require the police to provide arrest information within 24 hours 
of a request and clarify that narrative police arrest reports are public documents. The 
state police have opposed the bill, saying it is hard enough to comply with the current 10­
day window for most records requests.
Providence Journal

Connecticut’s attorney general is asking Google Inc. whether it collected personal 
information sent over wireless networks in the state, as a growing privacy controversy 
involving the Internet giant continues to ripple around the world.
Wall Street Journal

Federal officials have arrested an Army intelligence analyst who boasted of giving 
classified U.S. combat video and hundreds of thousands of classified State Department 
records to whistleblower site Wikileaks, Wired.com has learned.
Wired

Critics say the Obama administration’s criteria for computerizing medical records are too 
strict and ambitious.
New York Times

Newly introduced legislation would require prepaid cell phone purchasers to present 
identification and cell phone companies to keep that information on file for 18 months after 
the phone's deactivation. Currently, prepaid cell phones don't require a contract, credit 
check or identification to purchase them — making them one of the last remaining 
anonymous communication tools.
Government Technology

More than a year after the CIA's inspector general stepped down, frustrated members of 
Congress are urging the White House to fill the internal watchdog position that was 
central in uncovering abuses inside the spy agency.
Fox News

come a
VCOG member today!

Editorials/Columns
 

Times­Dispatch: Thanks to the Freedom of Information 
Act and yeoman efforts by this newspaper ­­  efforts that 
only a newspaper has the resources to undertake; 
you won't read a similar in­depth report, the result of 
months of exhaustive effort, on a blog ­­  Central 
Virginians know GRTC has some work to do improving its 
safety measures. They also know GRTC is taking steps in 
the right direction.

Daily Press: It makes no sense that in Virginia, sheriffs 
are still elected. Two developments, involving two local 
sheriffs — one positive, one hardly so — illustrate the 
limitations of this arrangement.

Washington Examiner: At a time when the United States is 
starved for genuine bipartisanship in Congress, the 
Earmark Transparency Act (ETA) of 2010 should be as 
welcome as a bottle of spring water to a man lost in the 
desert.
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General Ken Cuccinelli (R) to talk about his lawsuit against 
the federal health­care law, Cuccinelli political director Noah 
Wall said today.
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been sold with hard drives containing employees' Social 
Security numbers still intact.

Daily Progress: Charlottesville’s fire chief, Charles Werner, is 
helping to push for better computer­based maps for 
emergency services. Werner said that the best data is 
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requests from 10 to 7 days, require the police to provide arrest information within 24 hours 
of a request and clarify that narrative police arrest reports are public documents. The 
state police have opposed the bill, saying it is hard enough to comply with the current 10­
day window for most records requests.
Providence Journal

Connecticut’s attorney general is asking Google Inc. whether it collected personal 
information sent over wireless networks in the state, as a growing privacy controversy 
involving the Internet giant continues to ripple around the world.
Wall Street Journal

Federal officials have arrested an Army intelligence analyst who boasted of giving 
classified U.S. combat video and hundreds of thousands of classified State Department 
records to whistleblower site Wikileaks, Wired.com has learned.
Wired

Critics say the Obama administration’s criteria for computerizing medical records are too 
strict and ambitious.
New York Times

Newly introduced legislation would require prepaid cell phone purchasers to present 
identification and cell phone companies to keep that information on file for 18 months after 
the phone's deactivation. Currently, prepaid cell phones don't require a contract, credit 
check or identification to purchase them — making them one of the last remaining 
anonymous communication tools.
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More than a year after the CIA's inspector general stepped down, frustrated members of 
Congress are urging the White House to fill the internal watchdog position that was 
central in uncovering abuses inside the spy agency.
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Times­Dispatch: Thanks to the Freedom of Information 
Act and yeoman efforts by this newspaper ­­  efforts that 
only a newspaper has the resources to undertake; 
you won't read a similar in­depth report, the result of 
months of exhaustive effort, on a blog ­­  Central 
Virginians know GRTC has some work to do improving its 
safety measures. They also know GRTC is taking steps in 
the right direction.

Daily Press: It makes no sense that in Virginia, sheriffs 
are still elected. Two developments, involving two local 
sheriffs — one positive, one hardly so — illustrate the 
limitations of this arrangement.

Washington Examiner: At a time when the United States is 
starved for genuine bipartisanship in Congress, the 
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Wednesday, June 9, 2010
 
State and Local stories

Times­Dispatch: Contradicting the anti­politician mood in 
the nation, the only two elected officials on the ballots won 
Republican congressional nominations yesterday in Virginia's 
lightly attended primary elections.

Free Lance­Star: GOP's primary draws few voters  / Polls are 
quiet in Republican primary.

Daily Progress: Orders sealing search warrant records in 
connection with the death of University of Virginia student 
Yeardley Love were unsealed Tuesday, although three of them 
had information redacted first. Roman Lifson, an attorney 
representing the media outlets, said in court that he had 
concerns over what information was being redacted, but 
viewing the redacted orders was better than having 
nothing at all. Requests to seal cited ongoing investigations 
and pretrial publicity, and were signed by Commonwealth 
Attorney Dave Chapman.

News Virginian: The Augusta County School Board has denied 
state Del. Dickie Bell’s request for 15 days of paid civic leave 
next school year from his job as a special education teacher. 
Bell said he needed the leave to do legislative work outside the 
General Assembly session.

Washington Post: A proposal for privatizing state­run liquor 
stores, the signature initiative of Gov. Bob McDonnell's new 
government reform commission, will be drawn up not by the 
commission but by a separate workgroup meeting behind 
closed doors­­to the concern of at least one member of the 
commission.

WSLS: U.Va. has before it separate demands for 
information—a civil subpoena from the state attorney general 
and a Freedom of Information Act request from Greenpeace. 
Both resulted from the leak in November of more than a 
thousand e­mail messages hacked from the climate research 
unit of the University of East Anglia in England.

News Hour: Does the Internet Help or Hurt Democracy?
Those questions were at the heart of a recent debate 
presented by the University of Virginia's Miller Center.

Formal requests for federal data and information dropped by 
more than 47,000 in fiscal 2009 compared with the previous 
year, a drop the Obama administration ties to its decision to 
post more government data online.
Washington Post

Good thing DC Mayor Adrian Fenty has never given a speech 
about transparency and/or accountability in front of a roomful 
of reporters and government watchdogs. Then he may have 
heard some really sustained boos. The average number of 
Freedom of Information Act requests wholly denied by the city 
has quadrupled under Fenty, while the average number of 
requests has stayed constant to previous administrations.
Washington City Paper
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National Stories

Group seeking signers for letter in support of Earmark Transparency Act.
VCOG

Lawyers for Chevron and two of its attorneys pleaded with a federal appellate panel 
Tuesday to clear the way for a judge­ordered release of outtakes from "Crude," a 
documentary on a hard­fought legal battle involving environmental pollution in Ecuador. 
Arguing that the footage is critical to the defense of a massive environmental lawsuit, 
criminal charges against two Chevron attorneys who work in Ecuador and also an 
international arbitration, Chevron's lawyers asked the 2nd Circuit to immediately uphold the 
order.
New York Law Journal

Watchdog reporting is at an alarming low at many federal agencies and departments 
whose actions have a huge impact on the lives of American citizens.
American Journalism Review

California Voters Back Election Overhaul / The proposal will establish an open primary 
with the top two vote­getters going to the general election. 
New York Times

The Internet has become the great political equalizer, giving life this year to insurgent 
candidates who would never have been able to break through the near­complete control 
that political parties used to exercise over their nominations.
Washington Times

CaliforniaChoices.org, created by scholars at Stanford and UC Berkeley, aggregates 
information, endorsements, news and resources on how the state operates. Encouraging 
reform is a major goal. The idea is to make people more aware of how legislation, ballot 
initiatives and the process of governing affect their lives.
Los Angeles Times

In attempt to control what information people get about its oil spill, BP buys the top 
Google ad result. The company claims in the result copy that it is "helping."
CNET News

Agents on Wednesday will release dozens of interviews conducted during the 
investigation of sexual assault allegations against star professional quarterback Ben 
Roethlisberger.
CNN

U.S. State Department and embassy officials around the world are waiting anxiously as 
investigators scramble to determine if an Army analyst gave 260,000 classified 
diplomatic cables to Wikileaks.
Wired

Internet companies, advertisers blast Boucher's online privacy bill
Politico

N.C. Attorney General Roy Cooper has joined his counterparts from 47 other states and 
the District of Columbia in support of a lawsuit against a Kansas church whose members 
picket military funerals.
Raleigh News & Observer
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Virginian­Pilot: Regrettably, Portsmouth Mayor James 
Holley doesn't seem ready to accept that it's time to turn 
over the reins to a new generation. A recall will cost city 
taxpayers $50,000 to $60,000. What it will cost his 
legacy can't be measured in dollars and cents.

Ken Paulson: The myth of 'media bias'
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the nation, the only two elected officials on the ballots won 
Republican congressional nominations yesterday in Virginia's 
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Free Lance­Star: GOP's primary draws few voters  / Polls are 
quiet in Republican primary.

Daily Progress: Orders sealing search warrant records in 
connection with the death of University of Virginia student 
Yeardley Love were unsealed Tuesday, although three of them 
had information redacted first. Roman Lifson, an attorney 
representing the media outlets, said in court that he had 
concerns over what information was being redacted, but 
viewing the redacted orders was better than having 
nothing at all. Requests to seal cited ongoing investigations 
and pretrial publicity, and were signed by Commonwealth 
Attorney Dave Chapman.

News Virginian: The Augusta County School Board has denied 
state Del. Dickie Bell’s request for 15 days of paid civic leave 
next school year from his job as a special education teacher. 
Bell said he needed the leave to do legislative work outside the 
General Assembly session.

Washington Post: A proposal for privatizing state­run liquor 
stores, the signature initiative of Gov. Bob McDonnell's new 
government reform commission, will be drawn up not by the 
commission but by a separate workgroup meeting behind 
closed doors­­to the concern of at least one member of the 
commission.

WSLS: U.Va. has before it separate demands for 
information—a civil subpoena from the state attorney general 
and a Freedom of Information Act request from Greenpeace. 
Both resulted from the leak in November of more than a 
thousand e­mail messages hacked from the climate research 
unit of the University of East Anglia in England.

News Hour: Does the Internet Help or Hurt Democracy?
Those questions were at the heart of a recent debate 
presented by the University of Virginia's Miller Center.

Formal requests for federal data and information dropped by 
more than 47,000 in fiscal 2009 compared with the previous 
year, a drop the Obama administration ties to its decision to 
post more government data online.
Washington Post

Good thing DC Mayor Adrian Fenty has never given a speech 
about transparency and/or accountability in front of a roomful 
of reporters and government watchdogs. Then he may have 
heard some really sustained boos. The average number of 
Freedom of Information Act requests wholly denied by the city 
has quadrupled under Fenty, while the average number of 
requests has stayed constant to previous administrations.
Washington City Paper

Help VCOG reach its
goal of raising $900 by

June 30. If you find
VCOG's services

valuable, now is the time
to make a donation,

become a member or
both.

FOIA how-to videos on
VCOG's YouTube Channel

Become a fan of VCOG on
Facebook.

National Stories

Group seeking signers for letter in support of Earmark Transparency Act.
VCOG

Lawyers for Chevron and two of its attorneys pleaded with a federal appellate panel 
Tuesday to clear the way for a judge­ordered release of outtakes from "Crude," a 
documentary on a hard­fought legal battle involving environmental pollution in Ecuador. 
Arguing that the footage is critical to the defense of a massive environmental lawsuit, 
criminal charges against two Chevron attorneys who work in Ecuador and also an 
international arbitration, Chevron's lawyers asked the 2nd Circuit to immediately uphold the 
order.
New York Law Journal

Watchdog reporting is at an alarming low at many federal agencies and departments 
whose actions have a huge impact on the lives of American citizens.
American Journalism Review

California Voters Back Election Overhaul / The proposal will establish an open primary 
with the top two vote­getters going to the general election. 
New York Times

The Internet has become the great political equalizer, giving life this year to insurgent 
candidates who would never have been able to break through the near­complete control 
that political parties used to exercise over their nominations.
Washington Times

CaliforniaChoices.org, created by scholars at Stanford and UC Berkeley, aggregates 
information, endorsements, news and resources on how the state operates. Encouraging 
reform is a major goal. The idea is to make people more aware of how legislation, ballot 
initiatives and the process of governing affect their lives.
Los Angeles Times

In attempt to control what information people get about its oil spill, BP buys the top 
Google ad result. The company claims in the result copy that it is "helping."
CNET News

Agents on Wednesday will release dozens of interviews conducted during the 
investigation of sexual assault allegations against star professional quarterback Ben 
Roethlisberger.
CNN

U.S. State Department and embassy officials around the world are waiting anxiously as 
investigators scramble to determine if an Army analyst gave 260,000 classified 
diplomatic cables to Wikileaks.
Wired

Internet companies, advertisers blast Boucher's online privacy bill
Politico

N.C. Attorney General Roy Cooper has joined his counterparts from 47 other states and 
the District of Columbia in support of a lawsuit against a Kansas church whose members 
picket military funerals.
Raleigh News & Observer
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Virginian­Pilot: Regrettably, Portsmouth Mayor James 
Holley doesn't seem ready to accept that it's time to turn 
over the reins to a new generation. A recall will cost city 
taxpayers $50,000 to $60,000. What it will cost his 
legacy can't be measured in dollars and cents.

Ken Paulson: The myth of 'media bias'
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Thursday, June 10, 2010

State and Local stories
VCOG: The first of 13 videos taken of VCOG's presentation of
Access Across America. The first 6 parts are online, the
next 7 will be uploaded shortly. This and all videos can be
found on VCOG's YouTube channel.

Washington Post: A few days ago, Post reporter Tom Jackman
filed a story about how Fairfax police have so far written
17,600 fewer traffic tickets this year than last, a drop that's
being attributed to several factors but largely to a new and --
police say, cumbersome -- computerized ticket system. Part of
the issue, police say, is that their patrol cars are not equipped
with bar code scanners and printers that would speed the
ticket-writing process. Should Gov. Bob McDonnell's
government reform commission take up the issue? That's a
proposal from Del. Scott Surovell (D-Fairfax).

Daily Press: In the wake of a recent fracas between two
residents at a Planning Commission meeting, James City
County Board of Supervisors Chairman Jim Kennedy would
like to remind folks that comment periods at public
meetings are a privilege rather than a right.

Times-Dispatch: Virginia's computer agency is deleting more
jobs to cover spending cuts -- the latest sign of upheaval
at the embattled department. Samuel A. Nixon Jr., head of the
Virginia Information Technologies Agency, yesterday
confirmed layoffs are under way -- a result of the budget-
balancing plan by the General Assembly and Gov. Bob
McDonnell.

Star Exponent: Town officials next week will host a public
forum to receive input on the search for the Culpeper Police
Department’s next chief.
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National Stories
A federal judge ruled Thursday that the Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association
does not violate the constitutional rights of newspapers and other media by barring them
from streaming high school sporting events over the Internet.
Wisconsin State Journal

In a trend media lawyers around the country are just beginning to understand, libel
cases have diminished at a fairly steady rate the last few years. Libel suits appear to
be going out of fashion. Media lawyers have a few theories to explain the rapid
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decline. A track record of limited success for plaintiffs discourages people from filing such
cases-clearly a good for media organizations. In addition, the Web has allowed for quick
corrections, heading lawsuits off before they are even filed. Some individuals now even
post their own responses on the Web, allowing them to vent steam before heading to
court. On the darker side, some media pros wonder whether the declining finances of
media companies may be limiting the type of journalism that used to anger subjects and
produce libel suits.
New York Observer

Backers believe California's Prop. 14, approved by voters Tuesday, will result in more
moderate lawmakers in Sacramento. But others think it could lead to more back-room
dealing and a greater reliance on campaign funds from special interests.
Los Angeles Times

With corporate imbroglios now come online parodies — sometimes very popular ones.
The operator of a Twitter account that exists to mock BP and its response to the oil spill
in the Gulf of Mexico was asked by the oil company this week to specify that it is just
kidding.
New York Times

As opening arguments began in the corruption trial of Rod Blagojevich, the judge in the
case had a stern warning for the former Illinois governor: No tweeting. The judge
banned Blagojevich from using the social networking site Twitter during the trial.
USA TODAY

A group of hackers exploited a hole in an AT&T Web site to get e-mail addresses of about
114,000 iPad users, including what appears to be top officials in government,
finance, media, technology, and military. Among the iPad users who appeared to
have been affected were White House Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel, Diane Sawyer, New
York Mayor Michael Bloomberg, movie producer Harvey Weinstein, and New York Times
CEO Janet Robinson.
CNET News
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Editorials/Columns
Roanoke Times: Someone messed up at Roanoke city
schools when an auction of surplus equipment included
computer hard drives holding personnel records. The
incident dealt a blow to trust in the school system, but
not an irreversible one. Officials must convince the public
and school employees that they have policies in place to
prevent this from happening again. Unfortunately, they so
far have chosen silence that does nothing to restore trust.

Herald Courier: What should citizens expect when Bluff
City’s Board of Mayor and Aldermen gather Thursday
night? Mud wrestling? Kick boxing? Don’t expect
leadership, at least not based on the protracted arguing
that has dominated town politics for the past few months.
The absurdity of the squabbling indicates that no one
wants to lead. Certainly two factions want to keep the
fighting stirred up, but that is considerably different from
providing public leadership.
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Friday, June 11, 2010

State and Local stories
USA TODAY: The remains of more than 200 troops were
misidentified or improperly buried at Arlington National
Cemetery, according to an Army investigation of operations at
the premier final resting place for 330,000 servicemembers.

Roanoke Times: A nonprofit veterans group under
investigation in Virginia and elsewhere describes its mission
as supporting a strong national defense while providing aid to
soldiers at war and at home. That may all be true. But the
recipient of $3,000 in reported gifts from the U.S. Navy
Veterans Association says it never got the donations, which
the association listed on tax forms submitted to the Internal
Revenue Service.

Daily Press: Isle of Wight School Board member Herbert
DeGroft is asking the courts to toss out a $1.3 million
defamation lawsuit that School Superintendent Michael W.
McPherson filed against him in February. DeGroft, in
documents filed in Suffolk Circuit Court, where the case has
been transferred, said that he is protected by sovereign
immunity as an elected board member and that he can't
be sued for actions or comments made in that capacity.

Daily Press: The Fort Eustis Enterprise Multimedia Center will
live-stream local public high school graduations on the Fort
Eustis website for servicmembers and others who are
unable to attend the ceremonies. The center will provide live
coverage of graduations in Newport News, Williamsburg-
James City County, Hampton, York County and Gloucester
County.

Daily Press: The Virginia Trial Lawyers Association has filed an
amicus brief with the Virginia Supreme Court arguing that a
judge imposed $80,000 in sanctions against 40 Gloucester
petitioners despite "scant evidence" to support a
decision.

Northern Virginia Daily: A local attorney is threatening to file
a lawsuit against the town of Front Royal and two councilmen
for damages he claims have been suffered by his client over
allegations of bribery. David Silek said that his client,
SolAVerde, has suffered damages as a result of allegations
that Town Manager J. Michael Graham was offered a bribe by
Standard Energy, a Maryland firm that was partnering with
SolAVerde on a proposed solar energy farm.
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National Stories
The Financial Crisis Inquiry Commission has been livid with Goldman Sachs, which sent 5
terabytes worth of data on its mortgage-linked investments in response to repeated
requests. That’s what we call a good-old fashioned document dump. “We did not ask
them to pull up a dump truck to our offices and dump a bunch of rubbish,” the
commission’s chairman, Phil Angelides, told reporters earlier this week. But CNBC’s John
Carney thinks that all hope isn’t lost in terms of separating the wheat from the chaff. His
recommendation is crowdsourcing: posting the documents online to harvest a potential
army of analysts and pontificators.
New York Times

It's official: Closing arguments in the federal challenge to Proposition 8 will not be
broadcast in any way, shape or form. In an opinion issued late Thursday night, Chief
Judge Vaughn Walker denied a request from media groups seeking to record the June 16
session.
The Recorder

Admitting that it "goofed," the city of Springfield, Ill., put documents online that
contained sensitive information such as Social Security numbers, driver’s license
numbers, home and work telephone numbers and even a bank account number and the
name of someone who called the state anonymously to report suspected child abuse.
State Journal Register

Michigan State Senator Bruce Patterson (R-7th District) has introduced legislation
designed to regulate journalists in much the same way as the state regulates other
professions like plumbers, hairstylists and mechanics. If enacted, news reporters would
be required to pay an application and registration fee and provide a government
oversight board with “proof” of such things as “good moral character, ethics standards
that are acceptable to the board, possession of a journalism degree or equivalent, no less
than 3 years experience as a reporter (so much for sending an entry level reporter to
cover a story) and at least three writing samples.”
NTS Media

As Web users entrust their life facts to Facebook Inc. and other websites, they are
storing valuable personal information online where it could be exposed to marketers,
fraudsters or simply people who aren't the intended viewers. That has spawned a
subculture of self-appointed watchdogs who monitor Facebook and other sites for
privacy and security lapses—most recently, an AT&T Inc. website was breached to obtain
the email addresses of some iPad users. The watchdogs tend to be professors,
programmers and computer hobbyists who are looking to warn people before they
become victims.
Wall Street Journal

Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical Center has been fined $95,000 by state officials for failing
to prevent unauthorized employees from accessing patient information, the latest in a
series of privacy breaches at the prestigious hospital that has struggled to protect the
medical information of its celebrity patients.
Los Angeles Times

Facebook is teaming up with the National PTA to spread information to kids, parents and
teachers about how to responsibly and safely use the Internet, the two organizations
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said.
Los Angeles Times

The California Board of Equalization has created two Web apps, enabling taxpayers to
verify permits and find the closest BOE offices using mobile devices. Accessible from the
BOE website, the apps fall in line with the latest push by government agencies to use
smart phones as a tool for delivering data.
Government Technology

Roy Morris describes his struggles in getting DC government agencies to comply with
Freedom of Information Act requests as "Kafkaesque."
Washington City Paper
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Editorials/Columns
Roanoke Times: Knowing he faces such varied opposition
to his plan to privatize liquor sales, why is McDonnell
sabotaging his own efforts by having a private work
group develop the detailed proposal behind closed doors?

Ken Plum, Augusta Free Press: Much of political debate
reminds me of an effort to find out who is telling the truth.
There are television talking-head commentators, instant
“experts,” blogs, etc., all spinning their versions of the
truth. Any wonder that the public gets confused or
becomes cynical! One issue subject to a lot of spin is
government spending and taxing.
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Monday, June 14, 2010

State and Local stories
Virginian-Pilot: Starting at noon today, if everything goes as
planned, Virginia Beach 's medics will ditch paper medical
records and go digital.

Virginian-Pilot: State and federal rules generally require that
all Virginia students be assessed if they are enrolled in grades
or courses with SOL tests. Schools are allowed a bye if
children don't show up for the test and don't take make up
exams because they are absent for the weeks set aside for
testing. A Virginian-Pilot analysis of state records shows
that the exemption is used sparingly: Last year, fewer than
13,500 SOL exams - or less than half of 1 percent of more
than 3 million - weren't administered in Virginia because of
absences. But the missed exams can add up for some schools:
For the past three years, between 4 and 8 percent of the tests
required at Lafayette-Winona were exempted because school
leaders listed students as absent.

Northern Virginia Daily: The Front Royal Town Council seems
poised to approve the release of documents protected by
attorney-client privilege that pertain to allegations of bribery
and a proposed solar energy farm. Vice Mayor Bret W. Hrbek
has placed the item for approval on Monday's council agenda.
"We're going to quote, 'come clean.' When I talked about
opening the kimono, well here it goes. We're going to bare
it all."

Times-Dispatch: State struggles to meet demand for
voting-rights restoration.

Washington Post: The Observer, a family-owned community
newspaper in Northern Virginia that for more than a quarter-
century provided an insider's glimpse of life in Washington's
rapidly growing suburbs, has shuttered after years of
falling advertising revenue and worsening circulation.
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National Stories
The indictment of Thomas Drake was the latest evidence that the Obama administration
is proving more aggressive than the Bush administration in seeking to punish
unauthorized leaks.
New York Times

Google Inc. said it doesn’t believe it broke U.S. law by accidentally collecting data
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from Wi-Fi networks, according to a letter the company sent three U.S. congressmen who
are urging the Federal Trade Commission to investigate the matter.
Wall Street Journal

The Federal Trade Commission has set out on the somewhat quixotic journey of trying to
identify ways to save journalism as we know it from possible extinction. Through a
series of public forums, the last of which will take place in Washington on Tuesday, the
commission has been gathering and analyzing an array of suggestions to help make the
business of gathering and reporting news profitable again.
New York Times
(see related editorial below)

Government officials responding to the Gulf of Mexico oil spill are part of one of the first
government initiatives to use social networking sites from Facebook to Twitter to
YouTube and RSS feeds to spread public awareness about the Obama administration's
positions on a major crisis. The public has responded, with 32,000 users who "like" the
organization on Facebook and more than 2 million views on YouTube.
Miami Herald
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Editorials/Columns
Daily Progress: Now, some progress. A judge last week
ruled that court orders sealing search warrants and related
documents in the George Huguely case should indeed be
open to public inspection. It’s important to put this issue in
context. The underlying principle from which all sides
should be operating is that government records are
presumed to be public. That is one of the fundamental
strengths of our democracy — and one of the things
necessary for us to remain a democracy.  We seek to
defend a principle: One of the foundational principles of
our democracy. One of the principles that keeps us a free
people.

Washington Post: Mr. Cuccinelli refused to lend Virginia's
support to the lawsuit. In taking that stand, he pitted
Virginia against 48 other states that have joined it,
effectively sided with a handful of gay-bashing
provocateurs over the mourning family of a dead Marine
who wanted to bury their son in peace, triggered bitter
criticism -- and stood up for the First Amendment.
Although Mr. Cuccinelli's legal judgments often seem
clouded by his conservative ideological agenda, in this case
he has made a good call, albeit an unpopular one.

News & Advance: Cuccinelli’s reasoning is simple: The
protests don’t rise to the level of falsely shouting “Fire!” in
a theater. And we’ve got to agree. As dirty and as slimy as
it makes us — and the attorney general, too — feel, this is
exactly the type of despicable speech the Constitution
was designed to protect.

News Leader: Monday is Flag Day, so let's raise it high
with the American spirit it ultimately deserves. It not only
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stands for everything we have become, but for everything
we have overcome. It's a symbol of who we are today. Sing
to it. Salute it. Stand for it. And respect it.

Free Lance-Star: WHY DOESN'T the Federal Trade
Commission cut to the chase and call it "Pravda"? Because
the new idea the Obama administration is floating to "help
newspapers" sounds a whole lot like somebody wants to
re-create the former Soviet newspaper. Certainly the
news industry is going through a metamorphosis as online
reading increases and society changes in other ways. But
does that require bureaucratic intervention? The FTC
apparently thinks so, according to a staff study released in
late May.
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Tuesday, June 15, 2010

State and Local stories
Times-Dispatch: FOIA salary requests yielded 45,000-plus
records.

Washington Post: The General Assembly's investigative arm
voted behind closed doors Monday to promote Deputy Director
Glen Tittermary to director of the Joint Legislative Audit and
Review Commission. Commission members -- legislators from
the House and Senate -- agreed to go into closed session to
pick an executive director, even though the item was not
on the agenda. The vote was not announed. After they
returned, one member, House Majority Leader Morgan
Griffith, objected to the closed vote and said the commission
should have used a "public process."

Roanoke Times: Veterans and volunteers at the National
D-Day Memorial in Bedford, outraged that a bust of Soviet
dictator Josef Stalin has been placed there, protested Monday
by picketing the memorial. "Ho Ho Ho Joe's Gotta Go!" read
one sign. "Stalin murdered millions," said another. A third,
echoing the words of Ronald Reagan at the Berlin Wall, said
"Take Down That Stalin Bust."

Free Lance-Star: Massaponax High School's yearbook adviser
is leaving the Spotsylvania County school division after this
year's edition was recalled for offensive content. Courtney
McGonnell submitted a letter of resignation May 25, and the
School Board subsequently accepted it.

Register & Bee: A proposal to allow a public comment
period during Danville Pittsylvania Regional Industrial Facility
Authority meetings hit a stalemate Monday when the four
voting members were evenly split on the issue. In an
interview after the meeting, City Council member David
Luther said he voted against the proposal for a number of
reasons, with the main reason being that residents have time
to comment on different RIFA issues at City Council and Board
of Supervisors meetings.

News Leader: Updated databases of public records for
Augusta County building permits; Board of Medicine decisions;
Board of Nursing decisions; and Board of Pharmacy decisions.

Northern Virginia Daily: The Front Royal Town Council voted
4-3 on Monday to release to the public all protected
information surrounding allegations of bribery with
regard to a proposed solar energy farm.

Help VCOG reach its
goal of raising $900 by
June 30. If you find
VCOG's services
valuable, now is the
time to make a
donation, become a
member or both.

FOIA how-to videos on
VCOG's YouTube Channel

Become a fan of VCOG on
Facebook.

Transparency News 6/15/10: JLARC in the dark; FOIA & Kennedy; dea... http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/560788/945f04f04c/282550247/ba...

1 of 4 6/25/2010 1:12 PM



Smithfield Times: A jury trial is expected to be held early next
year in the $1.3 million defamation suit filed by Isle of
Wight School Superintendent Michael McPherson against
School Board member Herb DeGroft. The trial is set for Feb.
22 in Suffolk Circuit Court.

The Virginia Room at Roanoke Public Libraries is holding a
class, "Preserving Your Family Papers," Monday, June 21,
from 6 to 7 p.m. in the Brody Room at the Main Library. This
class focuses on the do's and don'ts of organizing and
preserving genealogy research and heirloom family
documents. Participants learn how to store records (paper and
electronic), display photographs and documents, and  organize
research for future generations. The class is free, but
registration is required. For more information and to register,
call Laura Wickstead at 540-853-2073 or e-mail
varoom@roanokeva.gov.

National Stories
Responding to a Freedom of Information Act request, the Federal Bureau of Investigation
has released thousands of pages of material about the late Senator Edward M.
Kennedy (D-MA).
NPR

Las Vegas newspaper sues websites over use of content.
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press

Public officials who maintain blogs are exercising free speech rights and should not
be silenced because of concerns about Open Meeting Law violations, the American Civil
Liberties Union of Massachusetts wrote in a letter to the Northwestern district attorney's
office last week.
Amherst Bulletin

You thought Facebook and Twitter were ways to tell the world what you had for
breakfast? Or that cellphone texting means you can ask your spouse what's for dinner?
Well, what about school board and City Council members who use those social media and
communication tools to subvert the concept of open government?
Fort Worth Star Telegram

An Illinois newspaper must disclose the identity of an anonymous reader who posted
allegedly defamatory comments on its website, a state appellate court has ruled.
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press

"If I get a DUI, you can be assured an article about it will be in the newspaper," Bowling
Green Daily News managing editor Mike Alexieff wrote in 2006 after he was criticized
for publishing the DUI of an ex-sheriff's deputy whose family had suffered tragedy.
Alexieff's DUI arrest -- and resignation -- was published on Monday.
Bowling Green Daily News
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Law firms, particularly those that represent plaintiffs, are increasingly devoting resources
to developing a presence online, where consumers — and potential clients — congregate.
And some of those firms are also creating news sites, which disclose that they are
affiliated with law firms, but have the look and feel of community forums or news
boards.
Wall Street Journal

A Congressional ethics watchdog body is investigating whether as many as eight House
members may have improperly shifted their positions on a bill to overhaul financial
regulations in return for campaign contributions.
New York Times

Alaska Gov. Sean Parnell signed legislation setting new disclosure requirements for ballot
initiatives. The bill triggers reporting requirements in the early organizing phases of an
initiative. The intent is to let Alaskans know early in the process who is financing
ballot organizers. Currently, such information doesn't have to be reported until after a
question has been certified.
Anchorage Daily News

New Jersey residents would be able to research a wide range of data on government
spending online by next summer if a proposal moving through the legislature is signed
into law. The bill would require the state treasurer and chief technology officer to design
a searchable website that would include data dating to fiscal 2000.
Philadelphia Inquirer

A new national map of the ecosystems of America could help keep healthy species
from ending up endangered.vThrough ground and satellite surveys of land cover, the U.
S. Geological Survey’s Gap Analysis Program has generated data that conservationists
may be able to use to create and sustain habitat for wildlife.
Wired

Become a
VCOG member today!

Editorials/Columns
USA Today: Our view on the Gulf oil spill: BP says it's
baring all; facts say something else.

Gene Policinski: Why licensing journalists is a bad idea....
Government should not be involved in deciding who
should convey news and information, or who's most
qualified to do so.

Dan Gillmor, Salon: Let's subsidize open broadband, not
journalists / With an open, robust data infrastructure,
entrepreneurs will take care of the rest.

Walter Shapiro, Politics Daily: What we are witnessing in
this election cycle is the slow death of traditional
statewide campaign journalism. A strong case can be
made that even pedestrian newspaper campaign coverage
is preferable to the rumor-mongering of blogs and the
unchecked claims of TV spots.

Transparency News 6/15/10: JLARC in the dark; FOIA & Kennedy; dea... http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/560788/945f04f04c/282550247/ba...

3 of 4 6/25/2010 1:12 PM



Click to view this email in a browser

If you no longer wish to receive these emails, please reply to this message with "Unsubscribe" in the subject line or simply click on the following link:
Unsubscribe

Virginia Coalition for Open Government
P.O. Box 2576
Williamsburg, Virginia 23187

Read the VerticalResponse marketing policy.

Transparency News 6/15/10: JLARC in the dark; FOIA & Kennedy; dea... http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/560788/945f04f04c/282550247/ba...

4 of 4 6/25/2010 1:12 PM



Wednesday, June 16, 2010

State and Local stories
The VCOG website now has a page dedicated to the videos
and handouts from the Access Across America presentation
on the power of public records.

Daily Progress: U.S. Rep. Tom Perriello, D-Ivy, said Tuesday
that he will respect the decision by his Charlottesville office’s
landlord to ban all protests in the building’s privately
owned parking lot. Perriello’s stance was outlined Tuesday
in a letter sent to the Rutherford Institute, an Albemarle
County-based civil rights organization and advocate for free
expression.

Daily Press: Freedom of information isn't always free — or
easy. Curtis M. Penn, 38, of Hampton, strangulated himself in
September with a shoe string while being held at the Hampton
Sheriff's Office lockup — the first suicide there in 18 years.
That day, one of Hampton Sheriff B.J. Roberts' top assistants,
Col. Karen Bowden, was requested and promised the Daily
Press a copy of the suicide report once it was complete. But
since we asked for the document on May 4, we've met
resistance.

Daily News Record: Joe Fitzgerald - former Harrisonburg
mayor, Democratic activist and fall candidate for City Council -
raised suspicions Tuesday that the early morning breakdown
of polling computers might not have been an accident. The
electronic sign-in system at Harrisonburg's precincts for the
26th House District special election locked up for more than
an hour at the start of voting because of faulty programming,
according to city election officials. At one precinct, Stone
Spring Elementary, poll workers erroneously turned away two
voters, officials acknowledged. But Fitzgerald saw darker
possibilities. "It's very easy to make it look like an accident,"
he said.

Northern Virginia Daily: Front Royal Mayor-elect Timothy W.
Darr and Councilman-elect Hollis L. Tharpe say they will
address the alleged solar farm bribery issue head-on once
they take office next month. "The first thing I'm going to do is
we're going to meet as council collectively," Darr said
Tuesday. "I do believe the citizens need a true answer."

Washington Post: Arlington County police and federal
authorities are investigating a series of recent thefts from
office buildings that they think have been carried out by
people who have been posing as legitimate workers with
fake identity badges.
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