
Subject: Transparency News 8/2/10: ethics procedures; insurance leak post; pull plug on
sideshow
From: "Megan Rhyne" <Megan_Rhyne@mail.vresp.com>
Date: Mon, 02 Aug 2010 12:52:24 +0000
To: calindstrom@verizon.net

Monday, August 2, 2010

State and Local stories

If you previously submitted a nomination for an FOI Hero
award, please RESUBMIT that nomination by Aug. 15 --
computer problems resulted in loss of prior nominations.
Click here for more details and online and printable
nomination forms.

The August issue of Bytes in Brief, by Sensei Enterprises, is
online.

Virginian-Pilot: The Virginia Beach trash truck driver who ran
over and killed a homeless man sleeping on the beach in June had
a series of driving violations that the city now says it’s examining.
Between 2004 and 2008, Heather Boyd was ticketed at least
eight times, according to Virginia Beach and Chesapeake court
records.

Virginian-Pilot: Two state ethics advisory panels have added
procedures for open hearings when legislators face conflict-
of-interest inquiries and for the continuation of active
investigations even if a lawmaker leaves office. And the rule
adjustments may not be finished. Revisions made when panel
members recently met also specify that deliberations after an open
hearing will be held in "closed session," a situation state law
appears unclear on.

News & Advance: Patrice Rodriquez has become a regular patron
of the Amherst County Public Library. Not so much for the books,
though. She’s looking for work, and the library is the only place
where she can get free computer and Internet access. She’s
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worried that reductions in the library system’s operating hours
that went into effect this month will curtail her job search.

News & Advance: A group that purports to represent U.S. Navy
veterans remains difficult to locate as its spending and other
activities draw scrutiny from regulators in Virginia and at least six
other states. The only physical address for the Virginia chapter of
the U.S. Navy Veterans Association appears to be a UPS Store
mail drop box in a Richmond suburb. But U.S. Internal Revenue
Service agents were able to find a Tampa, Fla. residence linked to
the group, and raided it on Friday. Investigators believe a man
named Bobby Thompson ran the group from that residence for
years.

National Stories

Responding to concerns that the new financial regulation law blocks the public from filing
Freedom of Information Act requests with the Securities and Exchange Commission, SEC
Chairman Mary L. Schapiro has written a letter to Rep. Barney Frank and one to Sen. Chris
Dodd, reassuring them that the SEC is still responsive to public records requests and
explaining what the change in the law does. The text of both letters:
Washington Post

The Obama administration - which prides itself on being the most open White House ever --
has rejected a Freedom of Information Act request for information in a new government
website that agencies use to compile ratings of contractor performance. The Defense
Department this week denied access to any of the contents in the Awardee Performance and
Integrity Information System, after receiving a FOIA request from the Project on
Government Oversight on June 17 to obtain certain information from the database.
NextGov

The Federal Trade Commission announced a milestone this week: its Do Not Call registry
has just passed 200 million numbers. It's quite amazing that any of this came to pass,
really.
Wired

The Washington, D.C., judge who last week issued a prior restraint against The National
Law Journal withdrew that restraining order on Friday at the request of juice maker
POM Wonderful, which had initially sought to keep the newspaper from publishing
information obtained from a public court file that was supposed to have been sealed.
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press

The freedom of information site, which enraged the Pentagon by publishing 77,000 leaked
US documents on the Afghan war, uploaded the giant encrypted file amid growing calls for
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the US Government to block its site. The posting prompted speculation that WikiLeaks
wanted to pre-empt any US Government action against it.
The Australian

Because many health IT projects and health information exchanges are under way at various
government levels -- many of them funded at least in part by the economic stimulus -- it can
be overwhelming to encapsulate how these ventures are related and what people and
organizations are in charge of them. The National Association of State Chief Information
Officers (NASCIO) seeks to give clarity on this complex topic by releasing a report with a
state-by-state look at health IT programs and leadership.
Government Technology
Read the report

Professors used to deal with plagiarism by admonishing students to give credit to others and
to follow the style guide for citations, and pretty much left it at that. But cases suggest that
many students simply do not grasp that using words they did not write is a serious
misdeed.
New York Times

The largest U.S. websites are installing new and intrusive consumer-tracking technologies
on the computers of people visiting their sites — in some cases, more than 100 tracking
tools at a time — a Wall Street Journal investigation has found.
Wall Street Journal

Become a
VCOG member
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Editorials/Columns

Virginian-Pilot: B.J. Ostergren seems more interested in
attracting attention to herself than to her cause. The
publicity-loving privacy advocate should be delighted. Her
battle with Virginia over Social Security numbers on
electronic court records has earned the Hanover County
woman headlines in The New York Times and USA
Today as well as TV spots with Lou Dobbs. Virginia
taxpayers should be less tickled because they're paying the
court costs for a legal battle that's dragged on for two
years. It's time for Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli to
pull the plug on Ostergren's sideshow and use the
money he saves to finish redacting Social Security
numbers from land deeds and divorce records.

Times-Dispatch: Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli did the
right thing -- belatedly -- when he divested himself of the
fat campaign contributions from the elusive Bobby
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Thompson, head of the shadowy outfit that goes by the
name of the U.S. Navy Veterans Organization. That group
is under investigation in several states, and other Virginia
pols who received donations from Thompson unhanded
the money long ago. A Cuccinelli spokesman says "we
were practicing the principle of presumed innocence"
with Thompson, but the fact that Thompson has gone into
hiding -- his own lawyer claims not to be able to find him
-- led the AG to the conclusion a reasonable explanation
would not be forthcoming.

Register & Bee: The “debate over the debates” in the Fifth
District congressional race continues. This week,
Democrat Tom Perriello offered to debate Republican
Robert Hurt twice — if Hurt agreed to two debates with
both Perriello and independent Jeff Clark. That’s not
going to happen. “We’ve made our position on debates
clear,” Hurt’s campaign manager, Sean Harrison, said in
an e-mail. That position is Clark is not a viable candidate,
and by trying to include him in the debates, Perriello is
ducking a one-on-one debate with Hurt. But what is a
viable candidate?

Daily Press: No wonder that growing evidence of
long-standing mismanagement at the cemetery reduced
members of Congress to sputtering this week. They were
members of a committee looking into revelations of
unmarked and mislabeled graves, bungled spending and
disrespect, even funeral urns dug up and dumped in a dirt
pile. It was not a proud day for the Army when the former
superintendent — in an shameful departure from the kind
of discipline you'd expect at this hallowed military site —
blamed his "troops." The staff, he said, made mistakes.
His former deputy refused to answer questions. They were
both forced to retire earlier this month.

Virginian-Pilot: If there's a good reason to issue credit
cards to Norfolk employees, it disappears when safeguards
are so lax that the commissioner of revenue - technically a
state official - can use her card to spend money lobbying
for legislation that works against the city's interests.
Credit card records uncovered by The Pilot's Harry
Minium last month show that Sharon McDonald spent
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$27,000 in Richmond during the 2008, 2009 and 2010
legislative sessions. She reimbursed the city for $16,000
with money from the Commissioners of the Revenue
Association of Virginia.

Star-Exponent: It’s sad when an organization that is
created to recognize history becomes a part of it, but
that’s what has happened with the Culpeper Historical
Society. While it’s sad to see a historical society disband,
the fact the organization took the money and then donated
it to two other organizations that are thriving and yet in
need of money was a pleasant and welcome surprise.

Roanoke Times: If you are a Fox News viewer, you are
aware of the case: Two members of a hate group called the
New Black Panther Party stood outside a Philadelphia
precinct on Election Day 2008 dressed in military-style
clothing. One held a nightstick. The Bush Justice
Department investigated. In January 2009, officials
decided to drop a criminal investigation and pursue civil
charges against the NBPP and the two men at the polling
place. In May, charges against the unarmed man and the
party itself were dropped. The government won an
injunction against the man with the nightstick. Then a
former official from the Bush Justice Department
complained that the investigation had been quashed
because of an institutional bias against pursuing cases
involving discrimination against whites. Since this fit into
a conservative meme that has percolated since the election
of Barack Obama -- whites as the new put-upon minority
-- Fox whipped it relentlessly, airing more than 100
reports so far this month. But, in fact, the NBPP case was
what one conservative member of the U.S. Civil Rights
Commission called "small potatoes."

Washington Times: Big-government solutions rarely fix
serious problems. Instead, they create bigger ones. Since
2006, U.S. passports have been issued with an embedded
radio-frequency identification (RFID) tracking chip
ostensibly intended to reduce unauthorized entry into the
country. In testimony Thursday before a Senate Judiciary
subcommittee, the Government Accountability Office
(GAO) reported that despite the high-tech efforts,
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passport fraud is still "easy."
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Subject: Transparency News 8/3/10: secret settlement; Espionage Act; picture proves what
didn't happen
From: "Megan Rhyne" <Megan_Rhyne@mail.vresp.com>
Date: Tue, 03 Aug 2010 12:46:24 +0000
To: calindstrom@verizon.net

Tuesday, August 3, 2010

State and Local stories

If you previously submitted a nomination for an FOI Hero
award, please RESUBMIT that nomination by Aug. 15 --
computer problems resulted in loss of prior nominations.
Click here for more details and online and printable
nomination forms.

Virginian-Pilot: The Norfolk city manager has put a travel and
hiring freeze on Sharon McDonald's office during an investigation
into whether she improperly used a city credit card while
lobbying in Richmond.

Times-Dispatch: If the Richmond school system has a firm grasp on
the fulfillment of a lawsuit settlement over handicap accessibility
issues in city schools, it's news to the system's internal auditor.
While presenting to the School Board a 31-page "special review" of
the costs associated with a five-year plan to make all city schools
handicap accessible, internal auditor Deborah Johns said
repeatedly that the way the deal has been handled -- particularly
the continued tinkering with terms in sessions that are closed to the
public, records of which were not available to her -- made it hard,
if not impossible, to accurately track expenditures.
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National Stories

Despite vows to be open with the public in the wake of a salary scandal, the city of Bell is
refusing to turn over public records to The Times, community activists and even a sitting
councilman.
Los Angeles Times

A judge’s ruling in a pre-trial motion involving a Gaston County, N.C., murder case affirms
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that First Amendment protection extends to those who make anonymous comments about
stories on news websites. Attorneys for Michael Mead had sought to force The Gaston
Gazette to reveal information that could have been used to help reveal the identity of an
anonymous commenter on the news organization’s website.
Raleigh Telegram

It could be a "first": Twitter and emergency officials all say they haven't heard of anyone
tweeting for an ambulance.
USA Today

A week after Wikileaks' 100-megabyte disclosure of Afghan war files appeared, anger in
U.S. political circles continues to grow, with some commentators calling for the U.S.
government to find a way to pull the plug on the group's Web site. On Fox News Sunday,
conservative commentator Liz Cheney said that Wikileaks co-founder Julian Assange
clearly has "blood on his hands" and that Wikileaks.org should be taken offline. Defense
Secretary Robert Gates was asked last week if the investigation into alleged leaker Bradley
Manning, an Army intelligence specialist, "should go beyond the source or sources of the
leak within the military to include those who received or used the information, Wikileaks,
the news media?"
CNET News

They are the most fiercely protected secrets of the Jon Corzine years: the contents of
e-mails between the former New Jersey governor and Carla Katz, his ex-girlfriend and a
powerful union leader. Corzine carried on a two-year legal battle to keep them private,
going all the way to the state Supreme Court, where his refusal to release the
correspondence was upheld on the grounds of executive privilege.  Last month, The
(Newark) Star-Ledger obtained copies of 123 e-mails between the two and verified their
authenticity independently. The newspaper can now reveal at least part of what the
governor spent $127,000 of taxpayer funds to keep secret.
(Newark) Star-Ledger

The Federal Bureau of Investigation has taken on everyone from Al Capone to John
Dillinger to the Unabomber. Its latest adversary: Wikipedia. The bureau wrote a letter in
July to the Wikimedia Foundation, the parent organization of Wikipedia, demanding that
it take down an image of the F.B.I. seal accompanying an article on the bureau, and
threatened litigation: “Failure to comply may result in further legal action. We appreciate
your timely attention to this matter.” The problem, those at Wikipedia say, is that the law
cited in the F.B.I.’s letter is largely about keeping people from flashing fake badges or
profiting from the use of the seal, and not about posting images on noncommercial Web
sites. Many sites, including the online version of the Encyclopedia Britannica, display the
seal.
New York Times
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Facing pressure from critics of Wall Street to limit its role in elections, Goldman Sachs has
pledged not to spend any of its vast corporate reserves on political advertising.
New York Times

Minnesota Attorney General Lori Swanson is defending a state law barring businesses from
giving directly to political candidates and parties. Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life,
the Taxpayers League of Minnesota and a travel company are challenging the law because
they want to use general funds to donate to candidates including Republican
gubernatorial candidate Tom Emmer. Federal court rulings earlier this year allow
corporations to spend company money independently to promote or defeat candidates, but
they can't give directly to candidates or parties.
Minneapolis Star Tribune

The federal government's dismissal of voter intimidation charges against the New Black
Panther Party has not only stirred debate at the national level and among various media
outlets, but created a firestorm within the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, which has
announced a separate investigation of the matter.
Washington Times
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Editorials/Columns

Kerry Dougherty, Virginian-Pilot: That was the day
Michael Knockett, a 52-year-old homeless man, was run
over and killed by a city garbage truck as he slept on the
beach about 8 a.m. No sooner had the death been
reported than Deputy City Manager Dave Hansen
announced that Knockett had been snoozing on a beach
chair in a "depressed area" of the sand. Had camera-toting
Joan Veronie not moseyed by moments before the
accident, Hansen's version of the accident would have
stuck and Knockett would be forgotten by now. Her
photo didn't show a vagrant burrowed into the sand. It
showed a man napping in an upright beach chair, with a
bright white hat on his head and a blue blanket covering
his body. If we've learned anything from this tragedy, it's
that while authorities like to use cameras to keep tabs on
us, these unblinking lenses also let us keep an eye o
hem.

Carol Capó, Daily Press: There is something ironic about
Lady Liberty getting caught up in a controversy about one
of our most basic liberties: freedom of speech. But there
she is, not the actual Statue of Liberty, but a person
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dressed up as one and stationed next to the road to
advertise Liberty Tax Service — but not for long, perhaps.
And so is a cow that stands upright and urges you to "Eat
More Chikin'." And teenagers in (do their mothers even
look at them when they go out the door?) short shorts
who are washing cars to earn money for their church's
mission trip. The controversy arises from ordinances
Hampton and Newport News adopted recently banning
solicitation in and along roads. The problem: These are
public property. And our Constitution protects citizens'
rights to express themselves on the property they
collectively own r />
Los Angeles Times: A state Senate bill that would give
families of murdered children the power to keep autopsy
reports sealed isn't helpful and could hurt.

Tony Blankley, Washington Times: "Wiki" is a cute
Hawaiian word for "quick" - borrowed by Ward
Cunningham, creator of the first Internet wiki - from the
name of a fast little interterminal shuttle at Honolulu
International Airport. But cute and innocent as the word
may sound, when attached to damaging wartime leaks by
Wikileaks operator Julian Assange, its cuteness should
not protect Mr. Assange from being prosecuted and
possibly executed by the U.S. government for wartime
espionage.

Los Angeles Times: Web users need more control over
personal data. But before drafting new rules, lawmakers
should await recommendations from government
agencies and trade groups.

Los Angeles Times: It's time to end 'secret hold' in Senate
/ The move, which allows a single senator to block a
nomination or bill, is one of the chamber's most
anti-democratic features.
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Subject: Transparency News 8/4/10: no fee consistency; Joe DiMaggio; sealed cases, not
caskets
From: "Megan Rhyne" <Megan_Rhyne@mail.vresp.com>
Date: Wed, 04 Aug 2010 12:46:24 +0000
To: calindstrom@verizon.net

Wednesday, August 4, 2010

State and Local stories

If you previously submitted a nomination for an FOI Hero
award, please RESUBMIT that nomination by Aug. 15 --
computer problems resulted in loss of prior nominations.
Click here for more details and online and printable nomination
forms.

Virginian-Pilot: The Virginia Freedom of Information Act requires
that certain government records be made available to the public. It
also allows governmental entities to charge for compiling or
reproducing those records. In South Hampton Roads, the cities
interpret the latter differently. Suffolk tends to impose higher fees
for labor and charges more often than the other cities. Suffolk
routinely charges the labor of a mid level employee in addition to
other clerical or departmental employees, depending on the request.
Copies are 25 cents a page. Portsmouth, Chesapeake and Virginia
Beach charge for labor only on requests that require substantial
research time, representatives from those cities said. Norfolk charges
an hourly rate of $25 in most cases, records show. The hourly rate is
not defined by any single employee's salary. In some cases,
Chesapeake charges for what it calls computer operations time, which
costs almost $400 an hour.

University of Virginia: As the Miller Center observes its 35th
anniversary, former Virginia Gov. Gerald Baliles reflected on the
center's past and future and on his own four-year tenure as its
director. "The focus must be on those questions that bedevil
presidents and policymakers," he said.

Daily News Record: A motion to start the process of eliminating a

sunSmallAlpha
It's not too early to
start thinking about
VCOG's annual
conference, Oct.
21-22, in
Richmond. Stay
tuned for details.

FOIA how-to videos
on VCOG's
YouTube Channel

Become a fan of
VCOG on
Facebook.

Transparency News 8/4/10: no fee consistency; Joe DiMaggio; sealed c...

1 of 5 8/12/2010 12:40 PM



seat on Dayton Town Council failed Monday night, but the debate
over shrinking the size of the county's largest elected governing body
is far from finished.

Daily News Record: Harrisonburg City School Board members
applauded the division's new website template, unveiled in an online
tour during the board's meeting Tuesday.

News & Advance: An Internet message warning drivers about a
30-day speeding ticket blitz across Virginia designed to raise $9
million for the Virginia State Police is a hoax, state police say. On
Monday, messages on the social-networking site Twitter began to be
posted and reposted,  with people believing that troopers were going
to start ticketing drivers for driving 5 miles per hour over the speed
limit, said Virginia State Police spokeswoman Corinne Geller.

News Virginian: Election officials looking to reach voters at nursing
homes or to replace a dilapidated precinct can buy a new mobile
voting precinct. Or they can save $275,000. That’s the cost of a
38-foot mobile precinct being pedaled this week by a North Carolina
company during a state voter registrars conference at the Stonewall
Jackson Hotel in Staunton.

National Stories

It's hard to believe, but it seems the SEC has managed to anger the public and the media
again. Fox Business has reported that the oft-maligned agency has put in place a new rule
that will stop the public, usually journalists, from accessing certain SEC-investigative
information using the Freedom of Information Act, or FOIA. While the above certainly
merits scrutiny, the SEC arguably withholds a far more crucial item, one that mysteriously
generates no press and no public outrage: its practice of keeping ongoing investigations
into businesses private, only revealing who they are investigating to the public after a
determination has been reached.
CNN Money

Joe DiMaggio was celebrated as one of baseball's biggest stars and the one-time husband of
Marilyn Monroe but he made a very poor soldier, newly-revealed military records
obtained through FOIA show.
Telegraph

The Federal Trade Commission has nearly 200 pages of records related to a purported
complaint by Adobe against Apple for banning iPhone developers from using its authoring
tools to make iPhone apps. But, in what might be the most-official confirmation that
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regulators are probing the ban for antitrust violations, the FTC declined to make them
available to Wired.com, saying doing so “could be reasonably expected” to interfere with its
“law enforcement” duties. Wired.com sought a copy of Adobe’s complaint by filing a
Freedom of Information Act request in early May, which was denied in whole in a July 23
letter.
Wired
Read the letter

Court records sealed by one judge can be opened by another, a California appeals court
has ruled. The court upheld a judge's decision to unseal records -- after a document-
by-document review -- in Broadcom co-founder Henry Nicholas' contentious divorce case.
"We reject Nicholas' efforts to treat sealing orders as if they sealed caskets rather than
presumptively open court records," the court said. The Los Angeles Times had argued that
the blanket sealing order shielding the entire court file was unjustified.
The Recorder

A retired judge working as an arbitrator didn't have to disclose that he'd once been
disciplined for sexist behavior, the California Supreme Court has ruled, finding that a broad
duty to disclose discipline would open the door for unhappy parties to undercut
arbitration decisions. Such a rule "could subject arbitration awards to after-the-fact
attacks by losing parties searching for potential disqualifying information only after an
adverse decision has been made," the majority said.
The Recorder

Wisconsin officials have launched a criminal investigation to determine who sent e-mails
trying to extort at least a half-dozen lawmakers by infecting their Statehouse
computers with child pornography. Edward Wall, administrator of the Division of
Criminal Investigation, contacted lawmakers late last week to tell them to avoid opening
attachments to suspicious e-mails.
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

More than half a million Tennessee voters cast early ballots last month, setting a new
record for a primary election, according to state officials.
The (Nashville) Tennessean
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Editorials/Columns

Times-Dispatch: When candidate Barack Obama pledged
"no more illegal wiretapping of American citizens,"
listeners probably assumed he would restrict government
spying to instances in which it is authorized by a warrant.
As it turns out, he meant just the opposite. The
administration is seeking a change in federal law that
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would force Internet service providers to hand over to the
FBI information such as the times, dates, and
destination addresses of a customer's e-mail messages
-- as well as the customer's browsing history -- without a
warrant. (The body of the e-mail would still require one.)
The FBI would need only to issue a written request to
commandeer the information.

Daily Progress: If leaders don’t respect copyright
regarding music and other intellectual property, how can
we expect today’s young people to respect copyright
laws or refrain from plagiarism?

Washington Post: The underlying dispute over legal fees
was never likely to lead the evening news. But a judge's
extraordinary -- and extraordinarily bad -- decision to
prohibit a newspaper from writing about a key part of the
case unnecessarily triggered a constitutional
showdown. The controversy began when a reporter for
the National Law Journal (NLJ) went to D.C. Superior
Court to research a lawsuit filed by Hogan Lovells. The
law firm alleges that a former client, POM Wonderful, the
maker of pomegranate drinks and products, had failed to
pay some $660,000 in legal fees. The reporter copied
documents in the public court file and traipsed back to
the newsroom. But on July 23, on the eve of
publication,D.C. Superior Court Judge Judith Bartnoff
banned NLJ from publishing the identity of a federal
agency that is investigating POM and details of Hogan's
work on behalf of POM in that matter.
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Subject: Transparency News 8/5/10: debate plug pulled; whole body images; police videos
From: "Megan Rhyne" <Megan_Rhyne@mail.vresp.com>
Date: Thu, 05 Aug 2010 12:46:25 +0000
To: calindstrom@verizon.net

Thursday, August 5, 2010

State and Local stories

If you previously submitted a nomination for an FOI Hero
award, please RESUBMIT that nomination by Aug. 15 --
computer problems resulted in loss of prior nominations.
Click here for more details and online and printable
nomination forms.

Nelson County Times: A local Nelson County nonprofit
organization is in danger of closing. Rural Nelson, a citizens group
that focuses on community education and information about local
government, has enough money to continue operating until the end
of this year, said Don Burland, a member of the organization’s
board of directors. “But then, essentially, we’ll be out of money,”
Burland said. Cash said the organization also has hosted speakers
and guests for public meetings for the past decade on a wide variety
of topics that affect county residents, such as conservation
easements, zoning ordinances, property rights, protecting small and
family farms and the Freedom of Information Act.

Martinsville Bulletin: Two television stations this week withdrew
offers to produce and broadcast debates after the campaigns of
U.S. Rep. Tom Perriello, D-Albemarle County, and his Republican
challenger, state Sen. Robert Hurt of Chatham, could not agree on
terms of the debates, station executives said Wednesday.

Daily News Record: Some voters responded with anger, frustration
or suspicion during the first hour of the special election for the 26th
House District in June when a programming error temporarily shut
down electronic registration books at Harrisburg polling
precincts. Generally, though, voters were civil, patient and
understanding during the disruption. Those were some of the
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findings from the responses to a survey of election officers
conducted by the Harrisonburg Electoral Board. On Wednesday,
the board reviewed the surveys as part of its continuing critique of
how the special election was carried out.

Herald Courier: A new volunteer center is open in the Mountain
Empire, and it’s at your fingertips. United Way of Russell and
Washington Counties announced the opening Wednesday of the
Web-based volunteer center, which uses the Internet to connect
local nonprofit agencies with would-be volunteers.

Northern Virginia Daily: The Clarke County School Board has
asked a federal judge to toss out a Berryville man's lawsuit alleging
a civil rights violation weeks before a jury trial. But the plaintiff,
Kenneth Liggins, said Wednesday he plans to counter the
defendants' motion for summary judgment filed in U.S. District
Court in Harrisonburg on Friday. Liggins claims in his lawsuit that
the School Board and its chairwoman, Robina Bouffault, violated
his civil rights when she told him to stop speaking during the
public comment portion of a meeting in April 2008.

National Stories

The U.S. Marshals Service is confirming that it has stored more than 35,000 "whole body"
images of people who had entered a U.S. courthouse in Orlando, Florida. The images
captured by millimeter wave technology are more ghost-like and far less detailed than those
produced by "backscatter" machines commonly used by the Transportation Security
Administration at airports nationwide. But the Electronic Privacy Information Center, a
privacy rights group that obtained the Marshals Service photos, said the disclosure shows
that body imaging machines can store intrusive images of people's bodies and that the
federal government will store images in the absence of strong judicial or legislative
restraints.
CNN

Anthony Graber, a Maryland Air National Guard staff sergeant, faces up to 16 years in
prison. His crime? He videotaped his March encounter with a state trooper who pulled him
over for speeding on a motorcycle. Then Graber put the video — which could put the
officer in a bad light — up on YouTube. It doesn't sound like much. But Graber is not the
only person being slapped down by the long arm of the law for the simple act of
videotaping the police in a public place. Prosecutors across the U.S. claim the videotaping
violates wiretap laws — a stretch, to put it mildly.
TIME Magazine
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A plaintiff who fails to make out a claim of intentional infliction of emotional distress based
on anonymous, offensive e-mails can't compel the sender's Internet service provider to
reveal his or her identity, a New Jersey appeals court held Tuesday in a published opinion.
The ruling instructs how e-mails fit into the contours of the decade-old precedent that
allowed for unmasking anonymous posters of injurious comments on the Web if certain
tests are met.
New Jersey Law Journal
Read the opinion

In the wake of the pay scandal in the California city of Bell, state Controller John Chiang
has ordered cities and counties to report to him the salaries of elected officials and
public employees, such as city managers. Chiang said in a news release that posting this
information on the controller's website "will make sure that excessive pay is no longer able
to escape public scrutiny and accountability.
Sacramento Bee

Like it or not — and many in the Obama administration don't — Real ID is coming to a
driver's license near you.
Washington Times

A letter from the Utah Department of Workforce Services sheds new light on the genesis of
“the list” of 1,300 purportedly undocumented immigrants and the role two state employees
allegedly played in compiling and distributing the data. A termination letter from the
deputy director of the Department of Workforce Services alleges that the terminated
employee knew that a co-worker had the intent to distribute private information. The
referenced co-worker intends on appealing her termination.
Salt Lake Tribune
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Editorials/Columns

News & Advance: So does the Lynchburg Tea Party
really have a hidden agenda, as some have suggested?
That’s the inevitable conclusion one reaches after reading
last week’s story that tea party members will meet
Thursday behind closed doors with two Republican
candidates running for Congress. The media, with all its
clumsy recording devices such as notebooks and a
pen, have been excluded from the monthly meeting.

Register & Bee: The Lynchburg Tea Party is certainly
welcome to hold any type of gathering it wants to, but
this kind of event — closed off from the public and the
press — is a huge mistake for Hurt.
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Star-Exponent: While feverish tea partiers,
constitutionalists and the GOP faithful fawn over the
barrister for what he’s done in his term thus far, perhaps
more important is what Cuccinelli recently undid. The
headline this time was that he’s giving $55,500 in
campaign funds to veterans’ charities around the state.
That would be a kind act in and of itself. But it becomes
more honorable considering the source of the dough.

Los Angeles Times: For years, members of Congress have
tied themselves in knots trying to figure out how to pass a
"shield law" that allows journalists to protect the
identities of sources without giving anything to journalists
whom those same members do not like or appreciate.
Lawmakers recognize the value of protecting sources
when they disclose the Pentagon Papers or details about
Watergate, but they're less keen on those who reveal
corporate secrets or classified documents about wars they
support. Now, with a shield law poised for approval, the
WikiLeaks disclosures of classified material from
Afghanistan have reinforced the timidity that has
delayed this legislation for too long.
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Subject: Transparency News 8/6/10: cameras in court; cities don't have speech rights; FOIA
loopholes
From: "Megan Rhyne" <Megan_Rhyne@mail.vresp.com>
Date: Fri, 06 Aug 2010 14:22:26 +0000
To: calindstrom@verizon.net

Friday, August 6, 2010

State and Local stories

If you previously submitted a nomination for an FOI Hero
award, please RESUBMIT that nomination by Aug. 15 --
computer problems resulted in loss of prior nominations.
Click here for more details and online and printable
nomination forms.

Times-Dispatch: Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli has
asked the U.S. District Court in Richmond to dismiss a lawsuit
brought by four Spotsylvania County men against the State Board
of Elections. The elections board denied Herb Lux a place on the
ballot in the 7th District congressional race, saying he had not
properly gathered the 1,000 signatures required to qualify as a
candidate. Lux and three others said the board violated their
rights to free speech and freedom of association by rejecting his
candidacy.

Washington Post: The chairman of the Prince William Board of
County Supervisors has asked Congress to subpoena certain
Immigration and Customs Enforcement records that he thinks
will outrage the general public and make the Obama
administration take a closer look at immigration reform.

Roanoke Times: Ohio authorities have issued a nationwide
arrest warrant for the director of a suspect veterans charity
organization that also is under investigation in Virginia, alleging
that the man used a stolen identity to execute an apparent
fundraising scam.

Free Lance-Star: A judge said no yesterday to cameras in the
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courtroom at the trial of Brenda Lee Canosa, who is accused of
killing her estranged husband, an Orange County Sheriff's
investigator.

Daily Progress: Brian Wheeler has resigned from the Albemarle
County School Board — effective immediately. Wheeler turned
his resignation letter in to school leaders Thursday afternoon,
saying he wants to spend more time with family, in addition to
focusing on his role as executive director of local nonprofit news
organization Charlottesville Tomorrow.

National Stories

A federal judge ruled last week that a group of Texas cities cannot take part in a legal effort
to overturn the state's open meetings law because cities have no guarantee of free speech
and therefore cannot challenge the constitutionality of the law alongside 17 public officials.
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press

A bipartisan group of senators has introduced legislation designed to make regulation of
financial companies more transparent — and to close a major loophole in the sweeping
financial overhaul enacted last month.
The Associated Press

Cities facing steep budget shortfalls and populist anger over administrative salaries may
want to look to Minnesota. The state’s unique transparency law, which  requires cities and
counties with 15,000 or more people to notify residents of the positions and salaries of
its three highest paid employees, can mitigate pay scandalslike those in Bell, California,
experts say, and keep citizens appraised on spending.
Statehouse News

U.S. officials called off closed-door talks with lobbyists aimed at reaching a compromise
on ways to regulate Internet traffic, saying they couldn't reach a solution.
Wall Street Journal

The U.S. Defense Department on Thursday formally demanded that Wikileaks return all
military records that it possesses, saying they are the "property of the U.S. government."
CNET News

Aviation lawyer Arthur Alan Wolk learned something new about the blogosphere when a
Pennsylvania federal judge tossed out his libel suit against the bloggers at
Overlawyered.com. As the judge sees it, a blog is legally the same as any other "mass
media," meaning any libel suit filed against a blog must make its way to court within one
year. Wolk's lawyers had argued that the "discovery rule" should apply to toll the statute of
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limitations until the target of an allegedly libelous blog entry discovers it.
The Legal Intelligencer

Judge Hilleri G. Merritt approved a written request by Los Angeles Times photographer Al
Seib to take pictures of murder suspect Alberd Tersargyan at his arraignment. During the
hearing, though, the judge told Seib to immediately stop taking pictures and ordered him
not to publish what he had already taken.
Los Angeles Times

A federal grand jury has indicted one-time superlobbyist Paul Magliocchetti on charges of
making hundreds of thousands of dollars in illegal campaign contributions through
straw donors to favored members of Congress.
Washington Times

California Democratic gubernatorial candidate Jerry Brown travels occasionally in a
turboprop airplane operated by the state attorney general's office, despite promoting his
use of commercial flights and his criticism of Republican rival Meg Whitman for traveling
in chartered jets. Records reviewed Thursday by the Associated Press show the plane has
been used in at least 20 flights in nine days over the last year. Some of the Beechcraft Super
King Air 200's flights coincide with the locations of official events Mr. Brown attended as
attorney general.
Washington Times
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Roger Chesley, Virginian-Pilot: I don't expect local
officials to make my life easy when I'm trying to collect
information. It's my job to dig that stuff out. I also don't
expect them to twist the law to keep details about the
public's business from the public. The state's Freedom of
Information Act gives authorities too many loopholes.
Time after time, Virginians are deprived from learning
about what's going on with their leaders and in their
communities.
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no name
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State and Local stories

If you previously submitted a nomination for an FOI Hero
award, please RESUBMIT that nomination by Aug. 15 --
computer problems resulted in loss of prior nominations.
Click here for more details and online and printable nomination
forms.

Washington Post: The "debate over debates" is in full swing in
Virginia's congressional contests, with Republican and Democratic
hopefuls squabbling over how often and with whom they should
square off in public.

Daily Progress: The University of Virginia will now ask its students if
they have been arrested or convicted of a crime — and face a
potential honor code violation if they are not truthful.

Times-Dispatch: Northern Virginia information-technology companies
will help Arlington National Cemetery sort out bungled burial
records, nudging it from index cards to computers. Sen. Mark R.
Warner, D-Va., and Bobbie Kilberg, president of the Northern
Virginia Technology Council, said 15 firms would assist the cemetery
for free.

Daily Press: The city of Hampton is considering changing a new
ordinance banning street solicitations that was facing a potential
legal challenge from the American Civil Liberties Union. The ACLU
said the ordinance adopted by the Hampton City Council last month
conflicted with First Amendment rights of freedom of speech and
assembly because it applied to sidewalks as well as roadways.
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Roanoke Times: The Roanoke Electoral Board wants to move some of
its precincts, but the Voting Rights Act makes that costly.

Virginian-Pilot: Students will have the option of renting textbooks
instead of buying them in the fall at ODU, TCC and Regent
University. "It's beautiful," says a Chesapeake mother with a son at
TCC.

Daily Press: It's one of the most common reasons police departments
and prosecutor's offices give in denying public access to their records.
"That's part of a criminal investigative file," they'll say. The criminal
investigations exemption — allowed under the Virginia Freedom of
Information Act — is used broadly around the state to deny access to
police and prosecution files. The law's language allows officials to
withhold "complaints, memoranda, correspondence, case files or
reports, witness statements, and evidence relating to an investigation
or prosecution." And the exemption isn't merely for active cases, but
pertains to cases long after they're over. So even if your case is
dismissed, or you've already served your prison time, you still usually
can't see the case file. The exemption is also often used to deny public
access to full police reports.

CNN: Activists rallied outside the Marine Corps base at Quantico,
Virginia, Sunday to applaud the man military officials suspect
leaked scores of military documents to the WikiLeaks website -- a
22-year-old Army private named Bradley Manning.

Free Lance-Star: Getting information on a Fredericksburg
property--from ownership to its tax assessment to what the lot looked
like as far back as 2002--just got a lot easier. The city has launched a
new geographic information system, or GIS, website at
gis.fredericksburgva.gov. The site has been in the works since
February, when the city contracted with Richmond-based WorldView
Solutions and embarked on a project to convert all of Fredericksburg's
old paper maps into an electronic database that can now be updated
and enhanced as new data become available.

Times-Dispatch: To boost private support for Richmond Public
Schools, the division's nonprofit education foundation has hired its
first executive director.

Times-Dispatch: Del. Joseph D. Morrissey, D-Henrico, a former
defense lawyer and Richmond's elected commonwealth's attorney
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from 1990 to 1994, is asking the Virginia Supreme Court to reinstate
his law license, revoked in 2003.

National Stories

A watchdog Web site on Sunday evening spotted an unusual feature of the legislation,
which the Senate approved by a 61-to-39 vote last week. It doesn't actually have a name.
Congress' official Web site calls it the "______Act of____" (PDF). Elsewhere, it's referred
to as the "XXXXXX Act of XXXX."
CNET News

Enter the 2010 political tracker, whose mission is to catch every word a candidate utters so
a rival can respond rapidly to his or her claims. "Tracking has become such a big part of
campaigns. Speed is everything. The faster you can turn around information from an event
and push back … the better off you're going to be," said Julie Soderlund, a spokeswoman
for Republican U.S. Senate nominee Carly Fiorina. "Modern campaigns who don't do that
are really living in the dark ages." The Holy Grail for trackers is to capture a "gotcha"
moment. One of the most famous occurred in 1996, when U.S. Sen. George Allen, a
Virginia Republican, called an Indian American tracker "macaca," a racial slur that helped
sink his reelection bid. Such foot-in- mouth incidents are now routinely referred to as
"macaca moments."
Los Angeles Times

The chairman of the Federal Communications Commission said that he believed it was
"unacceptable" for Internet service providers to offer faster Internet transmission to
content providers willing to pay higher fees. His remarks came in response to press reports
that Google and Verizon were nearing an agreement about broadband management that
could clear the way for Verizon to consider offering such a service. The two companies
declined to comment on any potential deal.
New York Times
The Net Neutrality Spat Explained
ProPublica
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Editorials/Columns

Virginian-Pilot: If government wants to hide things, it
has plenty of ways to do so. It can stall. It can invoke
elastic exemptions to state open records laws. It can
avoid putting things in writing. It can order employees
not to talk to reporters. It can even pretend documents
don't exist and dare people to prove otherwise.
Underlying any and all of those dodges is the perverse
principle that government has the right to deny
information about its work to the people it serves.
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Unfortunately, under Virginia law, government can. And
does.

Times-Dispatch: The Byrd Organization that dominated
Virginia politics for much of the 20th century drew its
strength from the commonwealth's courthouses. The
organization's demise coincided with the growth of the
state's suburbs. A list of Virginia's governors reflects
demographic trends.

Virginian-Pilot: Americans may argue about what
liberties are protected in our founding documents, but
on this, most people will agree: Fundamental freedoms
should not be subject to a popular vote.

Martinsville Bulletin: Fifth District House candidates
Tom Perriello and Robert Hurt have robbed district
voters of a chance to see them square off on the issues
because of their petty differences over debate rules.
News & Advance: Voters have a stark choice … Hurt
and Perriello are strong, well-spoken advocates of their
respective political philosophies. With each of them, you
know exactly where they stand. Which makes the
campaign efforts they’ve been running thus far rather
exasperating. One thing they’re not doing is standing in
the public square, participating in televised,
district-wide debates to speak to voters as to where they
stand on the issues of the day. Why? Because they can’t
agree on whether Clark belongs on stage with them.

Washington Post: THE JUSTICE Department is arguing
for changes to the law that governs the kind of
information it may demand -- without a warrant -- from
Internet service providers (ISPs). The move is a sensible
one that is meant to clarify a legal ambiguity. But the fix
must be narrowly tailored to guard against expansion of
the government's power to seize all manner of
Internet data without court authorization.
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Subject: Transparency News 8/10/10: more on iPads; Guantanamo seal; Project Vigilant
From: "Megan Rhyne" <Megan_Rhyne@mail.vresp.com>
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State and Local stories

If you previously submitted a nomination for an FOI Hero
award, please RESUBMIT that nomination by Aug. 15 --
computer problems resulted in loss of prior nominations.
Click here for more details and online and printable
nomination forms.

Washington Post: Corey A. Stewart, chairman of the Prince William
Board of County Supervisors, said Immigration and Customs
Enforcement officials have agreed to turn over all the information
he asked for after a nun was killed last week in a car crash in which
an illegal immigrant was suspected of driving the second car.

Roanoke Times: Christiansburg leaders will hold a special meeting
at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday in hopes of clearing the air on concerns two
council members have over former Town Manager Lance Terpenny's
severance. Councilman Henry Showalter requested the special
meeting Friday on behalf of Councilwoman Ann Carter, saying that
certain terms of Terpenny's severance weren't disclosed and
require explanation. "We certainly were not aware of this kind of
money" when voting to approve the severance, Carter said Monday.
Terpenny could receive more than $290,000 in benefits from the
town over the next decade, according to details of the package
released last week.

USA Today: Soon after Hampton, Va., Mayor Molly Ward bought
an iPad for her personal use last spring, she started thinking of an
application of her own — one that might save her town both paper
and money. Hampton joins a growing number of municipalities —
from Williamsburg, Va., to Albertville, Ala., to Redwood City,
Calif. — that are turning to iPads to conduct government
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business. The move that is helping cash-strapped municipalities trim
expenses is also raising concerns with government transparency
advocates. Megan Rhyne of the Virginia Coalition for Open
Government says iPads make it easier for council members to e-mail,
text or chat during a meeting without those conversations becoming
part of the public record.

National Stories

A U.S. military judge has ordered that a plea agreement capping the sentence of an Osama
bin Laden aide be sealed, shrouding in secrecy the first Guantanamo conviction under
President Obama. The judge, Air Force Lt. Col. Nancy Paul, said the deal limiting how
much more time detainee Ibrahim Ahmed Mahmoud al-Qosi spends in confinement will not
be revealed until after his release. The sealing of the sentence is a first for the military
commissions system, which the Obama administration has pledged to make more
transparent.
The Associated Press

Cities across Texas are starting to open their books to the public by posting their check
registers online. Open government advocates applaud the trend, though they note that in
many cases the way the information is provided makes it difficult for the public to scour the
books. "It is still too early to tell the effectiveness because it's so new," said Keith Elkins,
executive director of the Freedom of Information Foundation of Texas. "To see governments
embracing putting check register information online, that's a good thing."
Dallas Morning News

Another lawmaker has joined the chorus of those calling for changes to the new financial
regulatory reform law that provides Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) exemptions for the
Securities and Exchange Commission.  In a letter, Rep. Darrell Issa (R-Calif.) asked the
SEC to provide documents and clarify the agency's responsibilities under FOIA.
The Hill

If the eyes are the window to the soul, then facial-recognition technology might be regarded
as the soul's window cleaner — at least by state officials nationwide who are increasingly
using it to catch identity thieves and other fraudsters trying to get driver's licenses.
Washington Times

High-level officials within the Maricopa County Sheriff's Office have used county-issued
credit cards to make expensive purchases with little scrutiny, while street deputies have
been held accountable to the penny for items bought to do their jobs, a review of
thousands of credit-card records by The Arizona Republic has found.
The Arizona Republic

Transparency News 8/10/10: more on iPads; Guantanamo seal; Project ...

2 of 5 8/12/2010 12:34 PM



The National Archives keeps watch over 10 billion historical records. And its treasure
hunting team keeps watch over collector shows and EBay for the scraps of valuable
history that have been stolen.
Los Angeles Times

In the last week or so, descriptions of a secretive group called Project Vigilant have
vacillated between dubbing it a hoax and proclaiming it to be the next big threat to  Internet
privacy. Neither is quite accurate. Highlighting Project Vigilant's role in outing an alleged
Wikileaks source, a Salon.com column warned that the organization's members have
"extensive, sophisticated expertise in compiling highly invasive data about individuals'
Internet activities." It's been labeled a "shadowy spy group" that's "building dossiers" for the
Feds. To security maven Richard Bejtlich, however, Project Vigilant is nothing but a mere
"publicity stunt." The facts paint a bit different and perhaps less intriguing portrait. It's
probably best described as a grand, if somewhat clandestine, idea for how to identify
and fingerprint computer-based attacks by enlisting the help of Internet service
providers. At the moment, Project Vigilant has scant funding and no paid staff.
CNET News

Round three of the United States versus Harold Turner, the Internet shock jock charged
with threatening to kill three federal appeals court judges, begins this morning in
Brooklyn federal court. Turner was arrested last June after writing on his blog that three 7th
Circuit judges "deserve to be killed" over a ruling that upheld handgun bans in Chicago and
Oak Park, Ill. The first two trials in the case ended in mistrials -- but much has changed in
the five months since Turner II.
New York Law Journal

Google and Verizon introduced a proposal for how Internet service should be regulated
— and were immediately criticized by groups that favor keeping the network as open as
possible. According to the proposal, Internet service providers would not be able to block
producers of online content or offer them a paid “fast lane.”
New York Times
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Washington Post: Many of the errors [at Arlington
National Cemetery] stem from an excruciatingly
outdated system in which records are still kept on cards
and maps are updated by hand, resulting in discrepancies
between the maps that visitors to the cemetery consult to
visit the graves of their loved ones and the maps that
cemetery workers use to determine open slots for burial.
The remedy for this is simple, and the technology for

Transparency News 8/10/10: more on iPads; Guantanamo seal; Project ...

3 of 5 8/12/2010 12:34 PM



maintaining digital records already exists in the private
sector. Instead of reinventing the wheel, as cemetery
officials initially planned, needlessly demanding that a
special "Total Cemetery Management System" be built
from scratch, the cemetery should use available
technology to make its records manageable -- and sooner
rather than later. Virginia high-tech companies have
already volunteered their assistance.

Virginian-Pilot: A group of technology experts has agreed
to coordinate cleanup of the disgraceful record-keeping at
the nation's most hallowed cemetery - a laudable act of
charity by more than a dozen private companies that
should help restore confidence in the accuracy of
records for more than 300,000 graves.

Roanoke Times: The latest turn in the increasingly bizarre
U.S. Navy Veterans Association saga should make no
one feel good about Virginia's legislative process. Let's
go back to the very beginning of this story, at least in
Virginia. As The Roanoke Times' Dan Casey and Michael
Sluss revealed in a May news article, the man known as
Bobby Thompson made several contributions to Virginia
politicians in 2009. Then during the 2010 General
Assembly session, a Washington, D.C., lobbyist
representing Thompson approached those legislators to
see about changing the state law regarding which charities
must register with the state before soliciting money. For
some reason, U.S. Navy Vets didn't want to register.

Maggie Chambers, Times-Dispatch: When I tried to
explain to my friends what exactly I was doing this
summer, they dismissed it as me being a nerd again -- after
all, what kind of person would choose to spend two
weeks at what was known as "government boot camp"?
Well, me. And believe me, the Sorensen Institute High
School Leaders Program was so much more than that.

Marc Thiessen, Washington Post: It may be impossible to
fully recover from this leak. But to mitigate the damage,
the Obama administration must, at a minimum, show that
the United States is taking action to ensure that such
catastrophic disclosures are not repeated. Assange has
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threatened to release another 15,000 even more sensitive
classified documents. If he is allowed to do so, the
message will go forth from Kabul to Peshawar to Aden
and beyond that America is powerless to protect those
who help us.
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State and Local stories

If you previously submitted a nomination for an FOI Hero
award, please RESUBMIT that nomination by Aug. 15 --
computer problems resulted in loss of prior nominations.
Click here for more details and online and printable
nomination forms.

Washington Post: A computer glitch caused problems at all 74
Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles offices across the state
Monday. Hundreds of people who came into receive a new license
or renew a license were turned away between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m.
Other transactions, such as decals or titles, were processed
normally throughout the day.

Washington Post: Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli
recently joined other state politicians in donating campaign
contributions he received from the Florida director of a
questionable veterans charity--leaving only Del. Tom Gear
(R-Hampton) among officials who have not yet relinquished
donations from the man.

Times-Dispatch: The University of Virginia, which last week
announced a new procedure to ensure that students report
whether they've been arrested, will ask other schools to join a
voluntary system of letting one another know about serious
incidents on their campuses.

Free Lance-Star: Westmoreland First District Supervisor Darryl E.
Fisher explained that he wasn't dead. "This is me, the original
Darryl, alive and well," he said. Fisher said the explanation was

sunSmallAlpha
It's not too early to start
thinking about VCOG's
annual conference, Oct.
21-22, in Richmond.
Stay tuned for details.

FOIA how-to videos on
VCOG's YouTube
Channel

Become a fan of VCOG
on Facebook.

Transparency News 8/11/10: sharing arrest data; not dead; libel tourism...

1 of 5 8/12/2010 12:09 PM



required because of a posting Saturday on "Facebook or
MySpace, or someplace like that, that I had demised." "It said I
had died of a massive heart attack. My daughter called me in a
panic at 8:30 a.m., wanting to know what hospital I had died in,"
he said. "The phone rang all day long," said Fisher, an undertaker.
"Other funeral directors wanted to know who had the body."

National Stories

A California state appellate court has ordered a judge to rescind her order banning a
newspaper from publishing photographs taken of a murder defendant, unless she can
demonstrate a compelling reason why the pictures should not be printed.
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press

The D.C Fraternal Order of Police, which is backing Vincent C. Gray in the mayor's race,
filed suit Tuesday against Mayor Adrian M. Fenty's administration for its alleged failure to
respond to an information request about how the city police department works with
Peaceoholics. In the suit, filed in D.C. Superior Court, the FOP seeks judicial relief because
it alleges the administration "has delayed its response" to an information act request filed
last month.
Washington Post

Detroit officials say they won't release 911 records in the shooting death of a city police
officer because the records could taint potential jurors. The Detroit News reports the city's
assistant corporation counsel, Ellen Ha, said releasing the information could cause
"widespread publicity" and taint a jury pool.
UPI

The owner of an internet service provider who mounted a high-profile court challenge to a
secret FBI records demand has finally been partially released from a 6-year-old gag order
that forced him to keep his role in the case a secret from even his closest friends and family.
He can now identify himself and discuss the case, although he still can’t reveal what
information the FBI sought.
Wired

A Delaware bankruptcy judge has rejected Washington Mutual's attempt to get personal
financial information from shareholders who are demanding an annual company meeting.
The Associated Press

President Barack Obama Tuesday signed into law bipartisan legislation aimed at protecting
authors and journalists from libel lawsuits filed abroad.
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press
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Los Angeles County Sheriff Lee Baca said through a spokesman Monday that he was
refusing to release eight boxes of records regarding former Times columnist and KMEX-TV
News Director Ruben Salazar, who was killed by a deputy in 1970. The Times filed a
California Public Records Act request with the department in March seeking records that
might shed light on the circumstances involving Salazar's slaying, which left an open wound
that has yet to heal 40 years later. Baca’s spokesman said Baca "has nothing to hide"
regarding Salazar's slaying but was not releasing the documents because to do so could set
a bad legal precedent regarding law enforcement records that are generally confidential.
Los Angeles Times

Tea party groups and other conservatives asked the Wisconsin Supreme Court to strike
down new political disclosure requirements, marking the third time the state has been
sued over the issue since the rules went into effect Aug. 1. The new rules require groups
that praise or criticize political candidates before an election to disclose where they get
their money and how they spend it.
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Rick Scott, the Republican front-runner for Florida governor, said Thursday that a video
deposition he gave in a lawsuit over a healthcare company is none of the public's
business. ``It's a private matter and I will not release the deposition,'' Scott said.
Miami Herald

Become a
VCOG member
today!globe1_bottom_left.gif

Editorials/Columns

Kerry Dougherty, Virginian-Pilot: A local POLITICO
once told me that most Virginia constitutional officers are
elected for life. Great when your guy is in office. Terrible
when the seat is held by the opposition. There's only one
surefire way to unseat an incumbent, he said. A
scandal. In Norfolk, it appears those political prayers are
being answered. We're talking about Commissioner of the
Revenue Sharon McDonald, of course. The storm clouds
hanging over her operation keep growing.

Daily Progress: The University of Virginia is making itself
unmistakably clear: Students are required by the honor
code to report if they have been arrested or convicted of a
crime. And the university will keep reminding them of
that.

Star-Exponent: On July 30, the Star-Exponent published
an extensive story by The Associated Press shedding light
on a little-known clandestine operation that helped form
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America’s global espionage and intelligence-gathering
network. The cool thing is that the World War II- and
Cold War-era top-secret spy ring — called The Pond —
had ties to Culpeper County. Fifty-five years after it was
dissolved, we know this because tens of thousands of
once-classified documents were accidentally found in a
barn on the Longlea estate off U.S. 522 near the
Rappahannock County line. This straight-out-of-
Hollywood discovery happened in 2001, and only
recently was the AP able to obtain the records through the
Freedom of Information Act. Fascinating revelations about
The Pond provide a glimpse into one of Culpeper’s most
mysterious places, making us wonder what kind of
intrigue occurred behind closed doors all those years at
Longlea.

Houston Chronicle: The bill would eliminate the so-called
sunshine exemptions for certain records provided to the
SEC under the new law. It also would clarify that hedge
funds and other new entities regulated by the SEC under
the reforms will be considered "financial institutions."
Timely action in this vein is widely recognized as a
necessary part of the process of honing the landmark
legislation to do as intended: prevent a repeat of the
ethical and financial disaster on Wall Street the nation
has recently endured. We urge swift adoption of these
well calibrated adjustments.
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Subject: Transparency News 8/12/10: civility policy; campaign ad rule retreat; Summer of
Bell
From: "Megan Rhyne" <Megan_Rhyne@mail.vresp.com>
Date: Thu, 12 Aug 2010 12:46:24 +0000
To: calindstrom@verizon.net

Thursday, August 12, 2010

State and Local stories

If you previously submitted a nomination for an FOI Hero
award, please RESUBMIT that nomination by Aug. 15 --
computer problems resulted in loss of prior nominations.
Click here for more details and online and printable nomination
forms.

Daily Press: An uptick in confrontations between parents and
teachers and school administrators has led Gloucester school
officials to explore crafting a "civility policy." In a presentation to
the Gloucester School Board Tuesday night, teacher and Gloucester
Education Association representative Carolyn Molly said a civility
policy would set a standard of behavior for parent and teacher
conferences, phone calls, e-mails and other interaction. In addition,
it would provide school employees with appropriate responses to
"potentially uncivil situations," she said. A civility policy would also
empower school employees to terminate encounters with parents or
others that become uncivil or abusive and would improve employee
morale by validating their concerns, she said.

News & Messenger: Del. L. Scott Lingamfelter, R-31st, is pushing to
ensure that registrars across the commonwealth get absentee ballots
to military men and women overseas on time. In 2008, some
Virginians serving overseas got their ballots too late to get them back
in time to be counted.

Free Lance-Star: As the new yearbook adviser and journalism
teacher at Massaponax High School, Justin Toney isn't concerned
about repeating the mistakes of his predecessor. He said his chief
concern is maintaining the level of success of the school's
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newspaper. Toney, who was approved by the School Board
Monday night, said he isn't worried Massaponax will wind up with
another yearbook that attracts attention for inappropriate content.
"Obviously, something like that cannot happen again," he said this
week. The school's last yearbook adviser resigned in June after the
2010 annual was recalled because of disturbing "confessions" and
sexual innuendo laced throughout the publication.

Daily Progress: Although GOP challenger Robert Hurt chose not to
attend, U.S. Rep. Tom Perriello, D-Ivy, and independent candidate
Jeff Clark faced off Wednesday in Charlottesville in the first debate
of the 5th District’s congressional campaign.

National Stories

The CIA responded adequately to Freedom of Information Act requests on the
detention and interrogation of terrorism suspects, a federal judge has ruled. With one
exception, the judge upheld the refusal to release documents sought in four different FOIA
requests made by Amnesty International, the Center for Constitutional Rights and
Washington Square Legal Services Inc. The organizations had hoped the documents would
shed light on secret rendition and alleged physical abuse through techniques such as
waterboarding.
New York Law Journal

At the request of the town manager, the Barrington, R.I., police chief is investigating a
“potentially threatening” comment about the manager that was recently posted on a local
newspaper’s Web site. Police Chief John LaCross confirmed that he has asked the
Barrington Times for the Internet protocol (IP) address of the commenter. LaCross said
Town Manager Peter DeAngelis brought the comment to his attention on Friday and asked
him to look into it. The comment, which was posted on the Times’ website, said, in part:
“Oh well, Peter (DeAngelis), we know you will be at the Holy Angels Church Festival in a
couple of weeks....You better check what is in that meatball sandwich you are eating.
You’re making alot [sic] of enemies...”
Providence Journal

A Los Angeles journalist who was accused of leaking confidential court documents from
his lawsuit against YouTube has abandoned his suit and has agreed to pay $20,000 to the
video-sharing site. Bob Tur, the chopper-piloting broadcast journalist whose company filed
a 2006 lawsuit alleging copyright violations, agreed to drop out of the current suit and not
file the same one again later.
CNET News

California's corrections department has created a website to warn the public when
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paroled sex offenders flee from supervision. The website lets the public sign up for
e-mailed alerts when parolees are added to the list. The notices include the names,
descriptions and photographs of missing parolees, as well as the county where they were
living. Gov. Schwarzenegger ordered corrections officials to publicize runaway sex-offender
parolees in response to recent attacks in which parolees had discarded the GPS ankle
bracelets that track their movements.
Sacramento Bee

Wisconsin capitulated Tuesday in a lawsuit over new rules regulating campaign-style
ads, agreeing that key aspects of them, including making public who paid for them in many
cases, should not be enforced. The Government Accountability Board - a panel of six
retired judges in charge of running state elections - has been the subject of three lawsuits in
the 10 days since the rules took effect. Tuesday's development likely brings one of those
cases to an end, but the other two will continue, at least for now. The lawsuits were
brought by nearly a dozen groups from across the political spectrum in two federal courts
and the state Supreme Court. They said the rules violated their First Amendment right to
free speech.
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

A California appeals court delays a ruling on whether to allow a prior restraint on the
Los Angeles Times. The move leaves intact a lower-court decision prohibiting the paper
from publishing photos of a quadruple-murder defendant lawfully taken in the courtroom --
with the judge's permission.
Wired

Become a
VCOG member
today!globe1_bottom_left.gif

Editorials/Columns

Daily Progress: We’d bet we know what the answer
would be if you were, say, a hairdresser or home
inspector. You’d probably never get your license back
if you’d done the things that Del. Joseph D. Morrissey
has done.

James Rainey, Los Angeles Times: We’re living through
the Summer of Bell. The Tony Soprano-sized venality of
officials in the small L.A. County city is so brazen that
it's got Americans buzzing and journalists asking how
much officials in other cities get paid. From South
Bend, Ind., to Rancho Cucamonga, public records
requests have been made. Stories have been published.
And citizens know a bit more about who's getting what
for keeping the buses, police and basketball rec leagues
running on time.
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Los Angeles Times: Forty years of obfuscation about
the suspicious death of Times journalist Ruben Salazar is
long enough. Los Angeles County Sheriff Lee Baca owes
it to the people of L.A., and proponents of civil rights
everywhere, to release department records that have
been sealed since the crusading columnist's slaying by a
deputy on Aug. 29, 1970.
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Subject: Transparency News 8/13/10: bankruptcy sealing; court rulings; dry erase matrix
From: "Megan Rhyne" <Megan_Rhyne@mail.vresp.com>
Date: Fri, 13 Aug 2010 13:45:26 +0000
To: calindstrom@verizon.net

Friday, August 13, 2010

State and Local stories

please RESUBMIT that
nominaon by Aug. 15 -- computer problems resulted in loss of prior nominaons .
Click here for more details and online and printable nominaon for ms .

Daily Press
today because of a City Council decision to nix paper agendas in favor of Apple iPads as a money-

ernment,
accompanied Tul e in the CNN interview.

Roanoke Times: Virginia Tech will follow the lead of the University of Virginia in strengthening the
procedures through which students are to disclose run-ins with police, Tech officials said this
week.

South Hill Enterprise: Personal comments from members of the Chase City Town Council and local
residents were voiced regarding specific acons  demo ns trat ed dur ing a pr evi ous l y hel d  July
Council meeng.  “I  don’ t feel  like I need to apol ogi ze for  anyt hi ng that  I sai d last  month,” Vice
Mayor Lisa Gillispie responded. “From the response that I got it was needed to be said from a lot
of people. I’m sorry if I upset you but you didn’t know what was going on because you haven’t
been here in the past two or three months. I’m sorry that I offended you and I’m sorry if I offended
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anybody else but it had to be said and I will not apologize.”

Naonal  St or i es

A U.S. bankruptcy judge agreed to seal a file released by web services company Qtask that Rothstein Rosenfeldt Adler's
bankruptcy trustee said contained privileged work product as well as passwords and logons to the system. The info was posted
on PACER, the court's document system.
Daily Business Review

A Pennsylvania school district violated the state’s open meengs law last year  wh en it held a meeng wi th loc al  bus i ness
owners
Reporters Commiee for  Fr eedom of  the Pr ess

The Nebraska Supreme Court last Friday unanimously upheld a lower court ruling that city officials did not violate state open
.

Reporters Commiee for  Fr eedom of  the Pr ess

The U.S. State Department has denied asking other countries to open criminal invesgaons  i nto Wik il eaks  co- f ounder  Jul i an
Assange. "We have not approached any country to encourage them to do anything," Philip Crowley, assistant secretary of state,
told CNET. The main Wikileaks.org Web site is located in Sweden.
CNET News

nology to revamp the government's
200,000-user e-mail systems — a deal that rival Google Inc. wants to stop.
Los Angeles Times

A one-me  thr eat  to pos t an ex- par amo ur ' s nude phot os  onl ine does  not  cons tute har ass ment under New Jersey's domesc
violence law, a state appeals court has ruled in reversing a restraining order. A trial judge had found that the threat, in an e-mail
to the plainff and her  mo t her ,  me t  the defini on of har assmen t .  But  the appeal s cour t  said the defendant's purpose was to get
the plainff to ret ur n hi s cal ls,  not  to har ass her .  He  al so wa nt ed to convi nc e her  m other to recant a statement she made to his
wife.
New Jersey Law Journal
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The third trial of Harold "Hal" Turner, the Internet-radio host charged with threatening to kill three Chicago appeals court
judges, is expected to go to the jury as early as this aer noon.
New York Law Journal

won't remain secret forever, note Michael Calderone
and John Cook. Their names will eventually appear on the White House's periodically updated public database of visitor logs.
The Upshot

The majority of Americans do not favor making affordable high-speed Internet access a government priority, according to a
study released by the Pew Internet & American Life Project. Whether it is due to an -government senme nt ,  a shi ing of
priories  in a tough economi c envi ronme nt  or  the unc er tai n benefit s of  the Int er net , 53 percent of those surveyed said that
expansion should not be ae mp t ed by the gover nme nt  or  it wa s not  an imp or tant  pr ior i ty.
Reuters

Thanks to a Port Corpus Chris commi ee ,  not  even Keanu Reeves wil l be abl e t o figur e  out the matrix. Corpus Chris' s ma t ri x
appeared briefly on a dry-erase board and, according to eyewitnesses, was said to be nearly as complicated as the classic 1999
sci-fi movie featuring Reeves as the intrepid an- her o,  Ne o.  Then, in a few broad strokes of an eraser, the matrix was gone. The
Corpus Chris Cal ler -Ti me s  is cal ling the er asur e a not -so- speci al  effect.  The news pa per's story quesons  wh et her  the por t
commiee ski rted the Texas Publ ic Inf or ma on Act  by dis cuss i ng t he mer i ts of five com panies bidding to buy and redevelop the
port's Naval Staon Ingl es i de pr oper ty,  ranki ng them in a ma t ri x on a dr y- er ase boar d and erasing them during meengs in lat e
July.
Texas Watchdog

Become a
VCOG member
today!

Editorials/Columns

Roanoke Times: Jeffrey Clark’s presence in the 5th District race is, at the least, a nuisance to
Sen. Robert Hurt, who must worry that an independent candidate who describes himself as
conservave thr eat ens  to si phon off Republ ican vot er s.  So Hur t wa nt s to shut  hi m out .
Granted, that's polic s as  us ual . But in an electoral cycle driven by voter anger over polic s
as usual, it can only feed a percepon that  el econ t o Congr ess  i s mor e about  grabbi ng and
holding pars an powe r  than looki ng out  for  the best int er ests of  the peopl e.
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Old Dominion Watchdog: Everyone seems to agree that technology has made government
records more accessible. But could some technologies have the opposite affect [sic]?

: Fih Di stri ct  Hous e candi dat es  Tom Per riel lo and Rober t Hur t have
robbed district voters of a chance to see them square off on the issues because of their pey
differences over debate rules. Come on, gentlemen. Both sides need to show a lil e
statesmanship and reach an agreement to let the debates begin.

South Hill Enterprise: Do you know who picks up your trash? Who cleans up the street ae r  a
storm? Who makes sure the water you flush down your toilet gets cleaned before entering
our water shed? Chances are most of you answered no. I know I don’t know most of those
people, but I’m going to. Because those people, unknown and unsung, are the people who
keep our town funconi ng . The mayor and the town manager and even some of the upper
echelon of town staff get a lot of publicity when things happen in town.

Eric Eversole, Washington Times: Notwithstanding overwhelming evidence in 2008 that
military voters needed at least 45 days to receive and return their absentee ballots, the
Vong Secon of the Civ il  Right s  Div ision s tood by as mor e t han 20 s tates failed to provide
military voters with sufficient me  to vot e . This failure alone cost thousands of military
members the right to vote. Thousands more may suffer the same fate in 2010 despite
congressional efforts to modernize military vote law.

Jim McGrath, Albany Times Union: If New York Senator Joe Griffo’s bill becomes law, the
State Police would only be able to provide handgun permit data about names specifically
requested under New York’s Freedom of Informaon Law.  The lar ger  dat abase itsel f wo u ldn’t
be accessible to broader public inspecon.  That ’ s a vi ol aon of the spi r it of FOI L , at the very
least. The availability of technology is supposed to make it easier, not harder, for the public
to take advantage of the law. The website known as www.whospackingny.com did nothing
wrong
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Subject: Transparency News 8/16/10: debate rage is on; vacancies; opinion
From: "Megan Rhyne" <Megan_Rhyne@mail.vresp.com>
Date: Mon, 16 Aug 2010 13:05:26 +0000
To: calindstrom@verizon.net

Monday, August 16, 2010

State and Local stories

Daily Progress: Voters in the 5th District will apparently have the opportunity to see GOP nominee
Robert Hurt and incumbent U.S. Rep. Tom Perriello face off on television. Hurt issued a statement
Friday agreeing to appear at TV debates with the freshman Democrat, but Hurt did not specify exactly
how many.

Daily Progress: As a GOP candidate for Congress, Robert Hurt has taken a stance squarely against
$150 million

worth of spending items to Virginia’s budget.

Register & Bee white powder found in a suspicious envelope
that Republican congressional candidate Robert Hurt received at his Main Street office in Chatham
Friday, according to law enforcement officials.

Daily Progress
Wheeler’s

the School Board must appoint a replacement or leave the seat vacant. If Wheeler had resigned more
his seat would

n objects to

sunSmallAlpha
VCOG seminar on
making FOIA easier with
bee r  recor ds
management. Sept. 15
at the Library of
Virginia. Download the
registraon for m her e .

VCOG's annual
conference, Oct. 21-22,
in Richmond. Click here
to register.

FOIA how-to videos on
VCOG's YouTube
Channel

Become a fan of VCOG
on Facebook.

Transparency News 8/16/10: debate rage is on; vacancies; opinion

1 of 6 9/10/2010 12:22 PM



Wheeler resigning with too lil e me f or a spec i al elecon t o be held Nov.  2, addi ng  that the decision
of who will fill his seat should have been made by voters, not the School Board.  “This is an elected
office,” Moynihan said. “I feel he’s disenfranchised all of the voters in Albemarle County.” “I certainly
was aware of the consequences of my decision to resign,” Wheeler said, adding that resigning fewer
than 90 days from the general elecon coul d have some  advant ages  for  the school  syst em.

Northern Virginia Daily: The Strasburg Town Council will have a new way of governing in a few months
as it transions  from a thr ee- commi ee  f ormat  to a work session-only structure. At Tuesday night's
meeng,  the counc i l vot ed 7- 1 to sl owl y change over  to the new for ma t ,  wi th onl y Cou ncilman
Richard Orndorff Jr. in opposion.  The counc i l chos e an opon s uggest ed and appr oved by town staff
ae r  the panel  di rected acng Town Man ager  Juds on Rex  to hear  thei r  comme n t s  on c ond ucng
business under more work sessions.

Chronicle of Higher Educaon : When Kevin Morrissey walked to the old coaling tower near the
University of Virginia campus late last month and shot himself in the head, he not only ended his own
life, he exposed turmoil within the small staff of The Virginia Quarterly Review that now threatens the
future of the high-profile journal.

Naonal  St or i es

A New York federal jury has found blogger Harold "Hal" Turner guilty of threatening to kill three 7th Circuit judges. Aer  two
mistrials, the third jury needed only 95 minutes to reach a decision. The jury was so quick to find that Turner's posngs
const ut ed a thr eat  that  the ver di ct  wa s render ed and the jur or s pol led and di smi sse d before reporters or Turner's family could
make it back up to the courtroom.
New York Law Journal

What you see when you open a message in Outlook or Gmail isn't just a snapshot of what someone sent to you. It's a report.
It's generated by an invisible query and built of select fields of informaon cul led from a complex dataset, then presented to
you in an arrangement determined by your e-mail client's capabilies  and us er  seng s . Dude, your e-mails are a database, and
so are mine ... and his ... and hers. Epic.
Law Technology News
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LA teachers union calls for “massive boyco”  of  LA Ti me s .  The uni on pr es i dent  is ups et with Times stories that use student test
scores to esma t e the effecvenes s  of dis tri ct teacher s .  The paper  also plans to publ ish an online database with rangs for  the
more than 6,000 elementary school teachers, which the union has told its members is "an irresponsible, offensive intrusion into
your professional life that will do nothing to improve student learning."
Los Angeles Times

A lawsuit filed in federal court alleges that a group of well-known Web sites, including those owned by Disney, Warner Bros.
Records, and Demand Media, broke the law by secretly tracking the Web movements of their users, including children. The suit
alleges that Clearspring Technologies, a sowa r e comp any that  creat es  wi dget s and al so offers a way to serve ads via widgets, is
at the center of the wrongdoing.
CNET News

Those who are afflicted with chronic condions  ar e less likel y to have Int er net  acces s , but “cyberchondriacs,” those who look
for health informaon onl ine,  ar e an ever -gr owi ng gr oup.
New York Times

Many people are now using Facebook posngs and Twi er  to r epor t  emer genci es or cal l for help -- and they expect government
response agencies to be paying aenon,  according t o a new s urvey.  The Amer i can Red Cross’ “Social Media and Disasters and
Emergencies” survey of 1,058 adults indicates that 18 percent would turn to digital social media if calls to 911 were
unsuccessful.
Federal Computer Week

Sam Blank is among millions of educators who are praised, glorified — and someme s  ve rbally torn to shreds — on websites
where students go to rate their professors. Luckily, he got a stellar rang:  the No .  1 community college professor on the website
RateMyProfessors.com. RateMyProfessors.com, known as RMP, is the front-runner among such sites, with about 1.9 million
unique visitors a month, says comScore, which tracks Web traffic. Owned by MTV's college network, mtvU, RMP lists more than
1 million professors from 6,500 schools in the USA, Canada and England. Other smaller such sites include
KnowYourProfessor.com and ProfessorPerformance.com.
USA Today
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Register & Bee: Robert Hurt has walked a polic al  ght r ope  during his decade in polic s.  He
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has been caught between some const uent s wh o favor  sma l ler  gover nme nt  and ot her s wh o
demanded that he "bring home the bacon." But how will Hurt, if he’s elected to Congress,
deal with those same requests?

Daily Progress:  Mr. Hurt has said all along he will not appear at any debate that features Mr.
Clark. His campaign did not respond to quesons  as to wh y he wa s ski ppi ng thi s debat e, but
in the past he has indicated that he considers Mr. Clark as somehow not a real candidate (the
most recent language is “viable”) and would only debate one-on-one with incumbent Tom
Perriello. Funny. The State Board of Elecons  cons i der s hi m a real  candi dat e,  and doesn’t
concern itself with whether he is viable or not — that, aer  al l, is ul mat ely up t o t he vot ers .
Mr. Clark obtained all the peon s ignat ures requi r ed by l aw t o place him o n t he 5th  District
ballot, and therefore deserves to be treated with some seriousness.

News & Advance: Interviews to fill a vacancy on the Bedford SChool Board were held in
ehind

closed doors, out of the public’s eyes. Here’s how board Chairwoman Debbie Hoback
described the process to The News & Advance on Thursday night: “It was a very difficult
decision. We had excellent applicants who all interviewed well.” Except the public would
never know that for sure. The board’s reason for holding the enr e pr oc ess behi nd cl osed
doors? Well, they said, it’s how we’ve always done things, plus state law says we can. Come
again? “Standard procedure.” “State law.” What are they talking about? This is an elected
body of public officials chosen by the voters of Bedford County. And it’s standard procedure
to fill vacancies with the public shut out of the process?

Roanoke Times: Chrisans bur g Town  Counc i l has fai led its res i dent s.  Wh en counc i l asked
former Town Manager Lance Terpenny to resign last month, it agreed he should receive the
same benefits any other long-term employee would get when rer ing -- pl us  an extra 12
months of salary severance of $128,750. A ridiculously generous package became outrageous
when The Roanoke Times reported the details a week ago. If council members are all to be
believed, none of them knew all those specifics when they decided to give Terpenny a year's
salary as a going-away prize. They voted in ignorance. Is that what council considers informed
leadership? Or was it willful blindness as some members of council sought to reward a
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favored son?

Virginian-Pilot: No elected official has ever goen int o troubl e for  shoung "Let the peopl e
decide!" Consequently, referendums are a popular prescripon wh enever  cont rover si al
issues arise. Should Virginia Beach pursue a light rail system linked to the Norfolk Tide? "Let
the people decide!" Individually, each call for a referendum sounds reasonable and
downright American. Collecvel y,  and in excess, they threaten to erode the principles of
representave gover nme nt

Roanoke Times: Virginia universies  wa nt  to know if thei r student s have been in any troubl e
with the law -- ever, anywhere. In the interest of campus safety, officials could make a
reasonable case that students fess up to convicons ,  but  a pol icy that  requi res  stud ents to
report arrests goes too far…..If schools framed their queries less broadly, it would not offend.
Find out who has been convicted of a violent crime. That offers a stronger hint that there
could be future trouble. Maybe even find out who has been convicted of any felony. The
school could then monitor and counsel to prevent recidivism.

Times-Dispatch: The 4th Circuit recently affirmed both common sense and an important
principle when it struck down a state law aimed at ciz en- acvi st B.J . Ost ergren. . .. The

 must
be posted on the Internet. In short: Fix the problem, not the blame.

Free Lance-Star: IS PROXIMITY or era the crucial factor? Intent or process? There are lots of
ways to look at the conflict between the Sons of Confederate Veterans and the
Fredericksburg Area Veterans Council over a small granite-and-bronze marker on the edge of
the triangle at Barton and George streets in Fredericksburg. Regardless, what about this
mini-war honors the war dead?

Los Angeles Times: Some readers may imagine that this is a bal e bet we en jour nal ism and
nvasive

e in the
photographs themselves — the one on this page is a reminder that we do not lack images to
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publish. What is up for debate, then, is not a fair trial or the risk of prejudice to witnesses or
jurors. It is the right of government officials, judicial or otherwise, to forbid speech.
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Subject: Transparency News 8/17/10: $$ in judicial races; purging data; favorite things
From: "Megan Rhyne" <Megan_Rhyne@mail.vresp.com>
Date: Tue, 17 Aug 2010 13:07:40 +0000
To: calindstrom@verizon.net

Tuesday, August 17, 2010

State and Local stories

Virginian-Pilot: Organizers of fishing contests have been using lie detectors

shoved a 1-pound weight down the throat of a bass. The device also

Roanoke Free Press: Roanoke City Council gets read the Vong Ri ght s Ac t .

Times-Dispatch: McDonnell announces advisory council for health-care.

sunSmallAlpha
VCOG seminar on making FOIA easier with

Library of Virginia. Download the registraon
form here.

VCOG's annual conference, Oct. 21-22, in
Richmond. Click here to register.

Naonal  St or i es

The U.S. should write rules on Internet traffic and ignore an agreement between Google Inc. and Verizon Communicaons  Inc . ,
four Democrac  lawma ker s sai d.  The Feder al  Commu ni caons  Commi s si on s houl d bar  compa nies such as Verizon and AT&T Inc.
from slowing content over their wires or mobile-phone networks, the lawmakers said in a leer  to Chai rma n Jul ius
Genachowski.
Bloomberg Businessweek

Mike Wash helps the Government Prinng Offic e change int o a digital operaon
Washington Post
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Special interests are flooding state Supreme Court races with millions of dollars
study released Monday documents an arms race that's escalang amo ng bus i nes s gr oups ,  trial lawyers and unions.
NPR

Missouri's health department has purged several years of infecon dat a from hos pi tal  records statewide, drawing complaints
from consumer advocates that it frustrates efforts to assess each hospital's performance. State officials believe the material
from 2005 through 2008 costs too much to maintain and is too sensive for  the publ ic to exami ne for more than a year, the St.
Louis Post-Dispatch reported Monday. Consumer advocates counter that the removal of such data from the Department of
Health and Senior Services makes it difficult to review the hospitals' infecon- pr even ng per for ma nc e and see how they far e
against the naonal  aver age.  "I t sounds  like they' re vi ol ang t he spi r it i f not  the
Freedom of Informaon Coal ion' s  execuve di rector.  "If it's being post ed onli ne, t h ey don't need to take it down."
Kansas City Star

Ae r  a bad day on the job as a Bor der  Pat rol  agent ,  Eddi e DeLaCr uz  we nt  home  and beg an discussing with his wife how to
celebrate her upcoming birthday. Then he casually pressed his government-issued handgun under his chin and pulled the
trigger. Suicides including these have set off alarm bells throughout the agency responsible for policing the naon' s bor der s.
Ae r  near ly four  year s wi thout  a si ngl e sui ci de in thei r ranks, border agents are killing themselves in greater numbers. Records
obtained by The Associated Press through the Freedom of Informaon Ac t show that  at least 15 agents have taken their own
lives since February 2008 — the largest spike in suicides the agency has seen in at least 20 years.
The Associated Press

Become a
VCOG member
today!globe1_boom_ l e. g if

Editorials/Columns

VCOG Blog: A few things I do and don’t like about Virginia’s FOIA

Tidewater News: The Franklin City Council’s decision to cancel scheduled televised replays
of Monday night’s council meeng becaus e of  al leged “ver bal  abus e” by a counc i lma n i s
censorship by any definion . If over-the-top comments are to be the test of whether a
meeng is tel evi sed,  the counc i l shoul d jus t go ahead and tur n off the came r as.

Free Lance-Star: The reporng requi reme nt  isn' t new:  It' s been ar ound si nc e 2004:  Thi s
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latest change simply makes that an acve,  not  passi ve pr oc edur e . It was prompted by the
fact that Ms. Love's accused killer, former boyfriend George Huguely V, had failed to own
up to a prior violent confrontaon,  one wi th a Lexi ngt on pol ice offic er .

Register & Bee: At this point, we don’t know what the powder was, but it really doesn’t
mae r  wh et her  it wa s baby powd er  or  baki ng soda or  some t hi ng mo r e si ni ster .  Ma i ling it
to Hurt was a crime — and an affront to the American polic al  system .

Los Angeles Times: It is a popular conservave my t h to suggest that  the "ma i ns tream
media" is a liberal lapdog to the Obama administraon,  that  repor ter s favor  the pr es ident

quiet but
malicious campaign against the news media and their sources, more aggressively aa cki ng

administraon di d.
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Wednesday, August 18, 2010

State and Local stories

Daily Press: GLOUCESTER Supervisor Gregory Woodard  filed for Chapter 13 bankruptcy in April
2009, according to court records filed in U.S. Bankruptcy Court in Newport News. Woodard listed
debts of $396,327 against assets of $304,361, court records show. Among the creditors Woodard

by a
ard's

 other
supervisors voted last November to have Gloucester taxpayers pay them.

Washington Post: Four groups have filed an amicus brief asking a judge to set aside a demand
from Virginia Aor ney Gener al  Ken Cuc ci nel li for  doc ume nt s rel at ed to the resear ch o f a global
warming expert once employed by the University of Virginia. The brief was filed Tuesday in
Albemarle County Circuit Court by the ACLU of Virginia, American Associaon of  Un i ve rsity
Professors, Union of Concerned Sciens ts and Thoma s Jeffer son Cent er  for  the Pr ot eco n of Free
Expression.

Times-Dispatch: A Virginia congressional candidate is challenging a law that prohibited him from
personally collecng si gnat ur es  to get  on the bal lot . Herb Lux of Spotsylvania County lives in the
1st Congressional District but wants to run in the 7th. Congressional candidates aren't required
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to live in the district in which they are running. However, state law does say that only a qualified

Daily Progress: A pair of newly released documents in the case of slain University of Virginia
fourth-year Yeardley Love shed light on her relaons hi p wi th Ge or ge Huguel y,  the for mer student
charged with murder in her death.

Register & Bee: The proposed nDanville project to begin a pilot program bringing fiber opc  lines
to private homes in the Avere Un i ver si ty ar ea wa s shot  down  Tuesday ni ght  by Da nvi l le City
Council during a work session dealing with loans for city projects. All of the City Council members
present — John Gilstrap was absent — , and
the $2.5 million loan that would be required to start the project.

Naonal  St or i es

A New York appellate court in Albany on Thursday ruled that the "deliberave pr oc es s " exempon to the stat e' s freedom of
informaon law ("FOI L") applies to communicaons  bet we en feder al  and stat e offic i al s . At issue in the case were records
sought by a Saratoga County water district relang to a wa t er  suppl y opon r epor t  de veloped by General Electric Co. as part of
its efforts to remediate contaminated porons  of  the Huds on ri ver .  Ne w Yor k stat e offic ials, in conjuncon wi th the U. S.
Environmental Protecon Agenc y,  had co- regul at or y aut hor i ty over  the cl eanup pr oj ect .
Reporters Commiee for  Fr eedom of  the Pr ess

The CIA has videotapes, aer  al l, of  int er rogaons  i n a secr et over seas  pri son of ad mie d 9/11 pl oer  Ramzi  Binal shi bh.
Discovered in a box under a desk at the Central Intelligence Agency, the tapes could reveal how foreign governments aided the
United States in holding and interrogang sus pects.  And they coul d comp l icat e U. S.  e fforts to prosecute Binalshibh, who has
been described as one of the "key plot facilitators" in the Sept. 11, 2001, aa cks.
USA Today

Federal authories  announc ed Tuesday they we r e decl ini ng to pr os ecut e admi ni strat or s  connected to a webcam spying scandal
at a suburban Philadelphia school district, saying they found no "criminal intent."
Wired
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U.S. Secretary of Educaon Ar ne Dunc an sai d Mo nday that parents have a right to know if their children's teachers are
effecve,  endor si ng the publ ic rel ease of  inf or ma on about  how wel l  indi vidual  teache rs fare at raising their students' test
scores.
Los Angeles Times

Cybersquan g has come  to Chi cago,  ma ki ng an especi al ly bi ng appear ance i n a Cook Co unty polic al  race.  For rest Cl aypool ,
the independent candidate for assessor, launched JoeBerrios.com, a website with the name of his Democrac  opponent .
The Huffington Post

A federal judge ruled Monday that Missouri laws restricng pr ot ests near  funer al s ar e unc ons tuonal .
Columbia Daily Tribune

A three-year-old federal law that makes it a crime to falsely claim to have received a medal from the U.S. military is
unconst uonal , an appeals court panel in California ruled Tuesday.
Fox News

Public television staon UNC - TV has tur ned over  sever al  hundr ed e- ma i ls and ot her  ma terial to aluminum maker Alcoa. Alcoa
filed a Freedom of Informaon Ac t request to get  the ma t er i al  fol lowi ng a ser ies  of  s tories that negavel y por tray the comp any.
Some of the informaon in the e- ma i ls do not help the credibility of UNC-TV.
WFAE radio
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VCOG member
today!

Editorials/Columns

Megan Rhyne, Daily Press: The Virginia Coalion for  Op en Gover nme nt  wa s bor n in 1996 in
part to counter the percepon that  FOI A wa s jus t a me di a law.  They knew that  in or de r to
push for the people's right to know, they had to create a true coalion of  int er este d

es,
genealogists and government employees.  Judging from my mail, VCOG's efforts have been
successful.
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Subject: Transparency News 8/19/10: signs; corporate minutes; unhinged
From: "Megan Rhyne" <Megan_Rhyne@mail.vresp.com>
Date: Thu, 19 Aug 2010 13:14:29 +0000
To: calindstrom@verizon.net

Thursday, August 19, 2010

State and Local stories

Daily Press
nng

three supervisors and a former supervisor involved in a mul- mi llion dol lar  laws ui t against a
Gloucester official are asking for the computer hard drives of 12 targets of subpoenas. This is
ae r  they recei ved wh at  we  under stand we r e reams  of  doc ume nt s they sought  in hunng for a
wide-ranging Gloucester conspiracy to oust their clients from public office.

Times-Dispatch: Rep. Tom Perriello, D-5th, is  across
his district in this re-elecon year  aer  bei ng chal l enged on i t by a cons ervave ci vil liberes
group. Michael Kelly, a spokesman for Perriello's congressional office, said the prohibion wa s
lie d aer  a civil -liber es group warn ed Perr i el lo that i t vi ol at ed f r ee-speec h ri gh ts. The ban was
put in place earlier this month ae r  suppor ter s br ought  Per riel lo yar d si gns  int o a town-hall
const uent  gat her ing hel d as offic i al  congr essi onal  bus i ness,  not  a camp ai gn event .  Pe rriello
advisers felt the signs obstructed the view and distracted people aendi ng the ques on-
and-answer sessions.

Free Lance-Star: A dra envi ronme nt al  assessme nt  of  Hi gh Oc cupanc y Tol l lane cons truc on on
Interstate 95 between Dumfries and Spotsylvania has been posted online. The Virginia
Department of Transportaon has pos ted the dr a envi r onmen t al  assessmen t  for publ i c review
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at its Virginia MegaProjects website at vamegaprojects.com. Click on "I-95/395 HOT Lanes."

News Leader: Affordable, high-speed Internet access will be extended to Rockbridge County
residents, and a new shared data center will be built at Washington and Lee University, both as a
result of a $6.9 million federal grant announced Wednesday.

Naonal  St or i es

Using an iPhone to secretly record a conversaon is not  a vi ol aon of the Wir etap Ac t if done for legima t e pur pos es ,  a feder al
appeals court has ruled. “The defendant must have the intent to use the illicit recording to commit a tort of crime beyond the
act of recording itself,” the 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled.
Wired

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger joined U.S. Chief Technology Officer Aneesh Chopra at the UC Davis Cancer Center on Tuesday to
announce the launch of the country's largest "telehealth" system, which organizers say will one day connect paent s to
hundreds of hospitals and clinics statewide using broadband technology.
Los Angeles Times

Documents released by Bell show the city's loan program for employees totaled more than $1.5 million -- greater than originally
reported in a Times arc l e on We dnesday.  Based on doc ume nt s it had obt ai ned,  The Ti m es tallied payments to more than a
dozen employees for nearly $900,000, all apparently part of "administrave agr eeme nt s" or loans issued by the city. But in
response to a public records request, Bell provided more than 100 pages of addional  documents that showed loans totaling
$1.49 million.
Los Angeles Times

Two government defendants in a civil rights lawsuit yesterday dropped a subpoena for unedited video footage of a reporter’s
interview with the plainff in the case.  Ear l y in Jul y 2010,  the loc al  gover nme nt s of  Nashville and Davidson Co., Tenn.,
subpoenaed Kathy L. Gilbert, a reporter for Chrisan news  out l et  Un i ted Me t hodi st Co mmunicaons ,  for  the unedi ted ver si on
of a video interview with plainff Juana Vi llegas.  An onl ine ar cl e bas ed on t he r eco rded interview was published in July 2008.
Gilbert and UMC filed a moon to quash the subpoena under  the stat e shi el d law.
Reporters Commiee for  Fr eedom of  the Pr ess
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The government isn’t giving industry officials the that they expect, nor is
industry always meeng gover nme nt  expectaons  for shar i ng cyber  threat  dat a,  accordi ng to the Government Accountability
Office. Just 27 percent of 56 industry representaves  sur veyed by GAO sai d the gover nm ent was, to a great or moderate extent,
giving them me l y and aconabl e cyber  threat  informao n and al er ts .
Government Computer News

A New Jersey appeals court held that shareholders have a right under state law to view corporate board and execuve
commie e mi nut es , but imposed parameters to prevent "fishing expedions " for  cor por at e mi sma nageme nt .
New Jersey Law Journal

Proposed Florida Bar rules for web advers i ng would require law firms to redo websites, push clients to law firms in other
states, and violate the First Amendment. Those are a few of the objecons  that  ei ght  large law firms submied to the Fl or ida
Supreme Court in a 66-page comment.
Daily Business Review

Carla Franklin, a former model with degrees from Duke and Columbia, is going ae r  Go ogle in an aemp t  to unmask the
cyberbully who talked trash about her under three aliases on the company’s wildly popular video-sharing site.
New York Daily News

In a lee r  to a lawy er  repr esenng Wik il eaks,  the Def ense Depar t men t ’ s gener al  couns el wrote that the department would not
negoat e a new rel ease of  cl assi fied doc ume nt s .
New York Times
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Editorials/Columns

Roanoke Times: Last year, aer  the Lync hbur g Tea Par ty mi stakenl y pos ted onl ine the addr ess
of Rep. Tom Perriello's brother (thinking it was Perriello's address), someone sliced the line
between a propane tank and a grill on the porch. In response to that cowardly act of
vandalism and other cases of threats or vandalism ae r  passage of  the Affor dabl e Car e  Act,
we wrote this: "These incidents are dangerously close to domesc  ter ror  -- aempt s  t o

ek,
Perriello's opponent, Republican state Sen. Robert Hurt, in the November elecon wa s  sent a
"suspicious envelope" filled with white powder. Was this an isolated incident or a sign that
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Subject: Transparency News 8/25/10: Cuccinelli & Marshall; 100 calls a day; 1st A in college
From: "Megan Rhyne" <Megan_Rhyne@mail.vresp.com>
Date: Wed, 25 Aug 2010 13:08:37 +0000
To: calindstrom@verizon.net

Wednesday, August 25, 2010

State and Local stories

Virginia Statehouse News
ay that the

site would likely be ready before the end of the month. It launched in July, about two months later,
and replaces a website set up by former Gov. Tim Kaine with arra.virginia.gov.

Loudoun Times: Loudoun County’s controversial debate over public displays on the courthouse lawn
ug. 24 issued an

opinion saying Loudoun County can erect holiday Christmas displays on public property as long as the
displays represent other faiths and beliefs. The opinion came at the request of state Del. Bob
Marshall (R-south-central Loudoun). Marshall said he asked for the opinion at the urging of several
concerned Loudoun County residents. “If some of them [Loudoun Board of Supervisors] were
thinking that they had to do this, they know now they don’t have to sweep the field clear of all
holiday displays,” Marshall said.
Read Cuccinelli’s opinion

Times-Dispatch one
thing in common: Del. Bob Marshall.

Northern Virginia Daily: Despite the possibility of entering into a project that involves a company that

sunSmallAlpha
VCOG seminar on
making FOIA easier with
bee r  recor ds
management. Sept. 15
at the Library of
Virginia. Download the
registraon for m her e .

VCOG's annual
conference, Oct. 21-22,
in Richmond. Click here
to register.

FOIA how-to videos on
VCOG's YouTube
Channel

Become a fan of VCOG
on Facebook.

Transparency News 8/25/10: Cuccinelli & Marshall; 100 calls a day; 1st A in college

1 of 5 9/10/2010 12:25 PM



is suing the town, the Town Council voted unanimously on Monday to enter into such an agreement.
Vice Mayor Chris W. Holloway was absent from the meeng,  but  the five ot her  me mb er s o f the panel
-- the mayor only casts a vote in the case of es  -- vot ed in favor  of  a resol uon t o execute a solar
schedule with AMP, the town's electric provider, to purchase up to 2,000 kilowas  of  solar power.
AMP is partnering with Standard Energy LLC on the project. Councilman Carson C. Lauder Jr. offered
an amendment to the resoluon that  wo ul d have pr event ed any "per son,  fir m,  or  cor por a on wh o
presently has any ligaon pendi ng agai nst  the t own"  from b ei ng i nvol ved i n t he proj ect, "including,
but not limited to, as a subcontractor to Standard Energy or any of its affiliates or subsidiaries."
Without naming any possible subcontractors, Lauder said he didn't think it was a good idea "to do
business with someone you're going to court with."

Loudoun Times: Loves vi lle Ma yor  El ai ne Wa l ker  has quesoned t he Vir ginia State Boar d of Elecons
about whether or not Bing Lam, the opponent she defeated in May’s town elecons ,  ma y  have
violated the Commonwealth’s Campaign Finance Disclosure Act by failing to put a disclaimer on his
campaign literature. Walker has filed the same queson about  Ti ffaney Car der ,  wh o wa s el ected to
the Town Council in May and now serves on the Council with Walker. In a leer  to Di a nna Price,
Loudoun’s Electoral Board secretary, Walker quesons  wh et her  or  not  Lam and Car der  b reached the
Commonwealth’s elecon rul es ,  al legi ng that  nei ther  Lam nor  Car der  inc l uded the phr a se “paid for
by” in the literature they distributed during the oe n heat ed camp ai gn.

Chronicle Of Higher Educaon : Why do students have to pay for college textbooks? Couldn't the
reading material be considered part of the college infrastructure paid for by officials as part of tuion,
like classroom buildings and course-management systems? Virginia State University is experimenng
with that idea this fall, with a new effort to give free e-textbooks to students in its business school for
eight core courses.

Roanoke Times: The unanimous decision to hire Gail Cook DeVilbiss as Radford's legal representao n
ur pares  wh o

submie d pr opos al s for  repr esent aon t o t he city.  Cit y offic i als declined to name the others.

Tidewater News: For the fourth me  in as ma ny we eks,  a bomb  thr eat forced the evacuaon of  the
Isle of Wight County Courthouse complex Monday.
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Naonal  St or i es

WikiLeaks, the whistleblower website that infuriated the Pentagon when it published thousands of classified military reports,
said it will release a fresh set of documents Wednesday. The group posted on its Twie r  page Tues day:  "Wi ki Leaks to rel ease
CIA paper tomorrow." It did not specify a me .
CNN

"I'm not a telemarketer," the friendly voice says into his cellphone. "I'm your United States congressman." Click. But that
doesn't stop Rep. Timothy V. Johnson. The Illinois Republican just keeps calling. And calling. And calling — usually 100 or more
calls a day, seven days a week, stopping only on Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter.
Los Angeles Times

Baton Rouge Mayor-President Kip Holden’s Office delivered a leer  Mo nday to The Advoc a te evicng the news paper  from the
Gibbs Adams Memorial Press Room on the third floor of the Governmental Building. “The Mayor-President’s office is in need of
addional  offic e space, ” says the leer ,  signed by Acng Chief  Admi ni st rave Officer  Joh n Carpenter. “You must vacate the
office you now occupy by the close of business on Sept. 7.” The Advocate has been using the press room for decades.
Carpenter said during a telephone interview Monday the decision to relocate the reporters was not prompted by a story that
ran in Sunday’s Advocate about the city’s surveillance camera and gunshot detecon s ystem, and the high cost of maintaining it.
Baton Rouge Advocate

The Jusc e Depar tme nt  has ended near l y two  year s of  cour t bal es,  giving final  appr ov al to Georgia's system of verifying voters'
. The voter verificaon system has been ed up i n f eder al  cour t  since 2008,  whe n von g rights advocates

sued on behalf of a Kennesaw State University student who had been flagged by the system even though he was a naturalized
ciz en and el igi bl e to vot e.
Atlanta Journal-Const uon

U.S. CIO Vivek Kundra revealed a list of "high-priority" IT projects that will be scruni zed,  as the admi ni straon s eeks  to t rim t he
federal government's $80 billion annual IT budget. The 26 projects on the list account for roughly $30 billion in total costs
across their life cycle.
Government Technology

Become a
VCOG member

Editorials/Columns
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Times-Dispatch: Just once, we would like to see an aor ney gener al  conc l ude that
clearly permit something he disapproves of, or clearly forbid

something he firmly desires.

News Leader: It is unfortunate that the message James Madison University students might
have goe n from a so- cal led eme r genc y text wa s that  col lege admi ni strat or s ar e misusing the
emergency text system.

Hae sbur g Ame r ican : Let's see if we got this straight. Mississippi's universies  and col leges
teach the principles of American government, don't they? Well then, why don't they realize
that freedom of speech is a basic right that belongs to everybody-even the lowliest
freshmen on their campuses. Hinds Community College recently missed the point of the First
Amendment altogether when Isaac Rosenbloom, a 30-year-old father of two let the F-word
slip as he was leaving a class at Hinds Community College. Ole Miss bristles at students using
speech like "I hate Southern Miss." Jackson State students could even be punished for
unsolicited flirng,  and mo s t of  the camp us es '  student s coul d find thems el ves  in hot  w ater
for speaking freely about public issues, like aboron,  out si de so- cal led "free- speec h zones."

Click to view this email in a browser

If you no longer wish to receive these emails, please reply to this message with "Unsubscribe" in the subject line or simply click
on the following link: Unsubscribe

Virginia Coalion for  Op en Gover nme nt
P.O. Box 2576
Williamsburg, Virginia 23187

Read

Try Email Markeng wi th Ver cal Res pons e!
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Subject:  7 felonies
From: "Megan Rhyne" <Megan_Rhyne@mail.vresp.com>
Date: Thu, 26 Aug 2010 12:56:25 +0000
To: calindstrom@verizon.net

Thursday, August 26, 2010

State and Local stories

VCOG Blog: When filling vacancies on elected boards, why not interview candidates in public?

Times-Dispatch spent more than
$15 million this year trying to influence the Virginia General Assembly. That is about the same as last
year, when the legislature had a shorter session, 46 days. This year's session went 61 days. It is also
well short of the record of $20 million set in 2008 when payday lenders spent more than $3 million

e placed on the
industry. Chris Frink, lobbying specialist for the secretary of the commonwealth's o
that not all the lobbying reports have been filed yet, so the numbers will grow, but he said most of
the major lobbying groups have filed their reports.

Virginian-Pilot: A Community Services Board employee collected a salary with benefits for 12 years
and never showed up for work, several City Council members said Wednesday. The head of the
agency refused to idenf y the emp l oyee but  acknowl edged in respons e to inqui ri es  fro m The
Virginian-Pilot that an employee was "on the board's payroll who had not reported to work in years."

Virginian-Pilot: Former Virginia Beach tourism official Reggie Stevenson ranked among the top 10
credit card spenders in Virginia Beach over the past year and a half, charging nearly $52,000 on his
city Visa. Officials at the Virginia Beach Convenon & Vi si tor s Bur eau si gned off on mo st of his

sunSmallAlpha
VCOG seminar on making
FOIA easier with bee r
records management.
Sept. 15 at the Library of
Virginia. Download the
registraon for m her e .

VCOG's annual
conference, Oct. 21-22,
in Richmond. Click here
to register.

FOIA how-to videos on
VCOG's YouTube Channel

Become a fan of VCOG
on Facebook.
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