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PURPOSE

The Parks and Recreation Master Plan, in coordination with the Town of Christiansburg
Comprehensive Plan, provides a framework that will help guide town officials when
making policy decisions concerning Parks and Recreation facilities development.

SETTING

Christiansburg is located in the New River Valley in Southwest Virginia, 1 mile south of
Blacksburg, approximately 10 miles east of Radford, and 33 miles southwest of Roanoke
(figure 1). The town is nestled in the Ridge and Valley Physiographic Province and is
located at the crossroads of three major highways: Interstate 81, U.S. Route 11, and U.S.
Route 460. Christiansburg is the county seat of Montgomery County.

POPULATION

Ch;iétiansburg is a rapidly growing town. It experienced the highest growth rate in the
New River Valley during the period 1980 - 1990. Continued steady growth is expected to
occur.

Christiansburg's population is aging. Approximately 29 percent of the town's population is
between 25 - 44 years of age. Approximately 12 percent of the population is age 65 and
above.
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MASTER PLAN APPROACH AND PROCESS

Prior to the start of the Master Plan, members of the Hill Studio team met with members
of the Recreation Subcommittee to determine the issues and concerns for the project and to
define a vision for Christiansburg Parks and Recreation facilities. During the development
of the Master Plan, members of the Hill Studio team met with the Recreation
Subcommittee several times in order to resolve issues and further refine the vision for the
project. Hill Studio members also met with members of the Recreation Advisory
Commission in order to solicit their concerns and opinions.

The ideas that came out of the meetings have been broken down into three main categories:
(1) General Goals and Objectives, (2) Specific Goals and Objectives, and (3) Specific
Details. A description of each follows.

In addition to input from the members of the Recreation Subcommittee, Hill Studio, at the
suggestion of the Recreation Subcommittee, conducted a newspaper and telephone survey
in order to more broadly identify and prioritize the recreational wants and needs of the
residents of Christiansburg.

RECREATION SUBCOMMITTEE

Mike Barber - Mary Hockett

Bob Hockett James Pharis

Arthur G. Price, Jr., Director of Lance Terpenny, Assistant Town
Parks and Recreation Manager

RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION

Walter A. Price, Jr., Chairperson Mary B. Critzer
Catherine McKenzie, Vice-Chairperson Truman K. Daniel, Jr.
Jo Ann Becker, Secretary Maureen Jackson
Richard Ballengee James Pharis

Arthur G. Price, Jr., Director of
Parks and Recreation

HILL STUDIO PROJECT TEAM

Hill Studio, P.C.

- Valerie N. Birch, AICP, Project Manager -
David P. Hill, ASLA, Supervising Landscape Architec
David J. Pyles, Apprentice Landscape Architect
Fraser G. Davis, Intern and Grants Specialist

Hayes, Seay, Mattern & Mattern
Mike Brennan, ATA, Architect Gary Leavers, Architect
Troy Kinser, Engineer Conley Taylor, Engineer

Research Consultant
Janice McBee
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PHILOSOPHY

The philosophy of the Chrisansburg Department of Parks and Recreation is as follows:

The Degqrﬂgenf 0JParks and Recreation will provide recreational
opportunities ;itgned;hrough play to refresh the minds and bodies of the
ij;:zyc;gn;;ew “l1 ;;, athe same time, providing a wholesome contrast to

. . Progams will strive to present ] ]
organic development, r €ognition, adventure, se[ﬁax;xperzences o a high

. , ressi 1
aesthetic expression and viellectual growh.” sion, achievement,

GENERAL GOALS AND OBIECTIVES

This section describes the major goals and Ovjectives the people of Christ.,
developed in pursuit of their vision of Christiarsburg 2arks and Recreation 1:53‘111' g have
includes qualitative ideas about park and recreation experieire, mes. It

- DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE SYSTEM OF PARK: AND
RECREATION FACILITIES

Currently, the number of people participating in the Christiansburg recreation programs
is increasing by leaps and bounds but no additional facilities have been developed.

- DEVELOP AN IMAGE OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION SYSTEM

The parks and recreation facilities in Christiansburg need a coherent image. There
should be overall unity in the design.

« DEVELOP A SENSE OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT/"OWNERSHIP"

The major goal of a parks and recreation program is to serve the community. In order
to successfully accomplish this goal, the Town of Christiansburg needs to develop a
sense of involvement and ownership within the community that is currently lacking.
The Town can accomplish this by actively involving the community in decisions
regarding the parks and recreation system.
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SPECIFIC GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

This section describes the more specific goals and objectives that arose during the meetings
with the Recreation Subcommittee, the Recreation Advisory Commission, and from the
newspaper and telephone survey comments.

.

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS

The Town needs more neighborhood parks. These are small parcels which can be
accessed by walking. Land for new neighborhood parks should be acquired when

possible and provided with basic park equipment.

KIWANIS PARK

The drainage and parking problems at this popular park need to be addressed. The park
also needs playground equipment to keep the small children out of the stream while
their brother and sisters play ball. The stream should be developed into an amenity.

WAYSIDE PARK

This park is located at one of the
entrances to Christiansburg and should be
developed into a ""gateway" park. It could
make a strong statement as a public
garden/picnic area.

CAMBRIA SENIOR CENTER

The senior citizens have no strong
ties/connections with the Cambria
location and would like their activities to
be scheduled at the new recreation center

- once it is completed. The current senior

center building is in very good condition
but is also very limited. The building and
the lot that it sits on are extremely small.
The lot is not particularly aesthetic and
parking is a problem. The building could
be used for other Town purposes, used as
additional space for the Parks and
Recreation Department, demolished and
turned into a green space/neighborhood
park, or sold.
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Wayside Park

Wayside park is a long, linear park less than one acre in size. The park was donated to the
Town of Christiansburg by the Virginia Department of Transportation. In the past it has

to make a lasting, positive impression on those entering the town. Approximately one-
half of the site is currently overgrown. The other one-half has several picnic tables that are

follow the park's perimeter. The walking trail will run through the interior of the park. A
picnic pavilion and additiona] picnic tables and grills in the center of the park will provide
people with the Opportunity to dine in this beautifully landscaped outdoor setting. A small
play area with playground equipment can be added for the children's enjoyment. On site
parking will be provided near the pavilion and the park will be lighted. Traffic through the

park will be eliminated. The master plan for Wayside Park is shown in figure 21, -

" o ‘. I e mi, v AL 'ﬂl 2 A 11250

=































































































































