lll. Population and Demographics

The study of Christiansburg's population trends and demographic characteristics provides
the foundation for the planning of capital facilities and services such as public utilities,
recreation facilities and services, and transportation improvements. The following
chapters present information for the Town of Christiansburg and for comparative purposes
sometimes include the Town of Blacksburg, Montgomery County, the New River Valley
(consisting of Floyd, Giles, Montgomery, and Pulaski Counties as well as the City of
Radford), Virginia, and the United States.

Historical Population
The Town has grown greatly in the two centuries since it was incorporated in 1792. The
Town had a population of 16,947 according to the 2000 Census and 17,545 according

to the Census Bureau 2002 estimate. The following table details that growth over the
last century.

Historical Population

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950
Christiansburg 659 1,568 1,641 1,970 2,299 2,967
Blacksburg 768 875 1,095 1,406 2,133 3,358
Montgomery Co. 15,852 17,268 18,595 19,605 21,206 29,780
total
Unincorporated 14,425 14,825 15,859 16,229 16,774 23,455
Montgomery Co
New River Valley 59,986 64,431 65,349 70,900 77,565 96,871
Virginia 1,854,184 2,061,612 2,309,187 2,421,851 2,677,773 3,318,680
United States 76,094,000 92,407,000 106,466,000 123,077,000 131,954,000 151,326,000

2002

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 Estimate
Christiansburg 3,653 7,857 10,345 15,004 16,947 17,545
Blacksburg 7,070 9,384 30,638 34,590 39,573 40,108
Montgomery Co. 39,923 47,157 63,516 73,913 83,629 85,368
total
Unincorporated 29,200 29,916 22,533 24,319 27,109 27,715
Montgomery Co
New River Valley 104,233 114,833 141,343 152,680 165,146 167,397
Virginia 3,966,949 4,651,448 5,346,818 6,187,358 7,078,515 7,293,542
United States 179,323,000 203,302,031 226,542,204 248,790,925 272,690,813 288,368,698

Note: The 21,254 population increase for the Town of Blacksburg from 1970-1980 is due in part to the Census Bureau’s inclusion of
student enroliment at Virginia Tech in Census figures from 1980 onward. This is also reflected in the total for Montgomery
County as well as the New River Valley and would also have included Radford University enroliment.

Source: 1900 - 2000 U.S. Census of Population; Table Sub-Est2002-11-51, U.S. Bureau of the Census Population Division, July
10, 2003.
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Current Population Trends

The Town of Christiansburg has experienced rapid growth over the past three decades.
As indicated in the following table, Christiansburg grew by 2,488 persons or 31.7%
between 1970 and 1980. A considerable portion of this increase was due to the Town’s
1975 annexation, which added an estimated 1,072 persons to the population.

The 1988 annexation added approximately 2,727 persons according to a door-to-door
survey of "soon to be annexed" areas conducted by Town employees in Fall 1987. The
"to be annexed" areas had grown from a 1980 Census population of 1,970 persons,
indicating a 38.4% increase in the seven year span. This growth corresponds to the
growth that occurred in other undeveloped or partially developed areas of Town;
residential development of large tracts as well as in-fill of existing development was the
trend of the 1980’s and this continued in the 1990’s.

Current Population Trends

% Change % Change % Change
from from from

1970 1980 1970-1980 1990 1980-1990 2000 1990-2000
Christiansburg* 7,857 10,345* 31.7%* 15,004* 45.0%* 16,947 12.9%
Blacksburg** 9,384 30,638** 226.5%** 34,590 12.9% 39,573 14.4%
Montgomery Co. total** 47,157 63,516** 34.7%* 73,913 16.4% 83,629 13.1%
Montgomery County 29,916 22,533 -24.7% 24,319 7.9% 27,109 11.5%

unincorporated area

New River Valley** 114,833 141,343 23.1% 152,680 8.0% 165,146 8.2%
Virginia 4,651,448 5,346,818 14.9% 6,187,358 15.8% 7,078,515 14.4%
United States 203,302,031 226,545,805 11.4% 248,790,925 9.8% 281,421,906 13.1%

Note: *Christiansburg annexed approximately 1,072 persons in 1975 and approximately 2,727 persons in 1988.

**The 21,254 population increase for the Town of Blacksburg from 1970-1980 is due in part to the Census Bureau'’s inclusion
of student enroliment at Virginia Tech in Census figures from 1980 onward. This is also reflected in the total for Montgomery
County as well as the New River Valley and would also have included Radford University enroliment.

Source: 1970,1980, 1990, and 2000 U.S. Census of Population.

The 1990 Census for the Town was 15,004 persons, which was an increase of 4,659
persons or 45.0% from the 1980 Census. Almost 60% of this increase was the result of
the 1988 annexation. Using the Town's theoretical 1980 population of 12,312, the true
population growth rate is closer to 22% from 1980 to 1990.

This rate is the still highest within the New River Valley for this period as illustrated in the
table on the following page. The second and third highest growth rates for the New River
Valley 20.5% and 12.9% occurred within the City of Radford and Town of Blacksburg
respectively. These increases may be attributed, in large part, to rising student enroliment
at Radford University and Virginia Tech. During this period, student enrollment at Radford
University jumped from 5,757 to 9,489 (64.8%) while enrollment at Virginia Tech increased
from 21,069 to 23,365 (10.9%).
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The population according to the 2000 Census for the Town of Christiansburg was 16,947,
which accounted for 20.3% of Montgomery County’s total population and 10.3% of the
New River Valley’s population. The population of Christiansburg grew by 12.9% from
1990 to 2000, which again is one of the higher rates in the New River Valley, which had an
overall population increase of 8.2%. Christiansburg’'s 12.9% increase in the population
between 1990 and 2000 is fairly comparable to County, state, and national figures.

Comparative Population Change
New River Valley Jurisdictions and Virginia

% Change % Change
1980 1990 2000 1980-1990 1990-2000
Floyd County 11,563 11,965 13,874 3.8% 16.0%
Town of Floyd 411 396 432 -3.7% 9.1%
Giles County 17,810 16,366 16,657 -8.1% 1.8%
Town of Glen Lyn 235 170 151 -27.7% -11.2%
Town of Narrows 2,516 2,082 2,111 -17.3% 1.4%
Town of Pearisburg 2,128 2,064 2,729 -3.0% 32.2%
Town of Pembroke 1,302 1,064 1,134 -18.3% 6.6%
Town of Rich Creek 746 670 665 -10.2% -0.7%
Montgomery County 63,516 73,913 83,629 16.4% 13.1%
Town of Blacksburg 30,638 34,590 39,573 12.9% 14.4%
Town of Christiansburg 10,345 15,004 16,947 45.0% 12.9%
Pulaski County 35,229 34,496 35,127 -2.1% 1.8%
Town of Dublin 2,368 2,012 2,288 -15.0% 13.7%
Town of Pulaski 10,106 9,985 9,473 -1.2% -5.1%
City of Radford 13,225 15,940 15,859 20.5% -0.5%
New River Valley 141,343 152,680 165,146 8.0% 8.2%
Virginia 5,346,818 6,187,358 7,078,515 15.7% 14.4%

Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 U.S. Census of Population.
Birth and Death Rates

Births and deaths have a direct influence on population and birth and death rates can
be indicators of overall long-term stability of a region as well as reflect health services
and quality of life. Montgomery County had a total of 782 live births in 2001, with a
lower birth rate than the region and state. There were a total of 5 infant deaths in 2001
in Montgomery County and an infant death rate of 6.4 infants per 1,000. There were a
total of 531 total deaths in Montgomery County and a relatively low death rate of 6.4
persons per 1,000.

2001 Birth Rate, Infant Death Rate, and Death Rate

Montgomery New River Virginia
County Valley
Live Birth Rate/1,000 estimated population 9.4 9.9 13.7
Infant Death Rates/1,000 Live Births 6.4 6.8 7.4
Death Rate/1,000 estimated population (all ages) 6.4 8.3 7.8

Source: 2001 Health Profile, Virginia Department of Health.
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Population Projections

Population projections are useful planning tools for estimating future population and
demographic characteristics. These projections are valuable for anticipating future
demand for utilities and social services, as well as planning budgets and capital
improvement based on anticipated revenues. The Virginia Employment Commission
prepared population projections for the county level jurisdictions. Note, however, that
rapid employment gains or losses may greatly affect these figures. As can be seen by the
data, the population for Montgomery County is expected to experience continued
growth, but at a slightly lower rate than it has been experiencing. Floyd County and
Montgomery County population growth projections, both fairly comparable to Virginia,
are expected to lead the New River Valley.

Population Projections

% Change % Change % Change
2000 Total 2010 Total from 2020 Total from 2010- 2030 Total from

Population  Projection ~ 2000-2010  Projection 2020 Projection  2020-2030
Floyd County 13,874 15,800 13.9% 17,200 8.9% 18,500 7.6%
Giles County 16,657 16,800 0.9% 17,100 1.8% 17,400 1.8%
Montgomery County 83,629 90,800 8.6% 97,900 7.8% 105,000 7.3%
Pulaski County 35,127 34,200 -2.6% 34,000 -0.6% 34,000 0.0%
Radford City 15,859 15,700 -1.0% 15,700 0.0% 15,700 0.0%
New River Valley 165,146 173,300 4.9% 181,900 5.0% 190,600 4.8%
Virginia 7,078,494* 7,892,000 11.5% 8,601,900 9.0% 9,275,101 7.8%

Note: *Revisions to 2000 Census based on Count Question Resolution (CQR) Program - Last updated May 2, 2003.
Source: Virginia Employment Commission, May 2003.

Population Density

The following table compares the 2000 population density of the Town of Christiansburg
to the County, Planning District, state, and nation. The Town of Christiansburg’s
population of 16,947 with a land area of 13.92 square miles yielded the 1,217.0 persons
per square mile figure.

The population density figure for the Town of Christiansburg is a true indication of its
urban nature. With a population density approximately 5.6 times as dense as the
County as a whole, 10.7 times as dense as the region, 6.8 times as dense as the state,
and 15.3 times as dense as the nation, Christiansburg has an obviously higher than
average concentration of residential activity. The 2000 Population Dot Density Map on
the following page was produced utilizing population data for 2000 Census Blocks.
Each dot represents one person.

2000 Population Density
(persons per square mile)

Town of Montgomery New River United
Christiansburg County Valley Virginia States
Population density 1,217.0 2154 113.3 178.8 79.6

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000.
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Sex Distribution

As illustrated in the following table, Christiansburg has a slightly higher female
population than male population. This is due in a large part to longer life expectancies
for women. The sex distribution for Montgomery County is affected by the large male
enrollment at Virginia Tech. Virginia Tech and Radford University both affect the New
River Valley’s distribution, but serve to counter balance each other as Virginia Tech has
a majority male enrollment and Radford University has a majority female enroliment.

2000 Sex Distribution

Montgomery  New River United

Town of Christiansburg County Valley Virginia States

Male 8,151 48.1% 52.4% 50.5% 49.0% 49.1%
Female 8,796 51.9% 47.6% 49.5% 51.0% 50.9%
Total population 16,947 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, Summary File 1, Table P11.
Marital Status

Marital status can provide a view into the potential for growth. As can be seen by the
data, Christiansburg has a relatively small percentage of its population 15 years and
over that have never been married. Again, the universities affect the figures for
Montgomery County and the New River Valley.

2000 Marital Status by Sex (Population 15 Years and Over)

Town of Montgomery  New River United
Christiansburg County Valley Virginia States
Male: 6,430 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Never married 1,604 24.9% 48.6% 39.0% 29.1% 30.3%
Now married: 4,140 64.4% 43.9% 51.9% 60.8% 58.6%
Married, spouse present 3,902 60.7% 38.4% 46.1% 54.1% 52.9%
Married, spouse absent: 238 3.7% 5.5% 5.8% 6.6% 5.7%
Separated 118 1.8% 1.2% 1.6% 2.6% 1.8%
Other 120 1.9% 4.4% 4.2% 4.0% 3.9%
Widowed 129 2.0% 1.2% 1.9% 2.3% 2.5%
Divorced 557 8.7% 6.2% 7.2% 7.9% 8.6%
Female: 7,138 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Never married 1,224 17.1% 37.8% 30.4% 23.5% 24.1%
Now married: 4,242 59.4% 47.2% 51.2% 56.6% 54.6%
Married, spouse present 3,877 54.3% 41.8% 46.1% 50.8% 49.5%
Married, spouse absent: 365 5.1% 5.5% 5.1% 5.8% 5.1%
Separated 234 3.3% 1.9% 2.2% 3.2% 2.5%
Other 131 1.8% 3.5% 2.9% 2.6% 2.7%
Widowed 885 12.4% 7.8% 10.3% 9.9% 10.5%
Divorced 787 11.0% 7.1% 8.1% 10.0% 10.8%

Total Population 15 Years and Over 13,568

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, Summary File 3, Table P18.
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Racial Distribution

As can be seen in the following table, Christiansburg has a high concentration of white
population.  With 15,783 white persons (93.1%), Christiansburg is similar to
Montgomery County (90.0%) and the New River Valley (91.7%) in terms of racial
distribution, but has a much lower minority concentration when compared to the state
and nation. The 2000 Census classifies persons of Hispanic origin within the race
categories, but asked a separate question regarding Hispanic origin. As can be seen,
Christiansburg, Montgomery County, and the New River Valley have a lower
percentage of Hispanic population than Virginia and much lower than the nation.

2000 Race and Hispanic Origin

Town of Montgomery  New River Virginia United

Christiansburg County Valley States

One race 16,792 99.1% 98.5% 98.8% 98.0% 97.6%
White 15,783 93.1% 90.0% 91.7% 72.3% 75.1%
Black or African American 819 4.8% 3.7% 4.1% 19.6% 12.3%
American Indian or Alaska Native 36 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.3% 0.9%
Asian or Pacific Islander 73 0.4% 4.0% 2.3% 3.7% 3.8%
Other race 81 0.5% 0.6% 0.5% 2.0% 5.5%
Two or more races 155 0.9% 1.5% 1.2% 2.0% 2.4%

Total population 16,947 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Hispanic origin (of any race) 168 1.0% 1.6% 1.3% 4.7% 12.5%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, Table DP-1, Profile of General Demographic Characteristics.

Age Distribution

Age distribution affects school enrollment, recreational and health care needs, and has
a variety of indirect effects including the long-term growth and stability of a community.
In 2000, the Town of Christiansburg had a median age of 35.2 years. This was older
than Montgomery County’s median age of 25.9 years, but this figure is skewed due to
the presence of the universities. The Town’s median age was slightly lower than
Virginia’s 35.7 years and the national figure of 35.3 years.

Christiansburg had 4,032 persons under 18 years in 2000 (23.8% of the total
population), compared to 17.1% of the population for Montgomery County and 18.4%
for the New River Valley. Again, the location of the universities impacts Montgomery
County statistics. The state had 24.6% of its population being under 18 years in 2000
and the national percentage was 25.7%.

There were 2,048 persons 65 years and over (12.1% of the population) in
Christiansburg in 2000 and 8.6% in Montgomery County. Virginia and national figures
were 11.2% and 12.4% respectively. The senior citizen segment of the population is
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expected to see growth both locally and nationally as the large number of Baby
Boomers move toward retirement age.

2000 Age Distribution

Town of Montgomery  New River United
Christiansburg County Valley Virginia States
Under 5 years 1,252 7.4% 4.8% 5.0% 6.5% 6.8%
5to 9 years 1,078 6.4% 4.7% 5.1% 7.0% 7.3%
10 to 14 years 1,039 6.1% 4.8% 5.2% 7.0% 7.3%
15 to 19 years 1,026 6.1% 12.6% 10.3% 6.8% 7.2%
20 to 24 years 991 5.8% 21.5% 15.7% 6.8% 6.7%
2510 34 years 3,044 18.0% 14.0% 13.5% 14.6% 14.2%
35 to 44 years 2,597 15.3% 11.6% 12.7% 17.0% 16.0%
45 to 54 years 2,318 13.7% 10.4% 12.2% 14.1% 13.4%
55 to 59 years 874 5.2% 3.8% 4.9% 5.1% 4.8%
60 to 64 years 680 4.0% 3.0% 3.9% 3.9% 3.8%
65 to 74 years 1,151 6.8% 4.7% 6.2% 6.1% 6.5%
75 to 84 years 679 4.0% 2.9% 4.0% 3.9% 4.4%
85 years and over 218 1.3% 1.0% 1.3% 1.2% 1.5%
Total population 16,947 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Persons under 18 years 4,032 23.8% 17.1% 18.4% 24.6% 25.7%
Persons 18 years and over 12,915 76.2% 82.9% 81.6% 75.4% 74.3%
Persons 21 years and over 12,388 73.1% 67.3% 70.2% 71.2% 70.0%
Persons 62 years and over 2,435 14.4% 10.3% 13.7% 13.4% 14.7%
Persons 65 years and over 2,048 12.1% 8.6% 11.5% 11.2% 12.4%
Median age (years) 35.2 25.9 unavailable 35.7 35.3

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, Table DP-1, Profile of General Demographic Characteristics.

Household Size, Household Types, and Presence of Own Children

Household types of a community can provide a look into the composition of households
including such items as married couple families, male householder families, female
householder families as well as non-family households. According to the 2000 Census,
Christiansburg’s 7,093 households accounted for 22.9% of Montgomery County’s
30,997 total households. Christiansburg was comprised of 4,764 family households
(67.2%) versus 2,329 non-family households (32.8%). This is relatively similar to state
and national percentages, but Montgomery County and the New River Valley vary
substantially due to the presence of the universities.

Statistics for household types with children present provides a closer look at an
important sector of the population in terms of need for services. School aged children
not only drive school enrollment, but also dictate recreational, health care, and other
needs. The Town of Christiansburg’'s 2,214 family households with own children under
18 years (31.2% of all households) is similar to state and local figures. Again, Virginia
Tech and Radford University skew Montgomery County and New River Valley
percentages.
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2000 Household Size, Household Type, and Presence of Own Children

Town of Montgomery  New River United
Christiansburg County Valley Virginia States
1-person household: 1,917 27.0% 25.5% 26.5% 25.1% 25.8%
Male householder 723 10.2% 12.1% 11.8% 10.7% 11.2%
Female householder 1,194 16.8% 13.4% 14.7% 14.4% 14.6%
2 or more person household: 5,176 73.0% 74.5% 73.5% 74.9% 74.2%
Family households: 4,764 67.2% 55.5% 60.8% 68.5% 68.1%
Married-couple family: 3,732 52.6% 44.8% 48.7% 52.8% 51.7%
With own children under 18 years 1,595 22.5% 19.3% 19.2% 23.9% 23.5%
No own children under 18 years 2,137 30.1% 25.5% 29.4% 28.9% 28.1%
Other family: 1,032 14.5% 10.8% 12.1% 15.6% 16.4%
Male householder, no wife present: 229 3.2% 3.1% 3.4% 3.8% 4.2%
With own children under 18 years 118 1.7% 1.5% 1.6% 1.8% 2.1%
No own children under 18 years 111 1.6% 1.7% 1.8% 1.9% 2.1%
Female householder, no husband present: 803 11.3% 7.6% 8.7% 11.9% 12.2%
With own children under 18 years 501 7.1% 4.6% 4.8% 6.9% 7.2%
No own children under 18 years 302 4.3% 3.1% 3.8% 5.0% 5.1%
Nonfamily households: 412 5.8% 18.9% 12.7% 6.5% 6.1%
Male householder 227 3.2% 11.4% 7.4% 3.7% 3.6%
Female householder 185 2.6% 7.6% 5.3% 2.7% 2.5%
Family households: 4,764 67.2% 55.5% 60.8% 68.5% 68.1%
With own children under 18 years 2,214 31.2% 25.3% 25.7% 32.7% 32.8%
No own children under 18 years 2,550 36.0% 30.2% 35.1% 35.8% 35.3%
Nonfamily households: 2,329 32.8% 44.5% 39.2% 31.5% 31.9%
Male householder 950 13.4% 23.5% 19.2% 14.4% 14.7%
Female householder 1,379 19.4% 21.0% 20.0% 17.1% 17.2%
Total households 7,093  100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Source: Summary File 1, Census 2000, U.S. Census Bureau, Table P18.

The Future

Christiansburg and Montgomery County have the highest population growth rates over the
past several decades among New River Valley localities as well as most of Southwest
Virginia. The Town's growth is particularly significant since most of these localities have
lost population since 1980. Due to such factors as heavy industrialization, commercial
development, housing affordability, and Virginia Tech's student population, 48.4% of the
New River Valley's population resides within Montgomery County. Including the City of
Radford's population, nearly 60% of the New River Valley's residents live within a roughly
12 mile radius of the Town of Christiansburg.

This situation puts a tremendous amount of pressure upon Christiansburg's public services
and facilities, but has also created a wealth of opportunities for growth. Because of its
central location and proximity to Interstate 81, U.S. Highway Routes 11 and 460, and State
Routes 8 and 114, access to Christiansburg is ideal for the kind of commercial and
industrial growth it has been experiencing. Industries are attracted to the Christiansburg
area due to the research programs at local universities as well as the available technical
labor of college graduates and experienced skilled industrial workers.
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With continued unemployment in other localities, population growth along Christiansburg's
industrial and commercial corridors can be expected. Given university spending capital
improvements programs at Virginia Tech and Radford University slated for the future,
population trends should continue and Christiansburg's role as a commercial and industrial
center will be solidified. Moreover, with the Town of Christiansburg’s and Montgomery
County's designation of "Growth Areas" to the north and west of the Town, continued
commercial expansion and population growth in Christiansburg can be expected due to
adequate water and sewer availability.

A primary concern for the Town is the harmonious evolution of this development with the

historical integrity of the Town as a residential environment. Preservation of a high "quality
of life" in Christiansburg must be a priority in the future.
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